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Direetor,

Division of Inveastigation,, REGORDED L‘Q‘ zq m «—){

U. .8, .Department- of Justice .
Washington, D: c: ’ IHDEXED - DWIS]ON

PLANE #NG 13304, .

Dear gir:

In complience -with the telephonic ins -
Agent Fay called upon Colonel Paul Henderson, Vice-Preaidant, United Air
Lines, Room 957, 230 Park Avemws, New York City, at vhich time there were, .~%
also present Mr. E:. P; Johnson,, President United Adircraft and Transport ‘
dompany and Unjted Air Lines; Mr: W. A. Paterson, Vice-President, Uni ted
Air Lines, end 0010nel ‘Williem.Donovan, logal representatives ¢ at which r
Aime the following informiion wag obtained concerning the raah at . ‘

The eir transport bearing Deperimsnt of ‘Commerce. idendification
symbole #NC 13304, which was g modél. 247, Boéing\airplane, left the
airport at. Nowark, Nerw Jersey at 4:30 P.M, 'October- 10; 1933 end arrived
at .Cleveland, Ohio on tims and cantimusd to repoxrt. by radio at regular
intervals; The last report. roceived from this plene was .at 8:39 P, ;.
Central Standard Tims, at-which: time it was fl}ring .over North Liberty,
Indiana, at an_altitude of fifteen hundred feet: The. pilot reported

thousend . foot coeiling and everything was .0:K.  This piane was due in at
Chicago- at 8:55 P.M, Central Standard 'Time but due to headwinds which
. it bad encountered was: Tunning £1Pteeh minutea Yate: The next radio

ship-crashed shortly before this time at Chesterton, :

Upon'-examination of the plane, only five .bodies were found, -
-whereas the traisport was cerrying seven people when it left Cleveland.
A thorough search of an: area embracing several miles was conducted and
the rear section of the teil {rudder and aurfacea) was found' sbout ong-.
kalf mile west of where. ‘the cabin had crashed. ‘The two other bodj,es :
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found were also found pleces of the forviard: section of the tail and
in addition, acreps of metal, and bolts and- nuts which did not belong
to the plane. There the rear section of the tail had. separated from
the forward section, the edges of the metal appeared to be turhned oub-
ward, indicating to officials of the air line that apparently a
terrific explosion had occurred:; The pleces of the forward section of
the tall appeared to indicate that that particular section of the plane
had. been shattered to pieces. On ‘the wood' trim in that section were
found impregnated pieces of motale All smcimena of the metal
collected Jhave been turned over t0.an expert. connscted with the crims
laboratory at ‘the Northwestern University, Chicago, for a furthér
analysis in an effort to detemine dofinitely the origin of the metal
end, alsd, whether an explosion had occurred., No fuel lines or
1ubr1cat1ng 0il or any other combustible material was stored in this
compartnant during the trip; No mdil was carried and the .only package
aboard.  wag. the hand baggege of the pasgengers and a ons pound‘ express
package which wés stored in the forward pert.of the ship, The only
article known to be in the ta.tl compartment was a small handbag

‘belonging to the pilot.

* Various witnesses interviewed by the coroner, hamely, -
Carl. Davis, -of. Valparaiso, Indiapa; are” alleged to have -stated that ~
they heard a torrific explosion in the air and, upon’ 1ooking up, Baw

‘the airplane headed for the ground. 'No flemes -ave sald 1o have,‘been
seen at this time; When the airplane. crashed, no explosion ensued; but
%hs ignition switch was found to be on the- "onﬂ position,. which ; s

probably: accou.uted for the fire which follcrwed. - A . -
It is the theory of the air line orficials t.hat when the.
explosion occurred, it Bevered the tail at.a point just forward of
the toilet canpariment; that when thia happened, the plane mmdiately
went. into an outside loop and glided for -a distance of approximate]y
one mile vhere it craahed upside down;- As it nill be noted that. the
plans was headéd west, \that part of the tail was found. one mile west
of the cabin of ‘the plane , indicating that it went into- the outsi de

‘loop- end traveled eastward until it crashed. That pa:l:'t of the. forward

section of the toilet ¢ ampar tment vhich could be identified on the
cabin séemed, to indicate that it had been blown inward. The ‘bowl in
the toilet arppears to have been: pushed downwards

Mr. D. V. Colyser of the United A:lrways, ie :4n charge of
the- investigation for the Airways.Company: -His office i3 located on
the thirty-eighth fléor, 221 ‘North LaSalle Street,, Chicego; Illinois,
end his home address is 1219 Ashland Averme, Wilmette, Illinois,,
telephona Wilmetté 4026, He haa prepared a map, now in his possession;
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shoming the geographical positions in which the verious séctions of the
ship were fou.nd.

Wh:lle -conferring with Colonel Johnson, a long distance
telephone call ‘was received by h:lm from Mr. Colyer in Chicago; at which-
time The latter related that' he had juat been in telephonic. commnication

» with the coroémer at Vaelparaiso, Indiana, vho stated that he 'had scme
additionasl information which he did not care to disouss over the
tolephone and,. further, that he had found same powder marka., It was not
clear just where these powder marks were founds Mr. Colyer also
related, at. that time, that a Western Union telogram: ‘had been receiyed
at the mm:l.oipal A:I.rport, Cliicago, ‘Illinois on QOdtober 11, 1933. The
following is a copy of the telegram roceived:

n Gentlemen

crash near chestert-on Indiane; Pléase

send the whole name .of one of the passengers
- E ?{nitt and where he :I.a from g

, . (signed) Mrs. MaryRutches
S 560 Grend Street.n t

: Mre ‘Mary Cudhes; 506 Grand 'Street, ‘Brooklyh; Ney York,
intervievied this afteimoon and stated-that her son, Charle: cuches, 22
years. of ags; had. been missing since May;- 1932., She described her son
as. 673" tall; 196 '1bs;; .medium complexion, light ‘brown h.e:I.r, blue eyess
It later developed,. dur:l.ng the 1nterview, that' this son was burned to
death in an automobile accident someplace in Georgia about that-time
‘and because-of the fect that. the ‘body of this" boy. wes consumed, it was
impossible for her to :I.denti:t‘y it upon its arrival in Brooklyn for
burial: On .T‘ul}r 19; 1933 a photograph appeared in the New York Dail}r
News showing a group of; Irish pugilists. whos “had just arrived in this
country. 3She bel:l.erved that she ‘saw:a: resemblance in the photograph of
one of thsee pugil:l.ste, named ErnieKSmith to her son, and since that
time has believed that her son is still alive:; She related that the .
undertaker who buried ‘her son was a Mr, Gershva, whose busimess is
ocated on South Fourth Strset and Bedford Aveme, Brooklyn, N.. Y.
1t is not believed that ¥rs; Cuches has any information of vaelue.
- concerning the present investigation, asg. she related she msrely
forwarded. the above q_uoted telegram for the purpose of possibly
identifying. the passenger listed in the‘newspapers as E. Smith as
‘being her son; A

It waes further related that ships 1eav:l.ng the Newark
Afirport for the West at that perticular hour of the day leave ofi close
achédile and, on this particular occasion, one ship had arrived ab
ts Chicago Alrport one-half hour before the NC 13304 and another had
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landed fifteen minutes after the above plane was due, The last one to
land saw the glare- of the fire in Tflying over; The contention of the.
air line officials is thet it would have been impogsible for the Plane
to breek at that point u.nder the conditions prevailing at the time and
they point out the faect that the flyirng conditions were ideal. The-
only conceivable manner advanced by the air line officiels in which
the tail might be aevered in this manner would be for a plane to go
.Into a power dive from an. altitude of ten or fifteen thousand feet and
then suddenly pull out, but it is contended that this, situation in
this particuler 1n8tance would ‘be :I.mpoas:lble inasmch as, 1f the ship-
did go into such a ma.neuver, i1t-would have crashed head on before the
tail would have had-a chance to beccme separated.

Hr. Paterson related that a passenger named Emil Smith;
whose only address is Chicago, somewhat arcused the. curiosity of the
alr line officigls because of his actions; He boarded the plane at.
‘Hewark, at which time he attempted to take a bottle of liquor out. of
his baeg and he was informed by ome of the attendants that he wculd not
be permitted to do this. The bag was then locked and placed in the
forward compartment, However, he hed in his posaeasion a small pack.age’
which he was permitted to kwep with him in the passenger compartment.

Wheén the ‘plane landed .at Gleveland it wes. suggested that ha teke .a—. .- ;-

Jlittle walk inasmuch ae the plane 1aid over at this point for a period
of fifteen or- tuenty ‘minutes. However, he rofused to dodthis and kapt-
cloae to the ship. It is understood that a nephew of: Smith, whose name
is unknown, hds been interviewed by. Mr. Golyer at Chicagos Incidentally,
Smithts body was one .of those found one-half mile west of the plane,- -

Miss Dorothy M. er, another passenger, who -wWas énroute
to Reno, Wevada, for the purpose of marrying-a man named Baldwin, Toe
arrived et the Newerk Airport fromBoston and missed a connection .
because: of a puncture at Hartford, Connecticut: Arrangements, were-made:
for her to fly on the ‘four o'clock plene but she failed.to obtain her
ticket in time and missed that plane; For this reason she was on the
plane thet left at .4:30 P.M, :

on pctober 11, 1933, Dr: Edmind H. Padden, flight surgeon
of the Bodling Syatems, whose address is l&unicipal Adrport, OCakland,
‘California, but who ie now in New York City, noticedfBeldwin,-Miss
.Dwyer's fience, board & plane on which he, Dr. Padden, was riding,at
Reno, Nevada., Padden at that time was informed by the-man who brought
Baldwin to the plene that the latter had been hystericel .amd had
recoived medicael attention and was given, by his doctr; a prescription
containing morphine end bromine. During the trip to Chicago; he in- .
formed D, Pedden that He had seen a physxcian, who” had given him a
remedy to help him out. Dr: Padden related that after the flight
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started, he did not seem to be particularly agitated although he in-
formad Dr. Padden that he might go to pieces when the flight started

and requested the latter to help him. in that event. At Salt Lake City
he told the doctor that it was a bomb that blew the ship up on which
Miss Dwyer wmas travelipg although Beldwin voluntesred no further details;
To check this infommation, Dr. Padden talked to the 2:-pilots but found
that they knew nothing about this angle of the crash. Traveling on the
same plane was & man named E. A. Seidel, 1802 First Nationel Bank
Puilding, Baltimore, Maryland, and with whom Dr. Padden beceme Iriendly.
He requested Mr, Seidel later during the trip to talk to Baldwin con-
cerning the bombing of the other plane, but Baldwin appoared to knmow
nothing concerning this when spoken to by Seidel, Dr. Padder related
that Baldwin wore a large diamond ring and impressed him as being
possibly a genbler of Reno: He further stated that he was met by four
tough looking Italians when he arrived at Chicago.

The following-is a liet of the persons aboard the plane
gt the timo of the crash: ’

Pilot, Harold R.}Tarrént,
Qak Park, Illinois.

Co~pllot, A. T.'%by, _
ak Park,*Illinois. ’ )

FregfGchendort, Chicago,

Meneger, Apertments Division, N
R. Coope}', Iinc,., "
Chicago; Illinois.

Emi 146mi thy”
Chicago, Allinois,
WarrenYfurris,
Redio service man,
. came from Colummia Alrports

Miss Dorothy M. :
67 Mt. Vernon,
Arlington, Masse

uiss AlicesFeribner, hostess,
Chicago, Iltinois,

it was related that the United Air Lines transported
Balley and Bates from Oklahomse City to the Federal Penltentiary at
Leavenworth last Sunday end that their might possibly be sane con~
moction between that incident and the explosion om the plane: ;It
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wag further related that soms labor trouble had been emcountered with
their pilots but that neither the.pilot ror the co-pilot was en. active
aglitator, in fact, both bad refused to join in the movament. However,
Mr, Petereon related that one pilot » 8till employed by the company and
i‘lying out of Cleveland, named Leurenzana, was inclined to be a vicious
agiator.

The. United States Department of Commerce investigation is.
being conducted by Imspector Bryan Jacobs, attached o the Chicago
office; end Major R. A. Schroeder, Chief of the Air Lines Inepection
-Service -of the Depertnent of Commerce, was in Chicago todsy conducting
his :I.nveetigation. N

- The subatance of the foregoing information wase‘telephonically
communicated to the birector on ‘the afternoon of- October 12th, at which
time he ordered that the- Chicago Division office be 1manietely fully
informed and that they be inatructed.to comtact Coronsr Davis at
Valparaiso, Indiana, obta:ln all detalls in his posseee:lon' immedi ately
contact the Department of Commerce Inspeotere for thé purpose. of ob-
taining their views on the crash and, in addition; interview: those
other witnesses who may have in:t‘ormation indicating that the plene
crashed as: a result of explosivea placed in the plane. It should.be
kspt in mind that Baldwin made the etatement while enroute from Rémo
to. Chicago. that the- plane bad crashed as a result of explosion of a
bomb . ,

The New York office is checking at the Newark Airport for
ths purpose of developing information -along this line and is also
endeavoring to' obtain the background of passenger Emil Smith,

-

Very truly ;youre, .

T, F. CULIEN
Special Agent 1n Charge

: Division
2 Chicago
2 New York
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Cctober 13, 1033.

LIZIODARITA FOO 3. WILLIAL CTANLEY,
Tra Arsictent to tho Altfnrﬂey Graornl

I caated to stivico yous that iscediastely followins
my convarcation with yeu of yestordty émmecreing the inforzatien
wiich hag bern furaisiied to you by Kry, Kpozey that $oa%afited Afe-
eraft Coxrporation of Hew Torz was In poceeosien of gorfain infor-
cation fcdicasing the possivility tiot a beeb bed keca placed tpea
thd”air; lene which erached wedrfyalr-raire, Indicza, a fow days azo
in ehfed all perconsdsrT esd t.o',ilods worz burned ta death, I
Inptrusted cur lcw Yotk OfTico to at a2~ gontoat with Coleanl
Eenscn of tho Uaitcd Airerafd Corpopaticn ezd gblain zush Infoimse .
tion ag ko hod condopalnz thils mabier.

Follesing inio confercne: with 13- officinla of tho
Taktod adraraft Gorpersticn, of vaich T underotand vas Colonol
willlen Jo Bemevan, f22ir Box Iors esinocly I coatootad by toleria.n?
cur Cidgeso VPRl £nd dratractnd that fxsedista iziairy ba mady at
thn ceone of dan wopdl; thot Bhey ot ¢uca iniorviey tho corencr,
tre investigatooz of the Desartmeat of Comsoree, tho offisinls of
the United Alrcereft Carperatica et Coleusss mbd eny other percens
o ttgi{;ht ba in perzosrion of any informatica relating io thin
catter. :

Thiy Invosticatica #111 be vigorously precced ead
g full ead dotoiled roport cubcitted o you 28 coon £3 it 13 con-
}lOth. ’ -

.

very tridy yours,.

N

Lirecicr.

; WY
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FTUOASTUY FOR LR. FUSIFS,.
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Ur. CarrplYifecks telephcned to state that in thie merning®s Nem York
Tally Hows tha.acpears 4 story froa Chicago that CAG ‘Pu;vis is investigating
the rossitility that there was o rle<ed sbeard th5 Uaited Airlire rlsne
gnd iIncsired whether wer bad :.n;r ~thar Information In this regarde X zde
vired ¥r. Peeke thad we hzd only bean warkirz an ‘L‘n aase ahoat tmnf:y-"‘*
heura erd had recelvad B3 roporh ag yorba

lire Pgoo in~ulved yiethar T thonsht there wad any o~nzestion he _L:i]
this end ko fast t“2f h United Atrline rlene was u<ed to treaspert Peld
cnd Batan to Loavenworth. I atated that I ald nat belleve thopre ras.

I ptoted thet L thqupht It wis very imfortunnta thet gcrch a renord) ,a"'},f
lezked cut, becauee if 4t rors cpuzed T goweona placing n bozh on the &_15.&*

. Vary truly yours,

Birector, ’

- FECORDED | Sl e w‘iw
& ' T TS g,
- LoXE o _Lbl_lu mey .
A : |
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- . M. Calyer stated thet the teild seetipn of the pla;a fell about.

. one-Half milé from the pobne of the cragh, almost intact. The heavy vertical

£in &nd’ ‘rudder- of- this gection were 1little: d.amagea,- neving fallep Into. soft
gmund. The 16ft wige £e31 info a bank and was cyumpled co;aqiderably. The

_Tight ¥ing apparen‘bly wzg -tofn off by A tree and remained almost intact.

The femaindér of the body of the plane stood on wdge and wag alnost completes
ly extinguishod by fire. Ope wheel was found benked against a tree and the
other one nearby. One eng:l.ne wae found sbout fifteen feet from a tree and
the othexr dbgut fo::ty Toet distants Apperéntly the plane was grayeling at
a rate of approximately one hundred and ;‘iity milez péy hour when 4t shruck,

- the groundy, 4pparant1y the ?;ylindrs;cal tanlc@ coptaindd apgrﬁximately 272’

gallong of gadoline when the crash oécurred. He estimated that ome tank con-
taingd’ app:;px:l,.,.afely 123 gallons end the qthar 150 gellons. The tanks had
been refilled at Cleveland, Ohio, Ie belioves that the ifipact bursy the gaed~
11119 tanky and the heat fron the fire causéd the air id the tires of the |
vhople to explode, He 1a of the -opinfon that the fire dgeurred -after the
craeh end was unable to rurnish tho names of any witnezsss, except that ap~
perently four fermers; who xes:lﬂed nedr Chegterton, had ap;gaﬁred before the -
Coroner at Val:paraiao, Indiang, and thit, the pames, pi'.’ thesd wi*tnessﬁb, Tow -

' gobher with the infornation: furn;ishe& by 'them, would, be ayailable 4in the ims

Yediate future. Is this cénmection it is noted thet Agonte of the Chisago

Di\rision Pffice are now in the vicinity of Velpargisoy where they will egnduct
awgm_pz;;ata’ dntérviews regarding the dsteils of the crash:

Mr, Golyer continusd by stabihg thet the bodiss of pidssengeds
mxl Smith and. Warren ¥, Burrie were Tound appmximatqu ofie=helf a mile
Tror the ppint Of the crqah stat:llig that boﬂi paesengera hag. been identiffe&

" by pelafives. 'H gdded: th&t Tnited Aiv Lines Fecords indicated -Ep&t«&zil

Smith whoe boarded tfis plans 8% “Newarl, New Tarasy, gave his residente as

913, Argrle Bireey, Ohicagoy IlY¥inois, however inqilry by Alr Lines officiels
disclosed that Smith lived 1n the vicinity of 5100 Argyle Strget in uhicago, .
T1linéiss Hé had yreviously teen orngaged ix a small grocery business and in-

“quiry simclosed that Snith had left Ubilqago. previously, without furpishing
‘his gestination or probable. imy of returk, and he. consldered this signifim

cant, in view-of 3he foot that Tmith apparemtly Iy Ghgaged in & spall ]mainesﬁ
gud thet he. wag employing a p:!.ana- fOT Or0sA Fountiy trdvels thét inquiny by

Unﬂ'-ed Adr Lines -affi¢ials dleo dis¢loséd that ke relatives ol smith at ‘
1,‘310&'.' Afgile. Gtraat,. recaived @ telegiam “advising that he was. returiing to -

—chicas_r,o by plane, howgver, Fr', Colyen wéz unable. to rurniah the exset word-

El

1

ing or.the telogram and 4n this ¢onnection it is bhl:tavad 4hai .the welatives
of Smith shoyld be intervieweg Yor furthex ﬁetails regarding bis activities.
Mr. Colyer further stated thet when the plgne landed at Cleweland,; Smith des |
clined to legve the ehvirons and 1% i3 repérted ha rétainad & smgll packaga,
mpped ina newspaper, at. arl tinas, 'axd thet he mg have peen drinking. :

1
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- The Unlied Air Linvy b:cﬁpiala arg preparing &.1ap, skoping 'L-he
points at ]rhich -various pec.‘bions- bt the ah:ln vere. fonnd after the eragh,

¢ . However, at the ¥itfe of this intetview the ray ‘was nat com;pletea ¥r. GoLyséy .
adyfsed thal the map probably would bp compléted on the might of* this investi-
gation ;md that the Chipago Offiee would be furnished ample blue prints of
saro for furthér assistance.in this investigation.

Oi'ﬁciala o,f tha ‘Unitgdc AT Tines Company -collected: a sraater
jacket blahketbs, twp .handbagsg, a briat bag, & Fain, goat, @ gopy of Pllot's
Hegulh%'ion Bodk, together witk .a mojal shaet [hulk héad . portinn)‘!_ ¥akon
Troit nedr theé ‘frear mail pit,. toege‘];hqx with & sirell plege Of brown Lloorirvg, -
a1l of which Were foimd jthin-a padius of & helf mile fron thé acene 6f
t.h,e érash, The abbya ar‘biclea o doubt fell from. the pilare &t the +time the
4all séctioh wag Severed end Shoy show mo- 1ndiuations of tirég. The éloth. '
articles are punctured with holes of :b:régular :gshape; -as- thé rain coat the
handbegs and brief bag: The latter articlgs contain small pdrtions of .otdl
piecea and. in gne of the héndbags the: Lottom portion of B glasd boﬂ:lgﬁ Was.
found, whieh conteized & brack substaice, indicating powder mavks, Thy = -
netal sheat J.ikewise wis peri’orated 'yvi‘l;h holes gnd Sorn 4n ‘placés: e ° pe:z*-

© »'  4ovations were surrounded, ia pany Anstancdes, by o derk substance and all

© Hf thése worda aent to the I"o;l;:’ah.weﬁpern University at Evanston, Illinois,
for scraping and Hnglysig, in prder %o ascertain i the black spots end .
pioces of motal could haye ‘been a- part of & homb wliich - caused,. the explogdon.,
Thd tdiltet soat rhich £él1l frym the Tear of the. plane was found also and
it wag nojed thet epparently a "I:errij.';l.# presoure had forcsd = portion of

the; bow}: ‘tHrougl the -oper spave. of the geab. ¥he oi',ficials of Xonthwogtérn - .~’f

' Ynlvexsity and thg United Alr Lihed }jrohised +g Turnish tHe. Chleago Division -
! Oiti‘ice a Gopy bf their report itfediately -after the analmsis 18 completed.

‘. R quyer Btated: ke wap ‘wnable to 'm.rnj.sh. any addﬂiohal in<
forration at this time, as hé 1s waitipg reports from ¥essrs. Lott and
Plenineip; th.a'l; no doubt he pan furnish & report within the next two days,
of all datailq, and; .h.e w111 gooperate to the: ‘m];lest extén,t w.’:th. thig o,ﬁ-
fice. ' . .

b ' - ‘.w ‘ ¥

“ Hrs. mlyar .ﬁlrhished ‘copy ob @ te'legram. rece:wed, o Lfra., .
La::y Cuéhes, Brookiyd, New “X'orlc togethier wi'i;h information Tiom the Weatern. .
Union tHat B.!rs. cuchaa could no:h be lécated. Howavelk, her &dﬂresa was .
1&'116:: aseertained apd hor felegram of .inq_uiry wds answared, Thesé tele=
gransg are quq{-.ed‘ ‘ag Lo)1owWs: -
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‘ B*"'mmm“ ELEASE <0 IV rc:r»_a;_ro:r T BRGARLG oo TI° CRAST YoAR
. A DA L L) ILI:'.’:‘.T“ O3 T OYICLE LLITH N O CF TUL FACSIGIES
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Be0 GRalD ST ERCOZLYR Ny o

L e e pd
“II’SMCGC:I‘.E §60 GRAID. AYE FROCKLYI m IS TINEG AT TUIS AD-
DRSS CAL YU uIVE CCRAECT ALTHTSS :

1

Cwmo OeR 11 1930 454pv

| MRS MY CUPLTS .
: 560 SRAND AVE'
EROCKINH 1Y

AS L RIITOIY AS CAN DI DODCIIOLED FARTY REFIRRED TG IN YOTR ThLE-~
GRA! LIVES FIFTY U@ HOLID ARGYLE AVITUG C; IIG...GG 3%GP v IX -J.GT
HAV.S TVFOIZIATION &3 YOT ON FULL NAYTEY ‘

e

- Mr. Colysr stated that offfcimly in lew York kad ascertained
thet Wrs: Guchies 1s rrobatly rontdlly uabaianced, fue o the loss of hex
con gang time two yeors ago.

Mr, Calyer st_atad corbatisally that hé dcubbs i any orployas

of tha Tnited afr Iines wag involved in the crash. Ile added that & yow

gechedule of wares Was gnropnsod 2oms tixo ggo end offer gonciderable con=
travepsy, $ha Alr Linos officiale and srrloyees egreed to subrdt 3hé gcheduls
-0 o Joarpd ol ,ﬂ::hitration for & docision, vhich will be furnishod about Qotober
25, 1G3%. Jrs Colyer statod tkat hn is not psrsonally scquaintod with Pilot
Laursnzana, sho flies from Cleveland, for which recason ko is vnable fo exiress
any opinion regarding this pﬂ.ot*s yrobeble impliention In inst&n“b ratter.
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U On October 12, 1938, Spaciel Agents A, D: lphegon, and

Carter Bjuiz, inverviewed L. BRYAY ‘JACOBS, emd Mr. As EEELY, Inspoctors '

- for the Aeroneutics Branch ¢f the United States Departrent of Co-xprce, end

- at thé same tirg Major R. 4. Sehrdeder, and Ik, Luther Farvis,inspectors

¢ . - from qu.ﬁhi:[lgtoh, DuC¢ Xr, Jacobg hed rade a more or less tomnlete exzamina-

T+ 4 tlont gt the scend of the wreck of the United Air Lines airpleme, and in

. ¢ensequencq if was ho who fubhished mast of the informstion, ¥ajor Sghroeder
and iir. Harris hed not visited the scenme of the ‘accident, At the termina.
tidn of the interview Li, Jagobs conducted agents Baum and Meheggn thiouch
one of the air linera cirdler to that which crashed, in order that & .corplete .
plcture of thiy shiy could be had by agsiits. The airplame vhat crashed wap =
operated by thé ﬁnitg_d Air Iined &nd-‘bore nunber NC. 13504, his chip was
rapufactured ‘by. ¥he Hoelng Airplane Pompany, model 24%, As en uvXplenation -
of the work &one. by the Ddpartment of Tormorcey Ar. Jacobs peinted out that
bhe- United Air Iines had ordered stxiy of theso .airplanes, et g ¢ost of
epproximately $60,000,00 por plane. The Aexoiabtics Braxch hud endéavored
¥6 curtail the production of these plames 4o & smaller rumber, until thotr
afeptabilify counld be properly determiived. HoweVer, -tha Tpitéd Air Iines
bad conyracted fox the complete set of sixty, and in Sddition here was a
contracy leb for fifteen additionsl plapes, ‘which tontract howevyr, was, =

, boing held in abpyance pending portain sfructural changes. Lt will be-seen

‘that the Unitéd alr Limos Bas an Investment wenging between $350,000,00
_ - and 3509,,0{10;0(1 <in thegq mifplanes, and in gonsequenco ‘these officials are
“ . “éspecially airfieus to ¢4toblish tke fact *hat thore was no atrycturdl

wodknegs in the plafe that trached. fMe duty -of {lte tnspostors of the - \ o

- ' Aeronautics Depariment of the Departaent of Commérce, howsver, ierprimarily
" 4o prmtect the eufety of the thousands of dirplaiio pasRengers who trevael
* ' -edelr year, In consequenge, these iyspectors affer’s crash endeavor to
. establish if possible,. & structiral weskiess. BXys Jacobs eaid that the
’ investicdtion woe procesding siong these Iines, Although of eourse- the.
theory that o boid.may heve been used in the destmiction of this plane waa
., - being cotsidered; dud’ of cowurse it would be'a relisf to. the inspoctors as
-+« Well aB Yo thé. compuny officilele to determine that thiz wrdck was caused by
a Boib, rather thah by -apy Btructura)l weakness. . o, -

3

Dogeription of the plane vias next enmpered fnte, im -order
- that en aceprate pictura of tho wreck could be conveyed. It will be noted
&% thig polng thet tulis plase mas the fourth pldne turmed over to the Unfted
. AlwLinés by, #he Hoeing - Alrplane Company, and had been in service about ohe, &~
- yaur, hat iy to day, it was one of thé oldest pf the.planes of this types
- Thls plame {5 -construgfed almost entirely of Dureluminuri, Thé ship hés
t9in motors, and in pdditioh is of the monoplane typey The forwmrd -ond of
“ the Tusilege ie & baggage compertdent, The $ip of the back of the wings,ond
‘the baggage colparfment appears ab this pailnts The newt potion of the. ship
is the pilot€s cabin, Eegirning at mbaut thé pilotts cabie the wlngg dve
attiched % the ship. Each Of thepe Wwiugs is pttached to tho firder, porti-
ally pade Of steel, which runa through- tho wings, &nd therd ave two 135

| .- . - - !
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yunning lengthwise wmata tua ~21p, tot those ere 5t such’a éhevdolor thed
i *bl;e,;r }*:oﬁde cc_:_..*:;;zi‘g,gtj.fol;, little curicxh, foe dea vy o licc tre strenstn
of the ta1l is in the riin of o =iip; e ooma 1000 1« carriod b ik
tha wings of the ship; altio.3- there is a Listpznti=l ¢ p2ey Toorisy frex
the fusilare out into the winjs,; Yo palhfain thelr-aw. - +-,

-

Iir.. Jacobs stated that be received infor—ation aboud

. 31 PJlp that there had bteem 2n accident on a Tnited Air Lines pléme in ,
Ixdiana. He progeeded o3 goun ab possible to thet point, and arriyed theut-
12 ridnight, -approximately thré¢ hours after tho Accldont Lzd cecurred ;.
vhich he belieyed wés Bt pbout 9 PiM. He discovered thut thoe spot whoro the
acoldont occurred wag about seven or olght wmiles past, cnd posnibly g little
south of Cneateriom, lndiora, Lud was not at the epot usually deceribed in
the newspapsrs, which pdint was indicated on variops naps d€s icmediately
souih of Chesterton.. He raid that thase plonea ucuelly fly At en altiiudo
of approximytely 1000 to 1500 foot ahove ova lowel, which nade the mlaevas
tion et thia point ébove the cetual ground level of sbouk £0¢ to 10NQ fpet..
Lty Tatobs said that therve. Vas-about a 7000 fook-ceiling at the timo of the
accident, and there was some head wWind, .as had boon reported. “Men ho got
¥o thé wreck he dlscovered that it was poing gierded by Indiawa State
Police, although thers wore numorous personms about the countryside, who
had pathered there énd whq had gone into the. nearby fi6lde erdeuvoring te
find souvepira of the E\%cident, end in fact, on his way back to Chestorton
aftor dpending the night examining the wrackpge, he discovdred thet numérs

. ous Tragmepts of the plane 8nd articios found pedrby had found their way _ - .

inio theé hends of individugls in the countryside. . Jacobs sald that tub
plené vas going In a porth easterly divpction at tho time that it Isnded,
cnd frozz the positica of tap fusilape thars Is little doudbt that the pleno
htd lapded on its back; that 1s to sey, with the whwels in the «ir., Froa
tha way that the plan¢ hnd landed, spproximately on an even keel, excopk
$E3t 14 was upegide dowa, it aprofred that the pilot bhad caintained the

- gorlon control untyd, the noment of the cragh, Whonm the fusilage crgshod,
and ep will be notéd leter, the tall section Wog nkssipg, the wingd had
"bréken ¢ff from thé 'body of ‘the plame, but thé main section of the plain
had coutinued oh férty or Lifty Yeot, The gasoline tanks had continued
with the modn body of the planes Aboul [O0 feet in & south westerly direcs
41on fron the fusilese was found the tail portion of the plahe, which
corpriced the rudders ond elevatcra, and on ons side a séction &f tho tall
of the fusilapge; abgtut $wo or three feet long, The various cablea were
found to Have sneppel immodiately at tho poinfs whorn thoy were Bsund tp
$ho rndder and elyyatora., Parts of the plang which appirently come freo L
the tail géetion pédohinz frox the toilet imarxy were faund scattersad Hver
the countryslde, and as far as a half nile eway, About 220 fcot froa tho
fusilage of the plane, or about 100 to the reaxr of the rlana, two of the
bocies wore fourd. Theso were tio bodios of Smith, and the radio gap Eurtis,
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fusiiage of $ha plans ‘whivk had landed -d%b the five bodtes akd“the pnot -

£2d beox turneld ta & peint vhore informution which it might Mave revesled
was of no yalwe, Turalualnvn, it apresrs, contains onough marmesiuvn go
that if a hot fire 1s started and this metyl starts to melt, the durclum-
ipum will continus the fires In this case, as will be indicatod later,
the fire undoubtedly was the resuly of & gasoline explosion upon the land-
ing of the.pleme, =nd of course wag a yery hot firg for a short tize,which
resulfed in ‘the melting of préctically, the entire arount of duralustirux,
or ita mls-bhaping :lnto en unredopnizAbls nasg.

Lr, Jeqbss stated that he h2d attonded the Corchert's
inquest at Valparaiso, Indiena, and that he bad quéstioned v .rious witnocsses
who bad appeared there, who were six 1in nucber, Three of those witnesnes,
narzed Arpd¥, had recitod that 'I:I:mjr wore gitting in thelr hcme playing cerds
when an explosion ocgurred. ge people gtated that the explosicn chook
the houae, that tiey imadia-l:ely Tushod outdidsd cnd edw the plend goplng
-dowg, 'There wod no fire in the dplanme; Thay could distinguish the Ialane o
¢aslly by its lighta waich wore: still burping..” Becaugo of the garkness they
‘¢onld noy detérrine whethei the tail scction wde intzet or nots Tals plene
tuen landed about 300 Feet Troa thelr home., 7They stated t'at at the tirce
thi4 plans Ianded they felt no shogk or tremor. No witnesces wers exsiined
whd stotod that there waz aiy fire in tho eir, or that dny f£lames wero wwen
tc. ¢ome fronm the plan,q gt the timo that the explosive notse was heord, It
apneared plain that there were no flemes until after the plenas. londed; ok
which timé-the geséline piplodeds Thete. pooplo wire upsble t ray whether
t.na plane landed on its wheels or on it topy &nd ware unsble to eay whethor
1t turned in the alr, arthough the evidence would indicete thit it probably
did not, and as has been previgugly statsd, aerlon control was naintaingd to
the end, There were reportas in tho mewspapers to the effedt thot persans
s2¥ the pasgen;er3 eundeavoripg to got out of the plane, but that thoy wero
unable o 6yade the flatwen. Jio tectimony was introduced to indicede that any
. of tho passengera worae alive at the tiro ‘the fire occurred; and Ir, Jacuobs

52id thed. no doubt w1l the pagsangoxs wérg dead by the tim¢ perscris got
" ¢lose cnough ta the plané io mee onyone ih 1ty It wms pointed out by ir,
Herris, that the nerp fact that there was a loud noise wr-explosion ih the
atr Qid not necespdrily indicatg that thore was uvetially enr explosion of any
type, or thet a bomb or othpr object had exploded in of near tha plune, lir.
Harrls stated that invebigations of alrplens crashes end ascidents had.
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rovealed that ihe breaking of emy part of a plene; or porticulaily - the. b'reak-l i

ing of the -8kin In the glr, pas uiually azceapaniod-by a 1gud noise éimilan: -
to an explosidn. As an exumple 1t wag poinfed out tHut i womip &ir rdcer
lost her 1ife ir A'recent miT fie5t hold in Chicago. At ‘that time while xac-
ing with numeroys, other contwstants, a suall sectiqn of the fabric tore off
the wing of the plune wixch che wae piloting. This section was pbout two -
feet square, .yot when 1t xin-ed off it wos Aceorpenicd by on uxploqive nolse

v
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‘. whieh could be heard gbove the «no:.se, of tha othey plehes in 'bhe contest which'
-#ore Tlying with onsines wide open; @nd Wag Toud enough to startls the eniirs.
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cra®d watching the races, Investigation of other air wrocks,ii was pointed
out, had rsvéaled that & breaking of the fabric or skinm of the plane almost
intariably resulted in loud explosive mnoisas.. This does not indicate however,
any Teason why & tremor should have beor 61t 1n the Arndt home and Mry Jdcobs
was unable to explain why a tremor showla bhe Telt 4f there was other than

en explogion. of’ 620 type Of explesive. I, Jacobs sald that it was poesible -
of épuirsé; that the Arndts had ot pmparhr Folordéd of deberihed thoif oxs
yerigiicod; ai that fime; end fiey Have helieved that ‘bheir’ homo trembled wh;en
it dfd not, nlthough these individnals sdemed positive that at the tine of

the explosivé noilse the house Had tiempled enough to be felty; This fact

kKr) Jacobs said, was an argunent in fayor of a possible bomb theoky., ki,
Jacobs stated that at the present time there are mno facts which had heeh dise
covered which. could ngt be Satisfactorily explained by a bomb ‘theorys Thoré
Re¥e Hevers) facis which were ‘IIO't'r 80 easily exp;l.ained‘ by the tail i‘lutter ‘

- “theoxyy. whigh' wore; - hemelys the holes in the yarions por’o'Ibns in the ‘bail of
thy pleing, apd the trepor of the Housé, Ly Jagqbe: podnted out that informg-

tion had been raceived - by hin to the affect thai; thet roar baggage door had
‘bpen d1scovered and that. 'bh:l:,s door bare bleck marks, whlth were boelfeved"

+0 be pdssibly powder burns, I, Jadoby said thet while hé had nol examined
this door, He hed lcarned from other sources that thore wore very I1ikely mo
powder purns oh the rgap baggags door of thig plana. On, the rear baggage . -

":dooy -on the: insid,e; there-are o placas, One gt.the top and one’at the: fbottam,
' vhexe the dddr is maintng /blackg gbout 81 by By inéhed,  Ha stdted t}rat th.es'.e

tio. Bleck spats dre ised B8 blackboards 16 record the weight of the baggagé
in the f¥ont baggage curpertment, snd the weiuh:l: of the baggere in the Toak
baggace compartzent, These black spots, which were at fifst. thought possibly
to b powder burns; are he balieves. the biack peinted sections he refeis T,
'I'he, plane which agents exomined had these ggetions. painted in black on the
ﬂ.DOI‘i '

Fl

"o Wy J‘acoba eaid. hé subrdtted his -repor‘b ﬁi‘rac to thy -

q..ﬁccfiden'& Investigat‘io;x Boardy, -the Chuirmén of which 18 Mrj; Jess LEL‘I:II!&:f.'cn:a~

in %h¢ Aerongutics Brenchs. United States Depaitrent of Gommérce st 1:&511‘1123‘-
ton; ’D £. 'This boar& ‘takes Lx, :l‘acob'a Toport and the. report oft the- other -
d.nﬁ-estigatora and algd the report of the eirplane eoOmpény, end aftey an
investigation. or the evidencé submitted, mekKes ain open ﬁ.‘nding.h Lr, Jacols
includes with his report all acts, as. well ag his opinioh es Yo the -cguse
of the crashi. I J’pooba pointod put "thmt hig ,tmdmgs. wore confj.don’cial -and

~any £En@ings: that- he might rtke b fiedd izr*conﬁdance gince they aid not
bfﬂcia‘l, and ‘the only official f;m,ding of the Dopfrtfent of Corinerte is ;
made, by thé Aceident Investigatidn Béard, wio meke @ thorough investigation.
of the. entd’.re maﬁter, In this way, kr. Facobs pointed out, the various ’
inspectors aréd-protected in their work, and eny erronzous opin:[on of the
inspectors zay be. pxopeﬂ_y théokad batozze being given, publi.c noticeu
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) thab Ao wou‘].d bé glad %o- cooperate with this Diviaionf but requested ‘that. .
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, L. J’acobu wag- of the opinion that all of the rleces of the
plane had not boen obtained by Unlted Air Idne 0friaials or by other oi‘ficials,f
and that meny parts had probably been taken by persons who found thése parts,
There was evldencs however, that the entire séction of the plane hetween the.
toidet and the tail %agd disintegrabed. E¥r, Jagobs was qubstioenad‘in an ¢
endeavor o l¢nrn whethep if‘ the tail wes. Bnapped' OfL; tho guy linos ox
» 7 cables :mrming ¢ the :cud,gar and’ elevators would ndt have £aused gonsidsrabla
Qansgs in anapping backye  Ln, Jagohs faid that it wds: possible that theda
liges, wlu.ch had a ten.sil strentth of abqut- 2500 pounds, could eagily have .
snapped under fhe. straihn, causing holes to be made in the slde of the ship,. _
albhough it would not be Iikely -that thesd cables would go into bits small
enough to account for the numerous holes which. ware found. It was potited
by agents that these cables Are fastened, together and 'tightened by i‘non guy
line: tighteners thich. are vormosdd «Of tyo-dcriews. and 4 lon ‘dual rodx, Wh‘lch
in turnpd and. sjmultaneousiy Jraws Im-the two goTeRs 3o w;is.ch the guy Iines
a:a fastén*ea. t.mrab}' tj.g}:-.tbning the guy ldnes, ,

1

Mr. Jacobs gaid that he would be glad to furnish the Gh}.cego
vl)ivi-aipn dfﬁce with aay further 1nformﬂtion that might cane to his attontion
" and that he would also be glad to canfer with the Chicago Division oftice
upon the aubmisainn ¢f his final re;po;'b to the Accident. Investi@dtibml&)arﬁt

- 7
spesc:ial Ag@ntg e -par’ber H&mn- and ‘Ko B !u;elntii'o, ofy Oetober
: 13, Yoagk, celked at the. funeral parlor of 3Xy John V., May, 4559 IMlwaukge,

) M-enue « Chicagd, Il]:ino‘ls, -and wLEh Mr. Hay's pemission spetial Agent k.cInt:l,re
protured i‘ingerprinta of Jnil Suith, one of the pasSengers 1ii the alr liner.
Rigor Koptis had set in and Er. cmith had been Yaid out in a coffin and was.
being viewed by friends and rolafives. However, ifdividual prints woro fsde
of egech: Iinge:_: on separa*’&e places of cerdbdon¥d,- apd- these prints wers psachbled -

" on - Divislon, tingez'brmt Lorm mnd oubmitted to the. Division ynder date P - o

M

Qdétodaer iz, 1933, tor a r.s;rly in connee“lzion wibh any fingerpr,int data-dongepnt
. g thia gagdgqgery ‘Photodtatll «copies of thede Tingerprints are being for-

~ warded {a. the New York o.ffj.ce witﬁ coples of this Tepyrt; znd photostatic copi L2
are belng retatned in the Chicago Pivikion atfice.

Mr. Fred W. Smith, the i'a.ther of Imil £xith, was infexrviewed

Bt the undertekicg parlor; Ee atated that his gon was 44 yaars of age and :
tiould have bdgn 45 an. December 14, 1433, He--#te¥ed his son Lived at 5100 )
Argyle Street with his gunt, Ifiss Anne Riédl. NMr, smith aaidf That kis son hatit
ehlisted in the Avhay in Apouk 1615 and hed ger¥od in the Army untid 1900, at. |

~ which t*lma ke Was honorabl:r d:i‘schargaﬁ.c Imr.tng th6 World Wer hy was stat:[oned
41 ke Haﬂni.ign Islards, When he. roturned to the Uniteﬂ States, he wémt intd
the grocery buslness with bis aunt at ‘the above mentioned eaddross and remained.
in that busineks until about 1930, at whzch +ime the mrsj,nosa ma £614d.
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.. © Y, Piward St was presest at the Refdl spartrpnt durlig (
this telephone conversation, end agent telked to him over the telephdne. :

I

: . Ko said that he opersted e hunting club pgar Bass, Tllipois, on the. Jllizots

: Rivor, the ‘telephone number of which club is Bass 065. r. Snith sald that -

e is absolutely po.,relation o lr. Emil gxith, but that v Smith hed- stayed .
> ‘at. his place on g npuwiber of ot¢caslons. and he - had becore vepry friendly end

intimote with him. ~ Zo stated M. Smith did not fe<load his gwn ehells and, .
) * faa% he had never Knawh Iir. “Smith fo use pr have anyihing to do wiih explosives. '
.~ ‘Ie-satd That there was mo work ground thé gun glub: of any other place that he '
knew that necfled explosives of any gharhcter. He knew nothing Turther regard-

i

ipg the mdvements of Mr. Enil Smith other then thegé plready dotailed by tha

relatives, except to state that he had expected Mr.. Salth to come to the mmnting

¥lub this f£all. ‘ : : . . . -

o L o # ! ST 3 L

. : . C ¢ .. Mr. Charles Siith sfated thet his brother wns a mgmber of | Ny

" " thq Northwéht Gun-Club, buts that &t preseny he had-fiis gugs mt home, Proparatory . |
- fo teking them %o the huiting cluk of Mr, Bivafd Smith on thé Ilifnois piver -
4 uped hid return., - v L - v : ’

[
¥

" o Agent Bawn copmunivated with 1fr, Jatohs, Imspector; Aeropmuties
Branch, Uy S, Depariment’ 5T Commereq, by telephdne on Uctober 14y 1933, at which
. %ime Mo Jacobs sdfd that the: gbatesiont -of s Frederick smith, that ons off the
...~ . mators had po¥ ‘been’found. was erronoous, . slfés. hqth of the fiotors had beenm: dis-
L7 co¥ered w ehott distance fromy the fusilage. Iir. Jacots seld Yhat.as far gs'le
Co Enew, thé Norfhyestern Uniyorsity Luboratory had failed to submit any Xepoit °

concerning the yarions parts which were aubmitied to them. Ior exemination.

Ho gaid tbat thé article which appeared in the Chicago Daily
Tribune under daty of ebober 14, 1933, had been prepared by the Dnitel Air
| Lines, 4rd $hat i% had been injtlaled by the Forthwasstern University Laboratory; - .
+ - glihough that ldbsratory had ok completed its examination; bnt. -the'.i‘qci;a as-

_-eribed to'the laborafory ware of g fregmentary madyupe. . - - - . :
. i * v . o s LI ,d . ll' - o : 'I ’ A I . =
- . 7Trp. Tagobs stated that he- understdod that in gddftion 'to the |

" vapfous pafts which he had disgavered, thiero ¥as in edditlon a jouibal which
- _ was cdarried by ‘the piluat, which hed Been fqotnd, so he bad heexd. Thib wes 8.
legther briel case liko beg, ahd he understood that it hrad béon riddled witl}

_gmall parts of duraluninum. , .
' 'I - - . * - £ L _‘ ‘ . . ? N - M - ? -
Lo <" Mg, Facobs gaid that from-the. finmdinzs which he haed mads -

. 40, datd, Lo Nad been udable to dotdimine whother fhopré had boen apy Bxplogiod *

" on baerd -thé siip, of whother thiy plane had broken due Yo the poesible theory
of tall flutter. -He said aguin thal the meré fact that a ‘19ud explosion-tike
noise had Securred was no evidence mliatsocever of en expléaion on $he ship, : _
since the ripping af the tafl from the ship dué to any atructursl weakness wotld i
have sownded 1ike the repont of & -pdmndn., - - : ;

-

- _ - - °
d . n Rl
















. Tha rbtors apreared tp be rutining and as sooh ae tﬁa:( a‘tn@e}: the

o #lstante oF anpmximatelj trioe quﬁmera of a mile had heesn n:l.most

" Ehéa. p','l.anﬁ crésheﬂ. weie L1rsy .6 reach tha sceney. Fhat tb.e;y

-8 L - : S

cor:municaﬁod by agenta to" Spéci&l Agent ih Chapes M. Be Putvia. at

Chicago, T1inass, so that, tha true j.denﬂty of E&nif;h might be ) .
ostablished thoree .

De puty Sheriff Ezrd Stoner of Porder - County, Ipdiana,
wad mterv:lewed and atated that he .anrivedt al the scehe of the

d1saster abouf #hirty mihutes. sfber the @irplane cradhed; that - .
tﬂ:,e géngral informatiom weg ihat thé hgaster occurped. in the . P . o
air oyer the Tield owhad by Frapk: ,Iage’taki, just south of the _ -

’old airline radlroad right-ofsway on: Ihe Veet side of ‘the Fackeon

Centsr Hoad and About a mile Morth. of the -Cormtinity Hall; thet the
plane atruck the grovmd just Eaat of the rodd and ﬁou‘&h of the old
rallroad grade on the land owned by Joséph B;'own and leased by James
sxzileys The wings ware flown to. eithér side; .one of them balng

erumpled and the diher demaged but, 1ittkey The: cabih amnd pain part "
- - ) plane hurdled. a‘long the grqund; Fhe {wo mators bging throtn, o

-cléer of thé wreckage and pa::ts of the i'ramqwere wrapped -around &
’15:r:tae;,l Atres in ﬁha road wis nproothﬂi &nd the top of ono was "shoared .

offa Rive hodied were found in the plane, the Pilots. boing throwm -

¢lear of %he plane, and that all of the todles which landea. m.th
‘the plane were burhed with the excapt,‘ion of ths pilots.

Deputy .aheri:rf Stoner furthen- aﬂ.ﬂsed 4ot Foseph Graffy S
Iarion Arngt, and Johw. Dechinskh Who gre favfers Iiving néap wherh:
had® -
‘beon plaging cards. at: tWe Graff home, whivh ig locsted just Nonth
of the olg right-of-‘-way' and: only & feéw rods fromx thers the digaater .
{s thought %o havé odcurraeds He Turther adviséd that Grafl stated.
thet they heard a terzlific ezploqiom ung rushed out, Thé plense )
appeared to be quite high eud suge of the éabin lights were buming; :

grousd tiiers: wqa Bthher explasio‘n ami flal+e$ shot. high :.l,ntq iﬁa ; "-. .

i . K . &

-

.. 'h}ri - i, . . . - . -°

. Depu‘h}r Sherift Stoner rurthaz,' a;'(vise& that souvenir
,lmntors got blsy ear,'l.y and the fleld, above Which tke disaeters-
oceirred; was sbon stripped of the majority of the fragments of
the plane vhich fell before thé crashy “ha plane iiself was hauled .
awpy the next day by a juak dealer Trom }Ioh tg, I:Ldiana vho. Was .
::eportea to have- purchesed. seme Tror the Tnited. aij Lineg for the ... - |
sum: of $75,00, and that e other wygckége. of the ;q‘.l.ane, "which vag
.spréead out ¥R both $he' Tast and Vgt sides ‘af the Toad o¥er & -
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Memorandum for M. Hoover: Telephone call from Mr. Purvis, Chicago
Office. : - . .

Hr. ?urvis'said that he.had been épproached end asked to approve

for relesse the following article:

"B, B,ipollier, Vice President of'thecbnited Airlines tonight made
public a joint: statemént which he said was agreed to by the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Depariment of Commerce and the Leboratory of
Northwestern University, siating that the accident to one of the
Company's passenger transport planes near Chesterton, Indiana, Tuesday
night was caused by g high €xplosive. e
The statement said, 'Consolidation of all available evidence
surrounding the accident leads to the conclusion that it wae ceused
by a high explosive presumebly located in the area of the cargo space
and toilet section aft of the passenger cabin, and shead of the rear
section which was severed by the explosion. This forced the plane to
the ground where it caught fire. The nature of the container for the
explosive will probably never be knowvm es the container apparently
vas completely destroyed. There is no proof that the explosive was a

~time bomb. Tt is impossible to deternine whether it wgs in a liquid or

a solid form, according to the Laboratory of Northwestern University,
which made tests on the fragments of the plane's metal atructure and
cabin furnishings damaged by the explosive.

Despite a thorough investibation by the Company =nd interested
Federal orgenizations it has not been possible to ascertain, as yet,
why the explosive was on the plane. There is conclusive evidence that
there was no gasoline explosion or fire in the eir, and no structursl
failure of the airplane until after the explogion. '

A representative of the United Airlines brought the above statement

over to Nr. Purvis and wanted him to agree to 2llow it to be published.
Mr. Purvis told him he could not subseribe to it because he had not
completed his investigation and he, of course, could not make any stete-
tent in that regard. The representative said that the Department of

Gommerce men there in Ghicagg are celling headquarters in Washington tonightﬁ

for the purpose of ascertaining if they, .y gronted permission o give
this statement out thére themselves. eﬁj“%?ﬁ) g >

Mr.. Purvig said he will not give put anyihinemts

% .

w

387

L
£

REAORD™D BOPY FILEDl'IN é é’

A \78)

o [ TTTECE

tells hin to. He said if he is called again about
word from Mr. Hoover he will tell him they can giv
to but they camot quate the Department of Justice

Mr. Purvis pill probably be at the office -tonight.

oh1 B BRI GEIIFRTION

e out anybiring Gheprantt | M.

on it. o eipr
B . Y rsttmENG 67 SOSTICE

e 0CT 17 1933

FlLE(r

| TR

Ao o Fa : 4
"%a/mc._,u. o




"
&

_ Ao,
- -'.‘-'Aﬁ- ' * ‘j__("../-;\.;::‘:'-_;_‘“,‘
Q o JEQm™
‘ E".J"" "":'QQ’J. RN ("
P L | '__‘::.' "__v\ 2 .
—de el PRt H
PR 2 e 1
[N PRSI RT R T %
£ \M

1002 Post Tffice & Court Couse Dlaz.,
Tostsh, Yescackusotts. .

i

Lotoker 13, 1205,

- bh - 2975
vpociel fooat dn Charge, PN ‘ e B B
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Ix sctcrdsace with your tolozhchie rogucst of Cetoder 13, 133,
tiat Lie Thecdiro Talfwin bo intorviewod rolative 4> ey statenenis
L& koo mele exd ey knowledzo ko may Tovo ax to tho possidl St 21y,
end gcstrustion of tic“United Afirmcys plene &1°Choatertoa, Ir Pt}
=etisexr 10, 103, the f3llowits infdrmafion was ehtsierd by L-seizl
drent Jyse Durssy of $his officos ‘ '

- R

Doer Cir: -

i

' Ire Lallwin, wio at this tisas Is atasinins at 2o Nitz
Carlatcn ilafrl In tais oity, stated t-at ko wes for—crly & bLroler

in Daatod, Yoz, bad Inr the past oix or £ovea mentis ks Ttoon,
£22855) in tho rosl estato cad niuipg trekors-o bimsinozs rd Jeho,
Leveda, a2l living at t30 sivorsiio Latel in Neros Lo kas Tiam

-0 late Lisy Dorotdy Dwycs for spgroxizately fivg yoars emd bod
orrenged To bo parpisad fo ke ef Leaoe ppoa kor ciriypl tiero, e
11t1 or 12th fusizmnts Uo soid st ko Ead beex urrics ke for

£ wook or tea deya Trior to Cetober 10th 1o como 5 Tove2a for tho
zerrdagy, €23 in fest kzd béen in ew—menicotica wit: he: by telo-
=r=vac nigatly Quring 2ot pe#lddy ske, towever, dslazod Ler depertind
Sto t0 bor eairp €2 attend a fatiolic sisciox riieh tock ylaco 4x
Arlixoton, Less, .

I're Telwin $tated tiat e £irat learmed Gf o plplecs

orash gt 12,53 ouly €1 Catodex 10th, xaile ot his Eotel i wero.

Lo ¢lel=s to Pays beca shocked end oatornZed boysnd leserintich
£3 o kzd Tocoivoed o telesiren fron Liss Dwyor caxly fn e dey to
-0 offcet that eha ves en youte to Uenag thils wird wes eeat frea

- Loaton, fo3me Lo immoiiately left eno by airpless for Chice~o,

11inate, €= peealls 122t ka wag conyilerobly tonat furir~ thq
irip. .0 mesemXepy thxt tiero ves a dooter oni two or throa othéy
paracns ghderd end thet ke digtussced the trosedy with thed, ‘o im
feirly sxo, £3 he ctatod, itat 1o m=do ) roaticn of e posalsility
ot ko plozo was bozbod or dntentionnliy destroyed; however,

bry Leldwin deaired to maks 4% clerxr to v cad Surkhy that Yo .y
bave discuczed with tiio ¢adtor or otlers 4n ths plesv, 4 .pocaibls
boiDIny aff the slrzlip; An fost ko 2o not roe~ll fust chat to oA
talk gheut ernecrnin~ tho trocody.

of




o q

=l

1t o=y bo pointel it 1Rt LUpe Lellwin exsTatic1ly stzteld
that Io did po¥ Bess eny conversatlcd oo wo2d rny mowsproens
ezbodyiny reforesors o beinm of 1ho girglrp vatil sftzs ko k3
exrivad in Chicerd; end Ir rokes tuls etateront ré-liziry tis4 Fo

“ia vy vamas g5 €5 vib pomyorontizos £:0% plodo €3 L2 DlofA cne

riate from ..qno 1o chicagys To furttse elat~z ot et no o dig
Lo oyér nilo ony riblie otatenezt to tis offoat that 16 vay kis
e7izia 1 ot tho mir;lzno wiy huched £ inm £-ct, 243 nub pok way
statcoeats 1o tha prey o toa pidlle cincspning Kis £oindizy of
the m:ho_‘ : .

: Ly TRITTin Durticy stobeT 4ot ho ke prosioudly wirsd
ooT, wLary 10 ThImds re Lesty of wrliniton, wht 1% o bisilereld-liw
of Lo doceazel Topostly Dvyefr, exi that Fenzy mot Ein i <hicexs,
froa ralch plngn they bt procoedsl $9 tho sdcso ©f tha edcidnt
&2l 1xder 13 12eatify tho bady of Lica Dwyey; sidhsonintly, ¥eusy
£=1 T:ldwin po-omooriod tha Holy to Tooten, Perys  XE w23 Suxiys
1o tize that Mre Follwin wes in 94 coznsuy of Vesny that tho
poraibilities ¢ ¢ the ¢rech woy tho xesult of 8 bowd, Tixe did. .
cusseds Ere T-1Zvin chatzd tR4¢ rleany 913 Rin thot KE BiX Teea
tadkiny with & pilot of Tho Tgitcd AfrLimaz X3 -9 of 20 opinics
that tho vogliad esuldn®t bo exrlairned ouncot by boinge

© e Thetex o Foany of €7 Lte Verash e, #Xlinston, P eon,,
s eles }.r.‘hc‘ﬂiwgi_}’ menf T iye N0 mtvimed thnt By procrelsd

from Dostan $o Chieysn o Jotider 1ith, tha oy eftty the voazd,
teking tie poos ronto rn) E2avellins o tho gaxme eokodulo a3 o
puresod by Lise Cuyc¥e 1l lefd tho Yezams; e Fo #irpush ef 4420 Pull
for TMicery, £od Tiplng the trin, kY ponyersativoo wlfd tho rilcd
whesd pame ko recalls g3 o, 11, Foroedyy Lnilsd Ain Finew,

rlns $he cimwereationg, ke £2d $uo pllod diz2.v2ed Dro i ein

3 19 B fho ecei? nt eould beys krooacnad ~nd b~ pilot statel that

i

Tetevtlyy tho Ixited 4ir Lirss Eid esziwiletod c.:x3llerahly boaindss -

forncrly kil by ~ther eozpeting lines, r-siably €3 pevsoit of the
buzizoss ¢f otlesr Tlnony and o= tScre wrall bo o303 ¢tuse i |
Ssaliway £l einze-urnb vilful Leso 4o 36 busizeds of tha Tl
AIr Lirves, rennoly g nat stata that be theopoht thst tho croh was
Inztireted br #3y ¢om, otirs line Byt ccasid~rald 4t oo poagitle.

In t:la coxugotich, Kaboy eald toat iha pllot tell him 125t 4le
Laited 4> Lirce b3 Just pudetsse? 75 new plexac siufler £y tio
czo dastncycle.

In éicco~sing tha covsb df 12g ¢ectent, Feadnsdy stroroed

=3 Yook that {tn $211 of thin efrdlero eoprrato? 1o nid nir feox
tho Body of 156 pleko o4 thkrt £ elasic ogtuarmcd 1-pMatoly
rriow FMcretas. 173, tht iwy phasdnsoora, maatel recr tte toil of
128 plera were ontriaited therefron Tiphf effter the oicsiin w2
¥act £.umd, vere rit burmed, vrile o2 rexdininz persany in the
plezo wera burned, izdlectins that ths oxpltsisis =23 rig ix oo
oo of Pinve :




=
r 7 Lpe Keohoy furthor stated that bo hen.nd Juouledrd of Lip.

‘gauss of tha tieeldont ard hag hot rade eny stytencnts to the pross o
Tujilte with roferthico theretoy : N

Tt cay bo cédod thut Lor. Lonney informod accnt Lurphy that
. he agrizmedicd Lisg doroily Dayer $a tho airport ab Eesy Dostod, KYeoss
. . - 03 Ootodor 10th end tint dus to fallure to catel a2 forry boat, hios
- ’ Duyor flgead the -'glpng ghe ‘hed made. rogservations, for, schoduled to
- 106v¢ at 10.10 Ay vio imofloen Mrways.

st e #Yoyd Anforsaticn wasglven' $0 889t Dhd.0s Fay -f your ”
offict by tolophoke.ox vetober A4td, .
. L ' - _ . Yevy frul?&’mlrﬂo . t
T : | ‘ G5By LeKpan, . .-
ot Lo o . . Speoetrl ffond in Charrb, . -
- .'z . - _ L _ . R 1 .I“‘ { , ; ‘! ) )
7~ / . -
_ ¢o Diveoter ¢
' . . | -:r l‘ e :* Lo S, b .
1 B




h‘ MW‘&

Mr. Nathan.:_‘{ '
¥ mr, Toleon..__
2 Mr. Clegg.....o._.
Mr. -uwards —

MI’- ERAN e /
Mr, Hughes., ]
Mr. Quinn.........
Mr. Lester o,

Mr. Locke..... ——

MEMORANDDM. , - ) -

B

M }*Grldley of the UP 'belephoned to, state they had recelved a dis-
pateh from Oklahoma City saying that theoUm.ted Airline plane crash vas
arranged to'get" Nr. Joseph B. Keénan, buf XBEE he had pgone over the
route a couple of ddys before. T stated that this particular. pla.ne was
going from New York to. Chicago, and at the time Mr. Kéenan viag in the
West, so I did not see how this Tumor could have any truth. I advised
that further we were :mvest:.gat:.ng the crash and have not found any in-

dication of this.. I stated that we could not make any statement of - our -
findings until the completion of our investigation.
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" JE/esl Octaver 14, 1933.

VIURNTEN BT M, HATHAN.

H‘_:l, ook f tha!~tniveraal fervice tolephonod to state that the
Lopartoent of Commorce smnawmecd today that thoy had information that a
berd %od been planted in thdP?United Afrliro pleme which crashed severnl
38 £77, r=d thet the motiter hvd beoxn inrrod over to the Depariment of
Jaztico for Inveatiration. My, Guseck desived to werify this inforca-
ti'::"-lg '

I statod thal we L2d received ao rapont {rom the Dejartment of
Cormerecn, but hed received e rumor that tHera was a porpsibility of o
Groabing of the plene involved and that the Chicags gnd New Yorr cffices
o¥ tha Diviaion sre ot present working on that encle. T f'ylecd that T
. mlaratacd that the Deparizent of Commerce dnd the Unltel Airlime rere

aleco naking Investipaticns.

i

Very troly youra,

N Mroct r,

Lo 47
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W00/ FOR VR NATHAN.

1 Deuthak of o AP tclephoried 1o slale that iko Unitca Prefs
A3 paspying o vhory 1Esd T Lid ondered an inveatigation of dho plendbozb-
in7 4n Tadions, I advicod that late Tiurcldy everdng an invesilpaticn
zas créered of ibo crach f thePlnited Airline pleves I stated that the
Tew Yerk £xd Chicsro officos of the Tivision wre ,articipoting fn the in.
vestigriony to fotermine vhciher ttope aro any eircimatencos copcerning
ke crach whick sight ik2lcate itsd sooceono fntentionally placed en ex-
plosive ¢ the pline wItH 35l In sind, I staded that, owever, po for
%o 1ed roachod na conalusiza s 4o vRether there oz an explocive zboard
the plend. Ere Dontimb ingulred whon the Anvectigaticn would be cémpleticd
ord I stated 4% would probadly de pous time moxt woeks .

t

Yory iruly yours,

_Fircoters

~

FILES S€CTION Y}
MAILED 1

* OCT 7 1933 +

Mttt — .

1 ‘ Pt e
. v Phs = ¥, "™ = d 3 E
b pwesion o Illl;E_s!iSa‘!{b_u, . REG?‘?DED-' uwﬁj -
. C. UEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | "L & o e
N e ) momxEs |0 |

5

"Gt 18 4nEs ..

L




b ' Mr. Nathan.......
JOHN" EDGAR HOOVER C. : ﬁn osihamt 1
FOHN \ VE ] M- OF g8, re...

s — CIRECTOR ) S . o
_ L. i . Mr. dwa-ds.....

Bitiston of Infrestiy ' “gan e
: Mv HURN S e
L 3. Bepariment of Juskice W. Mi. QUAN e
. i : Mr L -5tor.......
Hushingion, B 4. ] _ - | Mr. Locke.....__
— " . IOctober 13, 1933.
9 HEMORANDULS, ’ T

With regard to the alrplel.ne explosion, Mr, .Purvis advised that Dr.iMuehl—
berger, the sc:l.entihc expert, formerly with Northwestern, has beén making -an
examination since last hight and as yet has not nade his finel report, but in
a former report has stated it was an explosion — a shatter:mg explosion rather
than a pushing explosion - c_:ausad by nitroglycerine or TNT or dynamite. Nr.
Purvis gtated that Dr. Muehlberger made his examination for the airline at its
request. HMr. Purvis stated that Dr. Muehlberger is with the cororer!s office,
and that he believes his report is dependable.

Hr. Purvis stated that Agents interviewed the Commerce Department inspect-
ors, who said the crash was caused either by an explosion br Ywing-fluttert,
the latter being something the aviation science has not so far been able to
understend.

Mr, Pufvis stated he is having the fingerprints of one of the déceased
passengers, a Mr, Sm:.t.h taken.

Mr. Purvis further edvised that the Agents are trying to collect parts
of the plene picked up by souvenir nters. He stated they have requested
the New York office to question Baldwin, who was to meet his fiancee on the
plene. He stated also that Mr. Col of thUnited Airlines called him this
afternoon and edvised he wanted to-hdve the Depariment of Commerce men, his
men, and the Division Agents get together for the purpose of issuing a state-
ment to the press. I instructed that this Division should not be a party

.to any suchjpresg yelease, and that Mr. Col could be advised that our

investigation would be conducted quiedly and“that no statément will be issued
to the press until the completion of the same, at which time the Department
if it desires, can.make such release.- Mr. Purvis stated he thought this is
the position the Department .of Commerce men will take , also.
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Divieion of Investigation, - \
Ue 5. Departmeat of Jastios, " Idem td 2ion Matter, }
1800 Bankers® Building, }
Chiemgn, Nlinois. '
:

i

J

1

VIS

Dear Jirs

I am trammitting herowith the fingerprinta of Emil Snith,
deceased, 5100 Argyle 3t., Chicago, Ill., which wars originally trens-
mitted by you to the Divisjon. Agent Burruse has subxitted thoass
tingorprinte to the Idemtifioation Divieton, World Uar Diviaion, adjue
tant dansral's O0ffice, Ver Departnent, &nd has vecoived informmticn
therefrca that they are identical vith the ‘fingerprints of ons Emil
Smnith, army derial 331650, oo enlisted June 4, 1910 at Fort Logan,
Colorado {acceptad at Dpaver, Colo.) amd who wes assignod 20 Troop I,
¥ourth Oevelry, at Schofisld Bayrecks, Honolalu, H. F., ingust 18, 1015.

The Uar Dsparinent recors ahow that on enlistnant he stated
thgt hie resldense was at Ohicago, Ill. {no addrass indicated); shat
the oeme and efidreas of the person to de uotifted ic csee of emerganey
“as his mothar, Nre, Baya Smith, 1810 Qrobard 8t., Chicago, I1l. The
rocord contains the following descriptive datas .

Age, on aenlistmenid 88 pears § ponths i
Ryes Light Bluo |
Hir Kook

Complation Rnday

Boight 6 o —
arital Status Stagls N =
Qoonpat ion Ja) osmen ,

Unifers shoe iseued Sise O4-B (size also given in
«nother paré of record as 7§-D) !
Permunent marks end

physical defaotes Fronts 8.2°x1/8° right urist.
8, *' m‘ lﬂgo !
8. /8% ort hand. |
l Backs 8. u" laft side, ~
) 3. §* right haend ;




/

Ho uas honorably @ischarged Juns 18, 1919 per Oircular
§266, WD 1019,~ charsotar, excellent; address on disshaxrge ~ Chicago,

Ik,

On repart of phyeical oxsmindtion dated June I3, 1910 mado at
Ft. Logen, Colo., Emil Smith stated that hin pesidence was 1610 Orchard
3t., Chiengo, Ill. and that bhe veb born Docmmbder 14, 1860 at Chicago.
He furthanr advised that he was lest employed for a poriod of 8 yoars by
the Frank Depe Campany of Obhisago, Yil. Thls physiocal exemination in-
dicates that he weighed 147 pounds, was 687" high, chest at expiration
847, chest at inspiration 377; ingruingl glands enlarged; slight atrophy
of the laft tostiola; corng on seocond toe both feat; alight overlapping
sacond toe Doth foel; teath - nppar right: §8 missing; upper lefy: #8
missing; lowar right: §8 and #5 micsing) lowsr lefts §6 missing.

Ths record indicutes further that on Jarumary 12, 1018 Tmil
Smith was admittsd to a hospital at Homoluln, H. T. for simple fracture
of the 8%h and 7th rida, both incurred in an gutanohile afoident aar
Schofisld Barrecis, Honolulu, H. T. ,

The Tile ocontaeins an ajplication mada by Euil Smi%h on July 3,
1930 for the Viotory liadal. At this time his address was given as SO
orth 8t. Louis asvemre, Chioago, Ill.

Application J£340200 for Adjustad Cospansation uss veselvad
fran Rnil Smith at the adjutent Caneral®s 0ffice, Wer Departiens,
October 21, 1924 on vhich his address was given as §100 Argyle 8%,, -
Chisngd, N1, This application, vihich mas sxora €0 by him Ootober 14,
1984, was witnessed by Bdw. J. Wolly, 111 fHyrth Canal 8%,, snd by Louis !
H, Joffae, 350 E. Bath St,., both of Chicege, I1l., tho olaimed that they
had imown him for 4 and 8 yeure, respestively.

Tho asrvice record file furtlier indlcates that on Kerch 1, 1919
at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, Enll Spith £fod g cancellation end gave notics
of disoontiouangs of hic §10,000 ter Riek Mesurence Folioy, application
for vhich ttas made hg him April 11, 1918,

The records of the Aljutent Jemsrel's Office, Mar Depsrtmant,
show that this 2ndl Saith re-enlisted June 19, 1910 at Pt. Ringgold, Tex.
for 1 year ani vas honorably discharged June 16, 1820 at Comp lisallen, Tex.j
afdress on discharge - 3801 Norih B4. Lomie St., Chiange, Ili, {
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The records of the Veterans Afninistretion®s A Pile
$2340090 were oxzanined through the cmparation of L¥. J. U. Barnes,
Boom 1090. This filo contains the sascond half of tho application
shove referred 4o and on which he namad as bemafioiryy his sister,
fies Elisedath Snith, 85100 irgyle 3%., Onhicago, Ill. This weeord
indicates that onm snguat 24, 1031 the Jeffersean Fark [atiomsl Bapk,
thicago, Il , lcanad Emil Smith the sum of J634 on Als sdjusted Con-
pensat jon Certifieato (13892284 which had been isouet to hin 1/1/88
for the feee valus of {1268, end bearing SJerisl Ja-23408200., Ths
f1lo dontains a Rodemption Eobice that tho loan was repeld to the
bank with interest totalling (648 68 on Maroh 3, 1088 There i
nothing further of record in ¢this file,

Very truly yowrs,

B. P. GOISANZ,
Asting Spacial Agant in Chare,

2«71
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ATR MAIL
SPECIAL DELIVERY

Director,

Dlvision of Investigation,
Us S. Dopartment of Justice,
Washington; D. C.

o
RE; UNITED AIR LINES*“.'I}BAIBPORT
Dear Sir:- PLA.NE #NG 13304 .

3
In connection with the repent aeroplane:icrash in the
vieinity of Chesterton, Indiana, Speclal Agents K. R. McéIntire and
W, Carter Baum visited the May Funeral Parlors; 4559 Milwauvkee Avenue,
Chicago, Illinols and obtained the permission of Mr. May to finger-
print BEnilySmith, a victim of this crash./ Rigor Mortis had set in
and the hands were stliff; however, Speclel Agent McIntire inked the
fingers and took the impressions of each finger or separate squares
of cardboard, which had been pasted on & fingerprint ecard, A photo-
static copy of this card is being maintained at the Chicago Office
and the originals are forwarded herewith. Several copies of several
fingers were made and these additional oopies are also belng for-
warded to the Division.

The father of Mr. Emil Smith, who lives at 5370
Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, was interviewed at the funeral parlor by
Agents. Ho said smith ran a grocery store at 5100 Argyle Street, w 886\9_[!,30
Chicago, Illineis until about three years ago, at which time he )
s0ld out this business. Since that time; positions have not been

.available and since Smith was comfortébly fixed, he has. been-living )

with his brother and his Aunt et the former addrsss. He was very & A )
fond of hunting and fishing and spent a good bit of his time in ’ 'Vg:" o3 %,
thosé occupations. He went to New York about two weeks ago to (z:,Q-E_; ’ @AS'E(“
attend the World Series and also. had information that he might be ’é- 'zfo,,,m“m\\““ ?
able to obtain satisfactory employment there, although it is not o/ L YARRE

known with whom. He was not known to possess & reyolver permit but
always darried an Illinois hunting license in his pocket: He for-
warded a wire 'to his Aunt and former business partner befors he Je

CoPIES DESTHBYEGrK for Chicago. = j IS /-

170 AUG 28 1964 Miss Anna Riedl, his Aunt, corroborateﬂ qthmﬁatﬁiﬁe?ﬁﬁ.ﬂ :
of the father and said that Zmil smith had no enemies. T@.ﬁ:a%ra%y_, > 3
which wae sent from New York bore the aymbols - "c AC 1 '

RY NewYork NY 10 257+, It bore a atamp na ked;) "0cire Al 518335 ot T'C"

=30 B, 0CT 20 1033 /%% |- e M\M
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The telegram read - "Leaving New York today by plane;
overything 0 K. love. (Signed) =milrv.

Emil Smith, it appears, seldom if ever wrote:. He served
in the regular United Statés Army- from 1915 to 1920, being in the
Hewaiian Islends at the times of the World War. He was honorably dis-
charged, so his relatives say, .at which time he entered the grocery
business with his aunt. He enlisted at some point in Colorade. He
would have been forty-five years -of age on December 14, 1933,

Nelghboré interviewed at the Aunt!s house gave Emil
Smith an excellent reputation and the mail carrier delivering mail to
that address alsc stated that Smith bore a favorable reputation. Hse
was konown to drink at ¥imes, but to never be intoxicated.

Additional informetion will be incorporated in & forth-
coming report:  Please Wire reply:

Very truly yours;,

N}\_Qm@

YCB:TMH M. H. FURVIS,

CC: New York Special Agent in Charge
Encl. ;

ATR MATL

SPECIAL DELIVERY
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MEMORANDTM
e Mr. Carrol¥Pecke inquired telephonically” cohcerning jbhe
developments in the investigation of the alleged®bombing of
theoaemplane near Valparaiso, Indiana recently. I advised
=3 Ur. Peeke that-we have not been able to develop any definite
i facts to establish whether there was a bombing of the plane.
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Y~ ' .- Dotober 19, 1933.

- M’aggfs’«/f
), Epecisl Acenb in Uhorge,
' $1v;[sion of Inveatization,
— U, Se Dopartzent of Justice,
nf‘T 0(] 1933 1500 pankers® Building,
Chtcago, I]J.inoIa

. Dear Eiry

) Upox: raceipt of your letter off %..& ﬁath instant, with
-reéférenco Lo 4o wittor antitled ULNITED AIR LINES TRANCPOAT FLANE
_ #i6 13304, the finjerprints of Enid Smith, deccaced, wefe Beui‘ched
in tha« Ydeatifieation Unit and. ro,. record, foundu

T riht;} have slnce been h-ansaitﬁed. to thg Tocal field
4€flco of the niviaion, whoré they will be desrched in the Aramy,

., soy-of thesp corvices, will bo t.rangnittéd direct. 1o you b;; tho
Waszhington F!.e'.l.d. Ofﬂca.

*

Yery 'ti-u_fl:r youray,

Mreétors

. .(“FlLE-&vﬂhl'”"q_ ‘\1 . - .
- ' MaLLEL i - S ) .

% O3F 16198+ |

"P.

p\.\.
| pivgioN of P ESTIOATION,
Lk U, 5 ;.vfemuwr CE JUSWLE

Bavy;. end Hacine Corps records, snd ruck record; ap may bp found im -
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J Mr. Hughes has read this letter and
* has Lh=) a search made for an identi-~

fication of the prints. No record was
found.
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DRTATIS;

= S Undér da’l:e of" O¢tober 13r 1933, a ‘belephqne ¢all was

Tecolved from the-Dirgetor by the New York Division
of'i}ice rilating to- the possibility of en explosion having occurred
aboard Rlan® Kos Q13204 of the Paited My Lihes; leaving. Ne.wark,
W.J., Alrport on Octobar 10; 193 Sy af 4:33 pem,, and dye to srrive °

- gt the OCletvelend Alrport at 7:22 pim, end at Ghitago at 8265 pimsy
poing trip Noi 23%s An. explosion apparently, Qccurrad ih this Plans -
mhile passing oveér the vicinity -6f Chesterton,. I,ndiana,, at gbout -
8¢ 30 Pellay OIL the fiizht 6% October: 10th, tesulting ip thé death of
all siyen occupants of this plane. AR lrmediate Ipvestiga:bion was
requestjad dug to tie fact that 1t was believed thére wore explosivea
aboa:r:d thig plane,

The inttiel 1nvestiga'&io:m of this miat}er was conducted by
‘Spacial Agent Ps 7. I'plan of. the New York Division oi’i‘icg who,
issued & memorandum. dated. 00to‘ber 17, 1983, goverimg tme invoaties -
gaq:.;lon made; a cbp;: of which :ts atta.ched and made g part of this
raportr. :

‘This “plane, on loaving the Newark, N.J., Airpoﬂ‘., hed the.
foli.owi:g pergons -aboards .

+ "

: LT ‘Robért :Dawaon W i Pllod
Ky Ty Ruby - & s = ComPilot
Miss B, Ms ,Dwan o b _:Paesenger
" 'Emi) R Spiith & @ = I*assauger
" ‘Miss Rlide Scr.i.bnbr = -Stewardess

-

Thdre mere only twe payiig passengers ‘aboghd this plane,

namely,, Eni) R, Smith of Chicegd end. Mlqs Diyer -of ‘Boa*bon, Ma.sax o

‘e momoiranduti of Agent No,la:n setg.out an invds"bigat ion xiade
&} the Hotel Roosevelt, 45th Strogt mnd Madisbn Avenue, Now York city,
at which hotel Smith wag registered Prom Ootober 6 ta Dctober 10,
X 3.933, .‘l.n Rqom 7205 Telephope messages to this room were traced,
>+ ‘both: outboi‘ng and incoming-, quring the ;period that Smith was régise
tered at this hotels It was. ascertained that anpa:enﬂy ¢alla wexe
made to the Forpest Hotel, 225 West 49th Street, as verdfication -
of the telephone messageg emavatlng -from the Forrest Hotel end the-
‘Rooaevelt Hotel 1ndiéated tha:b Smith Had baeny in touch with oné
" Patsy Marghnlk, gad- alsq in touck with ona 4Axt L.cGinley‘, the 1at't:er-
algo being registered- -at ‘b‘he Forrest Hotels - .

H I.u_-au

i




6235050+ ,_ . _ .

¥

- Patsy Marshell, upon . Be:mg inferv],ewed, by Agenf Lolan,

dented miy lmowladgs of smi’l'.h, -and refused to enswer the q;ueaficna

propounded to Hers

: This agent checked the original tolephone tickets at the
Roosevelt Hotel; with the assistance of ©iss Heara,. Supervisor,
covering calls outgoina and. ineéming to. Roai 720 dur.i.ng the pariod,
meptioned, The origlnel tickets showed that, bn Saturday“,

Uctober 7th, two incoming dalls webe recefred at thie Hoosevelt,
Hote]: the telephone opanator meking g notation that both were

-una_nsﬂq;-edt These twd original 3ickats bear the notation that

the perty calling way Patsy Yarshall, Room 1115, Forrest Hotale

Thereupon, gn appointment was made with Kiss Marshall at ’
the Forrest Hotel, wherp she was again interyieyeds . She foén
rolated $hs incidents. rolative $o 4 méeting With Suith, together

" with the subsequent ¢alls made by ¥elophons and the. )com‘ez:sa‘bions

had wity smiths . She’ Stgte(l $hat. she £ifgt met Smith on ¥riday
night, Qdtoder 6, 1933, at thé tornér of 45th Street and Broadwey,
New York Cit¥, where ghe lad her fivst copve:saﬁion ‘with hifm
lastihg goproximately fifteen mihutes, She dtated that %his was &

- £1irtation and that at the conclusion of her convsrsation, hey .

exghanged ‘belephone numbers, he promising %o call hbr .at the hotéds
Miss Mershall claimy that she dig not fiow Smithr prior ﬁo +his: tine.

" and did not see him- asain the:r.‘eaf,ta]: although she, tall;ad o ;him
C g ‘&he teiephone savaral ¥1ires. on Oc%

ober Bthy . |

Shg atatﬁd th'at Snith fnformed her that. Y had a grqcery ~
§tdTe in CHi cagd and ‘that this was his fiist visit$ to New "York
tity 2hd that he was }onesome in Neow York and degired compahy,
He informed her that he expected. to lvave the oi’by on: Tuesday by
;plane on his return to Chicagos. . i .

: She atatés that she. called.him on: Ebe ~telephone on 1‘3t;a.i:l;u'd.tsg".r
as she had né engagempit durlng the dey .end would have bebh #illing -
to aee him but thak she was inable t¢-got him on the telephone at -
his: hoteél; that on the following Hey, Sunday, October 8th, he called
her darly :Ln +the morning and eégaln ‘abou¥ noon but that she mas: .
upable to sée hin as she hed fheds other plans fod the. day., - At ‘l:hat
timé; she stetes, Smith invited her to his room to have g Aol )
but she refused his invitabions She gtates 'l;hs:!; ghe 4fd not thear
from him agaly and weg: not certdin that he- was the sapmah who
‘had’ beord EiIled on the ‘plaite -alfhough she réad of the accident in
the newjpaper snd poticed +tie- name of spith ag one ¢f the passéngers

-

- w6 mete killed¢ She states that she kndws. pothing further about. _

Stith, '
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Yith refeérence. to the posaibilﬁ:by tha’p e, xob McGinley,

" . Sporting BEdltor-of the Hartfprd, Coim,, "Times¥, had called,

- ¥ Saith pn thé telephone s it was ascertailnéd. by sgaln chackirng
The reco:ﬂs of* thé Forrest Hotel that on Oc:tober gth, undor.
youchsi: 131; lr, AecGinley &dlled someone at the Boosevolt Hotele
However , ‘the Trecords of thie Roosevolt Hotel do not show that ahy
callsd were received Lo Room '?20 on Suhday s Oc’ﬁdber -8%he

ur. Arthur McGinlay Sporss Bditor oF the Har{-.ford “Timba"

‘hoite addregd 1969 - Ebulevarﬁ, wogk ‘.E{n:r.'tfqz:d c:om:.., Wag ‘intemriewed

by Spocial agent 7. Fo Connor,.. Nr: NeGitnley .siated that he was ;
Togigtered at the Forrest Hotgl, New York City, om G¢tober 7 amd 8, )
and ‘that during that time he received & Helephode call from ° *
¥r, Tarnexr Smith, who. eelled £ram the Adgonguin Hotels Harder Shith,
acgording to Mrs MeGinley, is mansger of the 43nd.- Jtroet branch of

the Travelers Insyredce Gompamy, lir¢ NeGinley :t’u:r:ther B‘l:a‘ﬁeﬁ ‘tha‘t-'

no other cal];s weéres receive& By h:Lm nor 418 ha '].ace any cally $6_
_onyolts in the ,Roqse\;rei‘b Hotole HE i‘u::ther atated thet the neme of

“Emil Smith was witerly unlcnbwn 6. :him and that hé Feoeived po.-call

frop anyone by that name whila he was. stopping at the Forrest Hotel. :

He fitrthor stated 'i:ha‘b while in How York Clty on Gctober 7 and- g, he
attended the YWorlad perlod gemos agd during that fime saw one
-'Kenneth Suidh, baseball writer attached to the staff rdf tha .

New Yor}r "})aily Mi;;qrorﬂ but tha*t hé& neithe*s.‘ c&llﬁd. n.ozs :r.'éoei‘yegi a :
c&ll £rom Kemiath Suitth, *ﬂhila in Hew- York Cit)u ' : .

i X :Burthar inveatigaﬂ,on, waa mde at the Rooseyel$ Hotel in
C e, offort fo asgeirtain if eny packdges were sont to the room.of
Bill Snith durfng the period rignticheds The rogords in the pogsession
of M.as Gruber, the floor suparintendant of #he geventh floo: of 't‘he
Roogevelt Hotel, weré pzdin stamned but the ronly gervice foimd: . ) -
that wes nede to Room 720 during ‘theé poriod DctoBsr & to. 10;, Yas o .
that of a suif of clothing being' deliversd Yhore by ‘the dry c]:eaners,,
A.further gheck vas made: to ascertalm i€ puy of the beilboys had
deldvered & packega to the Yoom of Me.. Smith without a tecord haviig
‘been mada ¥hereof by the ‘flver superintendent, but it wag found thyt
: NG Farcel hdd bean. ﬂélivo.’ged to Room 720 .

ﬁr‘. F+ De Jo:;dan,, ‘bal‘.l.boy Ho. 56 at 'l;l'[e Boodevelt Hotel 4

- pegidence .1.08-a35 53xd Avenite, Sofona; L.I., -8tated that he- xemembera
T veYy well saeing W, Snithk and hanalih.g hisg ’basgage at the Fine ot
his arrivel ox Qetober Bth, He Biaged tha‘t Mr:. Subth had.Sne beg

of dazk browd leather with' & dguble- 'handla fnd thot Nr. Smith
appeared. Yo be g very qulet, noh~talkative man as he -atbémpted

to. enfer Into conversation. with him but wad unsuccessful, Mr, Jorden

- ata_‘bes that he noticed Smith in the hotel several times thereafter

but 2t no {ime was he accompanled: by anyone end he did noi'}’- reooiva

| any sersr:l.cé -at his. rocm,

= - R N
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: M. William kdxwell,, I‘..anager, Tnifed AlY Lined A.trport
0ffice, Newark, N.J., statod that the above-mentione?:l Plane left
"the Cleveland Afrport dn OStober 10; 1923, at 12:00 ofclock moons

- arriving at thé Newark Airfiort at 23 20 p.ms; that the pllot on
the plane on thet trip was F. 0. Johnson, Cleveland, Ohio
_Mr. Black, Co-Bilot, of chicago, I¥l,,. pnd Niss horgan, Stawp.rdeas,{
of Ohicago, -I1L& - ‘

‘Mo, La.'xwell Purther atated 'thz{f. aﬁ ‘the ‘Fire ﬁhis plane
arrived, 1t wes dmiediately nhloaded .and the.mechanics begair an

. duspection. of same iir ordar thet. 1t might be prepaved for return

trip at 4:30 p.m, the.semd afternodn, He stated that the mechanics
who inspeoted, anq nade some répaims on ’ohj.a ship prlox to 1tg.
laaving at 4:%0. p.may were Edcund Kolekowsk{, ®. Lims, Ofville - ]
Williamsoh end P. J, Dodn, and possi‘bly others of whan hve has np : R
knowlédge. - Also,. that the- shib wde cleened by portors Theocrore o '
Robinaon and 1filtof Har;:ia( cqlora;i 9mp1csy‘ea of thé girport,
I, !!axwell when q_udsi:ioneﬂ, rélutiys to the mothod bf— ‘
: plttt::l.n¥ blankets in tha blankat campartment of this plang;. stated
i

cthat viould te almost impossibvle to ascerfain who placed these
blankets; ‘thet tho supply depot was maintained at Chlcego ani that .
blan¥ets wexé 'originally plaoed in tHe pléne at pt;icagos Furthen,. o

that 1t yas. requi::ad, Yy the Tules “that Plankets bo .aired &t
certaln interyals but that these blankats might Have been Ii
plane No¢ Hc«13304. ox in . any other p.'l.ane g couple :o;‘.: monthy bofors
‘baing aireéra

-

!

o' AN interw:lew -wad ha¥ with Mre Edomnd Kolakowski, nachanic, c
" ylio ,resides at Nos ) Grummsn Avenue,-Nawark, M.J. s Kolakovéski[ ‘ .
hes Deen, 1h ‘the sérvice of a8 United Alr Lineg fof geveral yedrse :
He statéd that lip had e record 4f being four yesbs In the - L o
Tnited States -lfaxriné Regarve, Thirg Classy beving: the title of ,
Coxporals He. stated tha¥ at; the. tlme fha abové~mentioned: plane ,
-came into the girport at about 23 . 50. DPim. on- Oetober 10tk

U, Ruby, the co-fp!.lot, aakad h:lm, 4% that Was the plate that was

‘to Jleave. at 4i30;. that he told him that it was schaduléd to laave

ab thet time.. He stated that he made  a thordugh. inspectioh of

‘thé entire plane. bafore Lt depa::ted a}. 4330 paay that daye I
making such inspedation, hé:stated that 1% was oustomity to benirl
such ingpéotion at the 16ft enginey which he inspévted and thm,

_ mede. gn inspection of the entire ships Ho stated That he ‘Hag

" mechanic Beavers draln the Left tenk for priining before the-

enging wag zassed and that the.engines were sterted elther by

Art Gmi'toh, or Paul Toans _ .

‘e | ‘ S
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In making & detnilad inspectiop, such & wis done on:
this ship, he stated that he.sterted the inspection at the
Tight horizontal ata‘bilizer, making surs -thet all the rivets
were tlght and there wers no loose rivet heads and that the &kin
wea not wrinkled, He -thén Inepected thé right. elevator, the
hinge, the fiitings and nuts for- cutter keysd; then he ment o
_the right side where he. inspécted the rudder hinge fittings and
the bracketp, and then inspected thé inil wheel and the oleo Lei;
tlien h& Went to. the left side, insgpecting the rudder, the fite
_ tinga &hd the brackets; then fo thé left -elevators which he
itspacted the same as on the right pide- then he ingpected the
Soft hortzontal stabilizer e gome -a& hé had domd the Tight,
glancing at the fuseldage up as fer as. the reer compartments fox ;
wrinkles, He then inspected the bylly of seme and locked &t
the loek ofi the xear comne::tment door, left alde ruselage and
hinges znd in‘l:’bi 5 on sames He -then opened the: door of. the R
compartment and sfappad into the compartment making suré.
that there Wére no . Sho¥t circitits on 'l'.he ,'J.:I.ght 4neidey ‘He
then .opbned “the cargo: Inspect&.on Qoo and madé an ingpaction
of tlie . .eableg, fitiings and the: pulleys inaidep He. §tated
~ there wds nqthihg gidbed in- this compariment ut fhe. timo. this .
inspection was made and that he tlpsed the. rear compa:‘hnent ins . .
spaction dooxr &nd then 1napected £he. ceénter section of the 1ef1:‘ '
‘wing, looking at the fuselage and cen{-.er geéfion 'I:;l:itq Btrlp,
also ehecked a)l the gerews: and atrips: to ‘dee. that ‘they. wera
aequre j.tnd.brn@dth ‘the tuaalage.

L ‘He ‘then 1n.§pacted tHe Left ﬁing band apd also the
£railing -edge on thb loft wing and took noti¢e of the ailerons
and say that the fittinga and brackets ‘Wexrs, socuréds He then
chocked ‘the left. wing tipg including the 1ights undernsath the -
left wing, togéthér with the inspedtion plates vhich wére
.Openod 1o inspect:-the. aileron; worm gear 'and assembly, -akso
opening the inspechion plate. and inspeotin the ailéron. fl&p,
worm .géar;, 1eft tirs dnd landiung gear on thé same sides He
8lEo ogengd ‘the inapect:lon dooy be:;eath the left .gas tank and,
drained Bame foit wiaters;, thpn the gas control yalves underneath
and in genter o;l’ fugblegs: ‘.lnapecfed.

Then an ingpection was madé of theé right main gag temk .
snd auxllliary gas- ¥ank and seie drained Tor water; then the \ . '
¥ight $ird-and lending gear assexﬁ,bly were inspécied. :

1
' Yie then went to the ¥ight side and, continued the ,sqma
inspection as on the 1eft wings He then further continued the
insfection of the right slde in cenber séction through the
Jeading -edge lnspection door, checking all the vislble gas: Lank
s‘]:r,hP brcigtsand other aeccessoried. He. then opensd the j.n,apec--

E I
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tion door ‘beneath the- pilotty c_oc‘kp.tt bengath ‘!'.he ‘fuselage , chéoke

. " ing over the flares not being seftled: amd the cabiéa on Séme
. bbing free nnd cheecking the accesaoriesx and control chbles and.

pulleys. N _ ) .

He then inspected the alr speed venturi, then opened :
the nose door of fuselage, maki'ng sure. the dooFs ond hinges. were
intact, and inspected the antirs front compartmentg Thers ‘wag

~ nothing ‘but equipient in this compariment at the ¥ime of . A

inspection, Then & further inspection was iefa of the Left.
conter section and the loading edge of left wihg, sauy as was '
pade of the right wing. Thefi the ‘inspection wag carried owvar -

.the right Wwing, same as had béen made over the left wing: The

ga‘bin -ehlranced door was ;mspected, at which time two porters wWere \
cleaning the inaide cabin; these yorters being némed :Rohinson and
Harria,, .- B . Lo T

He theh d.nspgactgd the inside gabin begimﬁng wj.:bh ‘ther

- yashioom end the: blenket compaitment. 'The bldukels, he Bortedy

wére in’ the compiriment sll rolled ups The blanket corpartiment

“HE S, fﬂled axnd he moved the blarkets over on one .sfide by sliding-

hiz hapd behind some Of themy He: found nothing owy of the : .
ord,inary in thiq gompart'mants He &tetos that, he also found two .

or thrpe pillowa in this oompartmen't ami *khat 1t’ waa. qustomary
to have £018;. pﬂl\aws t.he:e. . ,

H

I{é mther ipspeo:l:ed “the. equipment' ana’ i‘ound semanﬁhing

\ in good. conditiofy. Further :I}/’(gs%i_gctiqn wos. made ¢f thé three:

amatl compartmemts adjdming, d¢ of ‘the-washroor, the upper
cotpariment conta.:in‘ing megezines; the middle. éng fodd trays ard
the lpwer one had about five oxtra passenger cqnvonl nge contaimers
and some sanitary drinking cupss [The first aid kit g the Tear o:f'

. seat NO, 9 wag jingpected; which af the time was senleds  The

chairs Wwere inspected; making sure thAt they were all secured
and thet the abtendentts caill Buttons end 1ights wpfs in drders

ghair end also the .col§ air venks on windows wWere :I.napbcted. i
The cockg‘it was then dnspected, inéiuding all controls being
checkado oy

Mr, ‘Eolakowaki stated that ‘r.'hen to. completed fthe }
ina;pec’bion af this planey he séw msqhenic Poul Doan hook up & tow
bui.on the tall whéel -fnd notioed 4 nall in the tire whick, whén
pulled oty ﬂﬁttened the tize. This- 4ire wao then chengéd dy -
mechenica ‘Ddan end- ﬂuiinmson. He i‘l.tcther stated that he then
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went to the shop tu complete his inspaqtion shoet m;d -as hp left
the shopy Doan was working on the tail'whkesl end he hoticed that
the rear cargo .compariment door was sta,nding &ﬂar £nd he thereupon
opened this dogr end saw the beg of the stewardess whlch hed her
ngoplate attsched thereto; Thére was nothing eise in this coms
pertmernt ut that timev He states thp.t he then closed the doors

This 1nspeotion, Mr, Kolakowski atate,s, wag oomnleted-
apout 25 or 30 mimutes before the -deperture of the planes Furthbrx
that he -sai nothing unusial ahéut this ship and saw only sope
visitors who looked at the ghip while his inspéttion was taking
“Pplace but he did not ndbtice who thoge visitors weres We further
Btsted that he did not see the ship ge it lett the porta

Ih addition to. ‘t.he above -gtatensnt, Eolakowski at&tea ,'
that he 414 mot teet, the plane for gas léakage as thek test was:

mede in Ohigdego by use of a prosgure systeny Howéver, therd was _ ;
" no leokage of £asg ’notd.ceable atr the timB b_f his 1‘nspectlon. ' -

, M’::, Kolakowak;!. gtates that the nhchinists Orgeniized
what wpg -chlled the }Each.inistsl ‘Hnion connhectad wI.th. the American
Eedaration of Labor aboid two ol Phree months ago but that there
lias been no sgtiike of ne.chiniats and thot ‘bherg hes been: ng R
friction of the. machinists wi‘bh. thoir. enployers an& that tl;e::e ia-’
no grisvanca; to his ]cnowledger L S ey

[ N - - . .
' - 1

L Eatdie r.im,,mchan,ic, reﬁiaing at 411 Springriold

Avenue., Wewark, N.J.; was jnterviewed. Iiza atates that he hos
been, {x- the employ of the United Air Lines since the last. of May,
1933; He atntea That on the day ship Nos NC=13304 loft the Heyvurlc
Airpori; about fiye minutes of four in the afternodm, he notlged .
'anail in the tafl tire of the ship am. that this neil was pulded .

by Paul Dan; mechanic; that Doai and Grultch took the Bssembly . -.°

off plnne Hos 15344 And: placed it on. plaré ¥os 13304, Pinishing -
the ‘work a% ‘about 4:35° ‘ptis  Tho .8hip wap then ined up in :(‘rozt
“of *the hdnpary and le we:mod up. hoth motors. He stated that ha
noticed nobhing unususl’ about the shipand wes present et the
time- that the ship loft ot 4:33 p.ms;- thet he assist’e& in 1oad1ng
the baggage jnto the noge. comparfmbnt byt did not pldce any -
axpross thersine Ho stated that he 4ld not recall eny of the:

passengers end doeg: not rec;a]l wha.t haggage ses placed in the noso ;

. of the Plames .

o In, refe::enca 15 the position of thé g&s tanks on this
type- -of plahe, Lima stated- that there a“re;gas tanks in -one wing and
‘ouo gas 'tank in the other wing and that the gas tubes rin inder-

&8 ' . ‘
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neath the cabin hot further than .the middle of aamey goilig; frgn. ) !
-éach_ving ahd mee‘l;ing underneath the miﬂdle oi' the cabin and. from
“%here the tubes rim to thé engines .Altoge‘bher, ‘He stated, thére

_ woré about sight fest of . gas tubling. X
. In erference t6 the assoclation of mechaniez, he statsa
that about a month or 36 ago the mechanies organized under thae : :
name of the Aiy Eine Méchanies Association; that. they gbtained -a :
charter affiliated with the American Federation of Labor but thaf. SR
‘they are not operatibhg under the yiion séale of wages ‘and that .
. theré has beey no friction Detwpen thé mechanics. afd the
anrployers' that. 4t was his :‘mri:her un&erata.nding and; 503311:
~around *’bhe port. that. the Chica&q énd Cleveland pilota had boen
doing 3ome agiteting én account of %the Iact that thelr basig pay
was, to ‘ba. changeds He gtatyd that he Imows of no. radicalism amopg
any of the exployes. at ‘the Newark Alrpert and *t:ha,t there hag bean
no f::iction of -any kind, o h.is lcnowlédge. "

+

.o - Oyvillé 'ﬂilli?amson »macliahin, 1465 Le;ingtch. Blace, o
Rlizabeth,. N.J‘., stated ‘l:hqd‘-' on Qotober 10th he asslgted. in plaéing
enother tall whéel on plane No. 13204, wH,¢h was to depart for
_ Chiesgo at 4:30 p,mi; Yhat this Work mas completed about fifteen
ninutes prior to the tim& that thé plane left; thet he made an : . i
inapection .of the battery. éud ¥he radio eq‘_l.ﬂ.pment on this 'shl.p angd B
also the 113111;1::3 safstam and found everything in. good opders Po . - .,
- ptates that he d4fd not go inaide of the shipy nor d1& he agsiSt in : ;
placing the baggage and noticed xgthing unuaua]. -about ‘the. ship,
neither did he notice any o:i‘ the passongerss. .

ﬂ

Paul :I'. Doan, 420 Eaat 5th Avenue; Roselle, H.J., 8
mechanid, stated that he.lad bognin the edploy pt the cozpany mbart.
three yearss. He stateéd that he chenged the frequencyr add gave ther
radio an {uspection on Ship 13304 Just prior o its leaving on 1ts .
4rip to Clévelend on the afernoon of october 10th, He &l80 in= W
apected thenoso of the ship and the cockpite .He furthex stabed . - :
tha}: hé. a‘ssiate;l in repl&cing the tail wheel on. 8hip 13804 and _
that he took the Yail wheel and dasembly: off of ship 15342 and
aagisted in plaeing Bame- oi .ship 13504, -and, that {his. work was
completed. ahout ten mirnutes before the departure of the planas -

' He statés that he left this ship about 4:20 Deme and left the

premise.s after the ghip. hed doperteds Hé states that he sqw’ , .
néthing inusual, abont thig shipand that gverythmg appoared norgals. .
He further stated, that. upon thé arpival of thie. ship on the after= ' .-
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gormenced: .and: ‘tl:-at it was entirély cohpletad Just beforo the ship
loft the pdrt at 4:30°p.m, He ave it as bis -opi:ion that there .
yag no po,ssi’b:l.li'by of fumes arising frbu the gss J:lnﬁs‘ ‘because the
gap lites run aiructly acrosy fron tha tanks and the enzine ond
not to the rear-of the plane, 1%, Doan states. that ho is not a
member of the llechanics Unlon apd that he Juows of no Friction
exlsting ‘betmen the e:nnloyes end the offietals of tbe United

r Linese

‘Theodors Robinson, tolored, 84 Dawey Street, Blootifield,.
.. 754 is a porter employed by thée 'Um.teti A:I.T I-.ihes at its }Iewarlc

~ station, . Robindon stateéd, thathe worked ifinide this plare about

‘ten minutes pf four ofclock on the afternoon of October 10th,
cleaning this sliipy He: cleaned the entire ingidé. éabin apd washed
gone of the windqms, He states that hé moticed the blenkets in
the compartment of ths ship but sew no packeges or anything unysual
about the eabin of mwhere oh the: ‘ship, He atates thet he lefi
ﬂ;e premisés at the 'bime -tha shlp depai'ted. ds 'he wen.‘b a:f.'f duty at,
ﬁ 20 *p.m. '

" - ' 1 T

11ton Ha:ris,. -colored, 75 Cross. Stisel; Vauxhall, N3 oy I3

. . & porter cnplo¥el by %khe United Alr Tines at the Newark Airports

LY

Ho stated that he cim‘mad the windows of the ship in questia:
dngids and out, Just bafore it departed on thé aftdrncoi -of
October 10tH, He Baw nothing unusugl about the ship and, gay Mo,

" Phackeges ingidde ‘He afated that he npt the stswande'ss a9 -gshe was:.
going 4o the ,sﬁ;lp and assis‘tad, bé.r In corry.ing her bggs which
consisted: of ong shoppi:ng beg; oné skevardéss?! bag made. of
1pather, and one shall traveling bag, licht edlore He put thepe
thresd bags on the ground near the ship and lo £t then there, He
states that theresfter ho saw the stewardess. ingide the ghip
;putt:lng coyers o, the saatq bu} saw nothing rurthero

- Re T, Fipan, 1823 Fodt. Zpd Avenue ’ilosseil.le:,r NoTeq ds empLoyed
at the ti’c!:et office of the. Talted Aiv L:{nbs Newar}g AL TP Ho
-“phated that on the aftornoon, Df October 161:11 he. saw Hv. Eni¥ Smith
at the time an exchangs was mada of his “ﬁicl:e'b and was @lsc preseéhd

wheén ‘Smith took a packege cut of his bag and placed a boti:la ot
ii,-quor therein.c ‘Ha.-stated that the packege taken from the bgg was
about the eise of g packnzs mede by wrepping a palr of temnis
Slippers, the package being wbout. the ordinary léngth of a shoe and
abqut 5% in diameter;. and belng wrapped im Lisht browt papers He
,eould nop say, liomgter;. ‘whetheir there wag 3 string wiappad aroumd’
the packege, He stated that he £at the impressfon, that the wrapper
did not contain 4 bottles lothing .fu:;-thgan #ins seen by Mr: Finan
of Smi‘!:h ot this pdclﬁga attsnr Smith boardsd the- ships

crawford Hew‘by, portel; describea 'l:his paclcase as. be:l‘.ng

w 10 W

-
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about eight inches in 19113{711 and four inches in diameter -and

. the wrapper wds. broswn paper; He s‘f.at:ed ‘Ehat e gék the ;me:r:essioh

~on the’ night of ‘O¢tober X0th, iirts plene being due in ¢leveland

=

the Apla.ne 4 800D :ceturnmg the::ato canrg'ing ’{:his packaae wi-th him,

that .gince Smith was denfad the bottle of liduoy ghich was. _ .

uhvwrapped, that the packa,ge hs took ot of the bag %as algo @

bottle off liguor, He states ‘that he daes rot recall phether

fhis prackaze was sealed or whether it had a s’c:r:ing Wrappad

around 1to s

. Mr; R, E, Pfennig, General Superintsundent, Unitea, A*h:

Lines,. Chicazo, Ill.. stated to egent ‘that Suith wag seam at o

+he €leyeland, Ohio,, Airpbrt upén the 1&1161115. of thé plane there

op ‘trip: os 25 at 7:22 pime and due to leave at 7:37 pim. Tor Y

Chieagas. Mz, Pfonnig states that’ Sm:l:b‘h. ¥ias meen at CGleyveland by

Mrs. John Iialp.m, the Cleveland passenger egent for the United.

ALT Lines, vwhose offica is at $he 1naicipal Field, Cleveland,

Ohio, dnd thet Smith at that time had’'left the plane aud hed &
paékeze under his arm but. that sn;i.th, aid nob venture. far from

A In :r;eferénce to the exgress pagkage whi ¢h haa been sent
by the Asaociated. Eress of New York to Ghicaao, ¥v. PPennig

- atated that thig packsge had boen placed in ther redr nail gomw

partment of the: plane and that the pleces of this exprneds package .
were ‘found scattered near the wreckage and that the -gicturea -
a:ppeared* to have been puncfurai full of holes, : L

Rabeit- Dewson, pilot, a:lome .a&d;'oss Olgvelend, -Ohto, was

-1nter#£ewed., He. si:a ed thet ebout thirty ninubtes priox to the.

arrival of this p].q.ne &% Cloveland, Ohio, he v:l,a.ited with the
passenzérs and that he fommd Smith sitting im Hoat Noa 3

readings He asked Smith.how he was enjoying the trip and Smith

replied. thet he was en:]oy.ir;{; it very much, Mr, Dawsan furth,er -
states that Smith &ppearsd to ba very congenial and joked. with ,

him and the othet pessengers; ‘&hat he had a talk with Smith and
'Miss Dryer and the -stéwardsss;. that duri‘ng thia conversation, _
'Smj;bﬁ wds ‘seated in -Seat Nd, 3, Miss Dwyer in seat Wo, 4, he,

‘Dawson, sat on the adzgg of Sea'l: Koy 5 and Miss Seribner; ’l;he

" stowardess, was seated in Seat N6, &; that this conyersation

lasted fifteen or tventy miputss and that he left them and went |
back o the cackpit about fifteen minutes befoyre thy landing was
made gt ‘the Cleveland alxporte Ha stated af tHat tiné: o blankets
had ‘been jeken by any of the passengers. He furthor stated that ., - .
it aid not-appear that Smith had bésn drinking Auy 1ituoz;
dtherwise he would have notdeed iy at the timeé: hé talked to
Smith. He further states that upon landing at the Claveland
Airport,, the gtowardess askéd smith about getting out of thy
plane and gatth inquired as to how lopg the ship would -be landed
thore and was tpld about fifteen or twenty minutos, o::: time

=) 11 -~
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enoughr tq rafuel;
HI‘. Dawson st&i‘.es that at the ‘tlme 'ne 1eft the flane;

Snith was gtill replining ixn nis chair, He further stated that
coupllot Huby had brought his b-ig out of the mail, compertment
-8t that time and that Ralph Groasbltch, Assisfent laneger at the.
cleveland Alrport; looked igto the ‘:ear maeil compartment and
remarked. that there was a package or large emra].o;pe th.ere 4’ ‘I:I!Ls

apparently being the expresa paclcagoq | .

"

24 Dawson, ‘further stated thaﬁ smith imp];essetl him By 8
‘very 1111:91113@1% person and tha} he could see ho reason for
their Being any auspicign of him, He Purthéx gtatad that he
- Baw po packege that Smith l:uaq or that might have been in his Seat
-at the time he talked to him, He further atuted thdat it was véry
chilly that &voning. “in clevala.ndi Ohlo, anl {that he hplieved -
Simith 412 not stay outside long bécausé of ’ohe ﬂegthar conditiqnss

M, “Dawson ’.Curther statied. that he i3 a mamber of the o
Pliots .Asaocip.t*ion alfiliated with +thé Amoplcon Fedoraticn of
Labor and ket thero has heen some dissatisfaction expressed
pimonz tha. pilots by reason of the United Alr Line officials des
siring to change. thely basic rate of pay mhich womld nean a cut
in wigeq. Hewever, he stated he knows of no threa{‘.s o the
- ¢ompany and: Shea no reasoh why enyone should ¥ish, *f:o deatroy atiy

,propanl'r of the ccmpan:m. . -, i

- Agent nmade an examina";ion of the type of plate in q,ueat:.on.
vith §. H, ¥akhell, Manegeér, and 'dldo mochanicy Doan -and Andersei;
in an effort to dotermine the possibility of gas vapor colle;:ting
in theé middle or mear structure of this type of planey. The fdrw
struetion of the plane shows that beginning from the forward )
" portich of ‘the plave thyoush %o the tajl, there 1ls au-open space ,
or clearance of at least six inches nt the hoad and omidghip, - °
%eporing. down to ebout ‘thipe -oF Lour inchea &t tho back o thy
roar bﬁggébe or ma:l.l compaﬁthnt, This dpen 'spaca runs under
the Tloor ot tlie ¢dbin atid 4s broken only by efoss soctlons at
the rear bag,,age compartment through which intersection thoré 18 a
series of holes arraepged in size from abiont 2" to 1‘&“ pernltting
.£rpe uge, of the ¢ontrol caBles extending from the control ‘board
in tbe head of the ship to'the tails At thé head -of thiz bpen
space 13 au inspeciion doop vpening bencath the jnncture of the.
gpg vglves: from ell thres tankse Thisg dodx contains vents for
the. disposition ot Bas leakage or gthar 1iquids which might
gather; The juncture of thesp gas lines takes. place in the open
sphcé referzed to dirsctly undar the I‘lao:: of” the ca‘bin at
approximately Seéats No. S and Hoe Gs - :

' ﬁ_l 1..2- -
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I.iemtengnt Newman; who Iectures on sxplogives. anﬂ. bombs- at
thp Po].ice Acadelyy Hew York City, stated that. .dévelopments in the -
-apt of makfng bonba and causing explosicns of seme, hove eYiminated
the necessity of using titie clocks byt that a chemical Tuse cmp<
posad of sertaln aclds goming in contact with one sumother nay cause
ypontaneous ignition. regardleéss of tima, that these chemi cals ney
ogarate asdosenibed within g short perio& of time ox that it nay
extend over a period .of a few days or even woeks before any action -
is caused and an exp].oaion takes ;place.

€

Lieutenani Howman further stated s&hat ‘blaat caps. are used:
. in Yombs confaining’ Bynami,te or-high ezplos:[vﬂa as, thay. mec‘ulm an .
:Lnitial oXplosion %6 set them offa _ . .

_ . ‘The smoké resulting from the use gt such :a bemb d.a as
£ollowsy. all of which san be deﬁer!niped upon. eXpert. axaminations of.
o‘bjec%s cqntacte&* . , . .- o

o - . R -
- 4 - - -

) Dynami‘be o .io “in Fhi:l:e smo}:e Co o oL
Black Powder 47 . Bluish whije scioke: o T X
, TNI w2 ~ 4 & %, Dark brown smoke - . ’ .
th.mical Composifion % - White smoka. o :

1

. Lieutenan'h Némgn, Boing- fa.mil-iar «wi;{:h the newspapeér roporis:
of this accd.deni‘:, gava an qpihion a3 to &:ha poasiﬁtli-by of the : B
explosiqn on. ‘boa:;d “this ﬂhi‘p ‘having been caused. Yy aseous yepors o
glvon off by inflammabls liqufdss The 11quids: are sot alone. Co
inflaﬁ:.a'blé according t6 Licutcnant Kowman, but givo off vapors .
which, when mip:ed with air in an enclgsed spacé are likely td - '
explode with violmnce if ignited by eny means such as under ‘Gertain
tampoeratures or b:r Jars; etds fThese ere the spontansous cémbugtiblé
type of exploaions whic'h cauga ternific axploaibna under gertain
condi*tions.

t -
=

Lieutenant Neman. aua:gested that in, ot;de:c to Obtain the .  +
proper expert deternination of $he cause of this explosion, 'thez:a oo . }
-should ba célled into consultation, Mr. Harry Ceznpbal]. of +he -
Dapariment off Commepee, United Stdtes Bureau Of Mines, who has had

CRQTE. pzacttoal axpertencs then anyone elae, to hls knomledgos
e, Gat:pbell, hg stated,. was at preaen;’b on léave wmith the American
Rai’.l_.ga;r Assgciation, 30 Vegey- Btregt New York citys

3

Patrick Walah, Aasia{'.anf]: Gnief of the. Fire Dapartnant
-enQ Jemes. A, Callaban Inspector of Combustibles; E:lre Department,
Wow York City, stated ‘that it was ilmpossible Ipr ahyone to maké-a _
purchese of explogives in Now York City, regardleas of quanﬁ'taﬁ, ) .

S
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' _ with the exceptlom of blasx pomd.er waich coudd bhe pirchased four on
£ivé pounds at a tide fro;:L sporting goods ‘stores as they were allowed

Yo sarry fourteén ponnds each under the. ¢city ordinances stirict

. repulatlons in regard 4o the purchdse apd sazle of high -explosivas

. aPe also {n effect in Newark wand Jersey Cityy N.J., end in Yonkers,
H.Ye, bub outside of *those pitles such explosives &gy be purchaneds
Those gentlizitn stated that they are positive that Mps Smlth was
unable to purchase any e‘xplqsives in Now York and thaf if he hud
any in his poasespiont sanie, had ‘beoen obtuinad olsewhere;

.
- 4

Uvmopﬂn Lu&DS‘ ' cH:mGo GEE'IOE

Ascortain the ﬂate il R. Smith -depatted: £iom Chicago,
the purposs of his trip to Wew York City, his itineraiy, hotel
aad gther pluces .at which he gtopped, with whon He contacted,
Letters ¢r othel megsages gént $o :celq;l:ivas o frieénds in Onicazo,
E ‘ habits: about carrying and use of firearms or- am::uni’l:i.on; purchases:

© " of ony kind 4% 43 known he fad to make and afly ixmformation which
Fourd" -agelst in deteminin@ whether oxplosiyps <f any kind mizhd -
haye been in his possesgion, If possible, maie an e:;amination of
his personal eﬁ:ecta £o¥r inforsationy

’ : Obtain a‘,ll pértivent information relativd to Miss ;s.lica .

- Scribner Chi'cauo, stowardess on thia planej. Harold R.. :ra,;&raqt',
Pilot, Oaig Park, Illy A+ . Rubyy ComPiloty Oale Parky. Iiley .
Frod Schendorr, Vanager; Apapbupnts Division, R. Gooper; IR .
Chicagoy Llle and Warren 331.11-3;13, Redio Seryice Lan, homs addrgss
un¥moway :

_ Intervi,ew Er. 2ldcky u--RiJ.ot, Ghioao, '#nd Miss Hoxgan;
stewardbsa, GHJ.Oego, 11];;. who iyere membars of the- cnow which-
brousht his ship :lnto }Ie\vark A.‘iz,‘poﬂ:[s, arriving a,t 2:20 pata, on
Uctober 101:11;

\ . Mna-:e thorough investigation of qJ.I Frttars rq),atwe %0« ¢
- " " <his plans pr!.or to 1its departure on its Lost txip adsty it hawing
boen in Chicago on October 2y 45 6 anc‘l B; 3,933. T% should be kept
1in mind that labor trouble throatensd sirikes: of pilota and co-
" pilota the lutter part or SBptember and £irst week of Qctober in

Chilo.,go and C}.evelanﬁ;

1

SR ‘ AScertnin in what confﬂ,tion, thé, ong-pdiind B’xpmsﬂ pn:cxége

' _carri,e;l {r-rear mpdd, and bagosge ca&npartmeht wag found., Thig -
packago: was sénf by the Assoclabgd Press; Neow Tork city, to Chlcazo.
and contalped 47 photdgraphs, size 77xO%e

e 16 -




"A1¥ Lines, Monicipsl Airpory, wmho telked s Emil Smith at Clsveland,
- ‘Ohio, mpdn ranging of plang theye. gbout ?:Z0 p.,, October I0th,.

62-£029

. o4 T T
Ihterview cbronen and witnesses 4o arcidenty ' Ascertain . ¢
if thora was g lsakege in gas lines and origin of fire wivich ensuedy - 7
Ascertain 1f bodles and 2lothing of two.men found near the tail
saction ghowed gvidence 6f an explosioii having occurrad,

Inteiviey Bryen Jacobsy Inspéetor, U.S. Department of
Comence, Chlgast, And Major Re 'A. Séhroeder, Chief of Air Tines. .
Inopection.gervi¢s of ‘theDepartmént of'Gommerce, who. ard confucts -
ing. an. inivestigations. . L S

-

in,te;‘:y_iéw D. V. Colyen, Umited Adp Lines, in charge of
this investigation for the company , office 221 North LaSalle
Streat; Ghlcago, tesidence 1219 Ashland Avenue, Wilhette, Ille

]

DAEDXATE, INVESTIGATION IS. REGUESTED+ ;
" DETROT® CFFICE - .-

[}

*

_ - ''Ab Cleveland, Ohfo & wake ¥horough Lhvestigation fir dn
offort to delermine if ‘this plane waes catfying €xplosives and -

causes of alieged explosion, -

- dnterview ¥r. Robertaon, Inspegtor, Department of" Qomnerce;
Cleyeland, Ohio; -wha, tan be contacted at Wunicipal Alrport, Clevelandy
in Feforence to threaténad strike of pilots -and ¢oikpilats or otMer

d N i . N " ) h - i

_'labor ¥roubles . . > S , S
#

 Gontact MaJor Jeék Boriy, Diroator of Mrlelpal Afrport,
Clcvcland, and a Pry #Wright, as menticped in wegmorandum off Special
Agent Holan. : . :
 Interyigm T, O, Johnson (leveland; Ohio pilot of this. .
.Ship whick 1df't Clevéland at moon, O¢tober 10th, due o arriva av -

Heperk Arport. ab 2:25 piis o o

-

Interview RPilot Smith,. -Die#elan&,.-ohi, oy who 1s reparted ax »

.having beéen piloting @ ship duwe. to, arrive in Obigego thirty minutes

leter than No. 13304 on the night of Getober 1(')__tl_1__,,'an<1 who dew the
burning of wrockage of latter pléne; . : S

Interview Joln Helpin, Gloveland Pabsengor Agent, Tmiﬂeﬂ- '

, Asgertain what employes refueled tha plane. st Eleveland, '
interviow then and also ascertain the numes of all extployes having v
any ¢ontaect with this plans during the tims it was landed at
Oleveland and interviow them; ascertsining particularly if a leakege .

of gas was hoticeds UABHTATE INVESTIGATION 1S BEJUESTED, T -
P . EBENDING" - e lte

.
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H. 3. Buremr of Indestigution
Separtment of Fustice
Room 1403

37 Lexington Avenue
New York, New York

PIN:BYW October 17, 1933 T
~ MEMORANDOM FQR THE FIIE -~

Re: UNITED AIR LINES TRANSPORT ]
. PLANE #NC-13304

Reference ismade to letbter from this office
to thé Director, Washington, D. C., dated October 12, 1933,

R, B. Pfemig, General Superintendent, United
Air Lines, Chicago, Ill., appeared at the Mew York City office of
the Division on October 12, 1933, and advised that he hal personelly
conducted the inspection of the above referred to airpleme at Chesterton,
Ind;, =nd offered the fallowing information reletive to sames
It is to be noted here that Mr, Pfennig submitted a written report to
bis company relative to his investigation of instevnt metter, and sane
is set out verbatim in this memoremdum, as follows:

TREPCRT OF R; E. PFENVIG
ON U.A,L. ACCIDENT
OGTOBER 10,1933

"On the night of Ostober 10, at approximetely ten o'clock, Mr, Pierce,
Chicago Stat ion 'Managpr ; called mo at my home and edvised that report
hed cane in over the teletype that Pilot Tarremt in plams #30L on

trip 23, had creshed amd burned in the viecinity of Chesterton, Indiema.
Mate was A, T. Ruby, end Stewardess, Alice. Sciibner, There were

four passengers, one. freg. ;

Mr. Lott, Viece President,happendto be at my house at the time and he
immedietaly got on the extension phone and got all the infarmation
availlable at the moment which was that Tarrant haed reported in on the
redio at 8:20 P, M. over North Liberty, stating that he was flying at
1500 feot sbove sea level with a ceiling posstbly 7000 feet and two
boacons vieible which indicated that the weather was perfectly all
right for flying passengerse

6229955 - /3
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Mr, Lott gnd I immediately drove to the scene of the
acoldent, arriving there at approximately elever o'clock.
There were a gréat many people swrounding the scene of
the accilent but we were able to locate ths caroner tho
hed: teken oharge and placed State Police around the
wrockage , guerding it. Five bodies, two womer and
three men had been removed and wers then being taken to the
undertakers' Pilot ‘Parrent and Mate Ruby to Flynn's at
. Chesterton, ard the other three bodies to Valparaiso. Al-
‘though a tborough seerch had been made apd was ocntinued
_.after our srrival of not only the wreckage but of the
territor:r immediately aurra.mding the plané, no other
‘bodies were located. At this- time it was raining and
there, wore only a fov flashlighta avallabla,

Mr, Lott, tho caroner and I then went to Valparaiso to
check a.gai-n on: the-passenger load eand to get any eddi-
tional 1nformation that might be aveilable. and also to
report our findings. ‘We viesited the undertakers in
Velperalso and identified the wamen passenger and
stowardess; elso the man passenger,

Then went to the hotel where Mr, Lott cantaated Mry
Pattersm and other ofﬁ:ciala of the caupany, paaaing
along what information wo had at that time. Checked with
Mr. Pierce, got the nemss of the passengers and defer-
mined thet there were actually four passengers, including

" one employeo, and the erew of three, a tot'a'[ of" seven,

We went to the. soene of the accident et daybreak with
"Doc" Everett Thomaa, Insurence Dep ertment, and Bob
Johnson, Fublicity Man, end as we. approached the scene

of the crash, our attehition wag attracted by the tail
surfaces in a field just. soauth of wesat, apprqxim&biy
1000 feet- from the scene of the arash, The tail surfaces
wore almost intaat. We proceeded on across the fie]ﬂ as
we saw evidences of additional wreckage and & group. of
men an additional 1200 to 1500 feet from the tail Bur-
faces fetther west, and on our aerrival at that point
found the bodies of the two missing mele peassengers,
Burris amd Smitt{ Burris was lying on his back approxi-
mately four or five feet west of the point which he first
struck on the ground. ‘The body of Smitt %as also farther
west but mot as much, The clothing on both bodies seered

. to be intect and there were no cuts or iruises other than

what would have been casused by contact with the ground,
Later investigation revealed the fact that the eserdrums

of both men had tursted,
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Wis then proceeded on east where wo found the thermos bottles,

thermos jug. and then some 50 or 80 feet east egain, the holder

for the jugs. I:emtinued in an essterly direction finding -
soattered around -over the field various parta of the ruselage
back of the cabin, such as the mail ‘¢ ampartment door, plece

of channel and skin, stations 31, 32 and 33, I believe, vith
the skin falded back in the opposite di.rection fran which 1t had
originelly been formed. lMach glems, all of which seemed to

be pulverized but. still -sbicking to the ce].'l.ulo:ld, blanket:s,
pleces. of the coat rack, panelling used in building the Bupply
locker, water container, and .other fixtures in the lavatory

A1l of these were hadly ‘battered, sane with holes punched
thmugh them; all of the parts of the fuselage ilncluding the
mail compartwent lining and -door were hlown fuil of holes -

from the inside .out. The blankets hll hed holes hldwn through
t hem,

1 then inspected the tail surfaces and they were intact -with.
the exception of saque. damge to the left stabilizer; a piece of
the fuselage ebout five feet long hed remained with the tail -
-surfaces and the aldn of ' this section.also contained many jagged

P
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holes and the skin seemed to. to. bulged out -fram the. foxco of - ~ 7 7

same ‘evident exploaion. On the: entering sdge .of the right side
of the stabilizer there was cmsiderable red, white anl blne
pdnt left there whan that part of the fuselage on wbich the sign.
was- painted gtruqk ‘the stabilizer before the ta:IJ_. surfaces left
the plane,

Then continued cn to the major part of the m:'eck and the indi-
cations were. thet- the plene -cams in upa,ide-down in a dive outting
off the top-of & small tree to the west of the road, the right
wing striking a large tree to- the left of the fuaelage ard the

left wing striking the embankment about 22 feet abdve the roed;
the left wing was evidently torn:.off first, and the fuselege pivoted
around the tree somewhat befare the right wing was torn off com-
pletely, and went on thro.lgh on 148 side to crash ‘egainst some
trees and a concrete embankment, part of an old railroed bed.

The plemne caught fire at this. point, the gas tanks were still

-with the plane,

The pilot and mate were thmown, at the first impaot -of the wreck
evidently, right through the instrument boerd aml the radio
compartment, One motor 'broke looze bub stayed right oclose to

the plane and the other motor rolled up the embankmenit and then.
‘back down in the gully 8 ane- 75 feet fran the reat of the wreckage,
It was still possible to ldemtify the cabin.door vhich had remined
viith the fuselage.

»

There were no holes such as.were found in the resr part of the.
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.None of the witnesses sew the plene until after the 'bla.et
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ruaelage in the: ﬁeld wost, in any part of the wings or
Hhat remined of the fueelage.

The: evidence of the witnesses at the inquest substantiated
'b:f various corweraations I held with these witnesses -and.
others, jndicated that the plane was first heard travelling
in.a weeterly direction with engines fumotionally normelly.

which pas savere enough to sheke houses, .wind.owe and diehee
within a redius.of cme-helf mile. All the witnesses eeemed

to agree that the exploston” vas very severe end scundad like
a.blast such as heard 'in a quearry or when blowlng stumpe.
Those who hea:r.-d the -explosion ran outaide immédiately end: -
a].'l. etor:l.ee seem o ggree- that when. the plane was first

seen thare was no fire erident but the. eabin lights were on

a8 ‘was, at least, the green navigation; that the plene was
approXimately 1000 feet high end travelling at a terriﬂo
speed in an. eesterly but downwerd direotion, and. 6 fow .seconds
later -crashed ‘and buret into: fﬂ.emee.

At the inquest same of the witnesses stated that it was. approxl--
mately a mimrte ‘from the time they' first heard the explosion
until. the tims of the-orash, but -on talting to.these witnesses
later and counting off “tan eeconds, the concensus of opinion
was that 1t could ‘not ‘have been more than ten-or ﬁfteen
eeconde betwéen the first explosion a.nd that which occurred
when. the plane crashed,

My theory 1s thet as the plene was flylng west just after 1t
passed a north and south Toad, en. explosion occwrred -in eithar
the mnil oompartment, the blenket. canmpertment or the 1avatory
which blew out the e:l.dee of the fuselage and as soon as this
wag done, making -a sart of ‘a funnel of. the laat section of
the fuselege; the splitting -of the airplane tore.the whole
tail .off & this point .and the plane, of course, ’beoem.e X e
ceedmsly no 9 ‘héavy ,. dived downward, reversing :I.te -direction

.and craehing upe:l.de-down. As 1t whipped over it ev:ldently

threw the two men passengears, wWao mu have been in the rear
of the plane, :I.n a westerly direction ey' were followed by the

themoa bottles. and othear loose articles and pieces, the heavieet
ones .going the farthest,.

Examination of the wreckage indi cated that the throttles hed.

‘been closed,. ewitohes cut, and the master ewltch pulled, evi-

denced that the pilot and. mebe were unhermed up to the tims of

-the creﬂh.

Among the varijous erticles picked up in en area, I would say,
one mile sguare, were the pilot's brief case conteining ccampeny

.

.\__‘
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carrespondence and a plece of exprees, mugh of vhich had holes
similsar to those in the piaces of fuselage ekin ~~ blown through
them, geat covers with similar holes, parts of the supply locker
*and same of the supplies. The only cergoe in the real mail
compartment, near or &t which point the explosion occurred, wae
the pilotts, nate's, and stewerdess' beggege =L a1l paeeenger
beggage was in the nose compartment. e

While inspecting the tail surfaces later it wag dissovered thet
the rivets of both elevator horns -ware sheared off clean’ and
the rudder end elevators were.cut by the hinges indicating thet ¢
there hed been same whip either just: btefore the taill tore-loose
of while it fluttered to the ground, probably the latter.

The propeller of one motor was minus one-blade.but this evi-

dently hed been btroken ingids the hub as it struck a tree or

the ccmcrete sbutment end has not besex found up to now, bubt

was evidently picked up by one of the.ealy "souvepir seekers."

A piese off the blede froam the other propeller. about one foot

long was also troken off and missing, but this blaele was undoubted-
ly brcken by the impact when the plame struck,

The: stewardess' brief cdse was found .and contained her ticket
envelope oompletely made up. A suggestion card of one of the
passengers was found, Mr. Schendoxf, indiceted that he sat in
Seet #5 .end that he was. quite satisfied with his ride. As these
carde .are passed out to the pessengers epproximately 88 minutes
before arrival at deetinat :I.on, ind ications are that everything
was In oxder up to that time. A letter that the radio mechanie,
Burris, had witten to his falks while en raute was also found.
In this letter he deseribed somewhat the rids, stating that he hed
pessed Toledo emd could see the beacans of the town, =xd the lagt
words in the letter were "What a ride™.

Pagsénger Smitt, who started out in Segt #3, carried in the plane
with him: a package dme up in a newapapar. Contents of this
unknowne.

In summing up the situation, & positive that there was no
equirment or structural feilure.I am positive that the pilot

was not. at fault, but I em sure that this accident was caused
by the eruption of explosives stored in either the meil coampert~
mont, the‘ 1evatcn.-y, sqpply locker, or blanket cmnpartment.

- Plane #304 is the first Nea.Ts plane of the 247 type and was in
Chiedgo on the night -of September 30 and aleo on the night. of
October 4.
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I have not chacked the names of the witnesses as all of
this information and their festimonies car be had fram the
cornner in a report, copies of which are available,

I might aﬂd that I searched throughout the tail surfaces
and other pieces which we located far pleces of material
not used in bullding this type of plane but was unsuccessfuls

R. E-l Pf&nig. "

In discussing verious possibiiities regarding. the
canplaint, Mr. Pfomig advised that a Mr, Robertson, Inspector,
Department of Commerce, Cleveland, Ohio, had advised him that one
of the pilots stationed at the Cleveland Airport-had mede the remerk
that if the portended strike mentiomed in reference letter culminated
again st the pilots, the campany would find considerabls damege done
to their planes. Mr, Pfomig. stated that he did not investigate
this remark emnd that he did mot press- Mr, Robertsdon for a further
explangtion of same; He advised, however, thet Mr. Robertson has
eonduocted an axtensive inwatigation reletive to this matter at
Cleveland, Ohio, end he fesls sure would be able to furniszh edd it jonsl
information relative to the metter. He stated Mr, Robertson could
be contacted at the Minlcipsl Afrport, o/o United Air Lines, at
016791’&]]10-

T

Mr, W. Patterson, Vice President of the United
Adr Lines, Barcley Hotel, New York City, who had accampanied Mr.
Pfomig to the New York Officé, advised that he had been inf armed
indirectly that Charlés Peeples, ¢/o the Mimioipal Airport, Delles,
Texas, and. George Grogan, also o/o Municipal Airport, Dallass, niembers
pf the Pilots Union, were spprocachad by unknown individuals, aiso aire~
blane pllots, aend advised by those individuals thet 1f they took any
active steps in attempting to run plans as "scab" pilots they wuld
£ind that thelr planes would be damanged .

-Mr. Pfennig slso stated that one Mf. Van Buren, :
United Alr Lines ailrplame mechanic, located at the Municipal Airport :
at Cleveland, Ohio, is very radicdal and could have been implicated in i
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.any -demege which was contemplated to any airplanea belonging to
the United Air Lines; that Mr. Van Buren's actions would bear.
investigation.

Both Mr. Pfemig and Mr. Patterscn advised that
if en agent were to contact.Major Jack Berry, Difector %he Minicipal
Afrport, Cleveland, Bhio, and & Dr.. Wright, they would. prrobably be
able to glke valuable assistance, as .toth of the above nemed individuels
_are woll acquainted with ell the pilots and mechenics and ere familiear
" with the happenings among these men.

V. P. Conmy, District Traffic Manager, New York

Division, United. Air Lines, 36 Vost 40th Street ,.New York City, was
corbacted and edvised that the trip chart in the possesslon of his
office relative to trip 23, the instant flight of Plane 55‘NG-15504, an
October 10, 1933, shows reservation fa Miss E, M, Dwyer, 67 Mts Vernon
'Street, Arlington, Massachusétts, who was lssued ticket #14455 by
the United Ay Lines at their airport at Newark, N, J:, evidencing

trip from Newark, N, T +y to Reno, Nevada -el.80 the reservation

of E. Smith, 5100 Argyle Street, Chioago, I11,, who was issued a tiokeb
_th:r.'ough the: Consolidated Air- Linas Ticket- Company -at Roo savet t ‘Hotel ;
New York City, at which DPlace he was issusd Exchange Order #2885, -
and that this Exche.nge Order was later taken up at the ‘United MT Limes

alrport station end tickat #5270, Form 17, was issusd thereon, evi-
dencing a trip friom Newark, N. J., to Chicego, Illnois. Mr. Conroy 8 charts
ghow that instent plene departed fram Newark, N, J., at 4:33 P, M, ,
bound for Chicago, Ill, ° Mr. Conroy advised that he mede no invest iga-
tion in instent matter and that he ‘knew nothing additional to the above.
informat ion.

W. L, G111, 6850 Burns Street, Forest Hills; Long Island,
¢lerk in the Aiy Lines Ticket Office, Arcade, Rooseva‘.!.t Hotel, N, Y. Csi,
on interview adv ised that on Octobar 9 1983, he issued to one E, Smith
who gave his sddress ae 5100 Argyle St., Chi cago; Ill, ean exchange order,
#2885, for en airplame ticket on the United Air Lines, firam Newark, N, I,
to Chicegp , Ill., on Trip #23, plane time 4:30 p. m. (It is to be noted.
hére that when the ‘plane left the field at Newark, N. J., it was three
mimtes late as set out above, departing time being 4:33 p. m,) Mr, Gi1d
stated that Smith paid 34‘1.95 ocash fox* the above exchenge order s. 80d that
the dats of purchaese was October 9, 1933. Mr, G111 advised that at
the time Mr..Smith purchased his ticket, he asked Mr., Smith. hialocal eddress
end telephone number, and Smith advised him that he had chacked out of
liis hotel, .and that. .he. cculd not be. contacted ‘by- t elephone,.( As wi].'l. be -
shown later, however, Mr. Smith was still checked in ut the Roosevelt :
Hotel, ghec_ld.ng out on October 10th, the date of instant trip.§ Mr. Gill 7
stated further thaf Smith &t the time made inquiries c¢ancerning seats.
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available on the faur o '¢lock phrane to Chicago, end el so the 4: 20 .

: =plana, then when he faind out that -seats were available-on either

.plane he cliose, the ‘4330 plane. Mr. G113 offered a .description of

Mr, Smith, and the samo is being sst out at the end of this memrmdmn,
- together with additiorm ‘mede to said description by other individusls.

interviewed.

- -

‘ . During the questioning of Mr., Gill, he also
stated that at the time Smith purchased this t icket he also made in-
quiries about insurance, stating that he wished to take .out a policy;
thet-he, G{11, turned Mr.Smith over to R. F, Bott, who mekes out all

- insurance policives_.

: Mr, Bott, United Air Lines ticket office, Arcade,

Roosevelt Hotel, on being interviewed -abated that on October 9, 1933;

Smith, after: purchasing a ticket fiam Mr.Gill, requasted insurance,

that he, M.  Bott, mede .out a polioy for Mr, Smith, and Smith; es

*E. Smith" signed sams, Smith wag issxed Imsurarce Policy #164, in

the Travelera Insurar ce Conmpany, Harbford Conn,, and gave his addresa

on the policy as 5100 Argyle Stréet, Chicago, Ilinois. The only Ane-

forration ¢ontained in the pgolicy vas: to the effect that ‘Smith was 45

years old; that he was male, and that the extent of the insurance Was

for the term of one dey and the premium was $2:00. Mr. Bott explained
that no beneficiexy is set out, in these airline policies that In the
event -of Accidént the emount of the policy is paid.to the estate of the
deoeased and his relatives who&e namss are not set out in the poliey,
are cantacted: thrcugh the add:r:eas stated on the poliey. A tracing of -
the signature of E. Smith as it appeared on the above. insura ce pol:lcy
wag tdien for future uss.

The following investigation was conducted et- the
Roosevelt Hotel, situated et 45th Street and Madison Avenue, New York
O:I.ty, for the purposs of ascei'taining whathar B, Snith had beenreogis-
tored thsre.

Regi stration cerd #£-~11650, Ropsevelt. Hotel,
reports that E. R, Smith, Chicego, Ill., registared at that hotel on
‘October 6, 1933, and was- assigned Room 720 at the-rate of $4.00 per day;
that he checked out on Ostobar 10, 1933, thet thé, clerk who took
the régistration was Frark Henley, desk cléark, who was later interviewed
but had no information vwhatsoever to offer concerning. Snith, An examination
of the bill for Room 720 between the dates of 10/6/33 and 10/10/33 was
made by this- egent, Said bill is locatsd in the “bookkespers office on
the 2nd floor of the Roosevd t Hotel. The following informartion vag

ascertalned:

.. % phone -calls, 10/8/33 40¢

No other telephone calls were made, An examination




w9 =

of vourhers #34923, 35315 and 34890, recording the individual
telephone calls male from.Room 720, was made and these vouchers
roeveal that Smith called Chickering 4-7070 on three separate :
occasions, once et 7:30 a. m., egain & 11:57 a, m., and lastly
at 2:45 p. m. on October 8, 1933. Contact was had with the tele-
Phone company, and it was ascertained that Chickering 47070 is
the telephone mimber of the Foxrrest Hotel, 225 West 49th Street,
Hew York Citye.

Miss Gruber, floor superintendent, 7th floor,

Roosevdl t Hotel, was interviswed and ascertained from the records

in her posseas:l.on that E., B, Smith checked out of the Roosevel t Hotel
et 3:00 p. m, on October 10, 1933, and that the room was :lmediately
reoccupied thereafter, and several persms from that date have resided.
in thet room. She stated that she receives all packazes and. messages
for the 7th £loor eand that she then directs them to the individusl room;
that a recard of the packages and messages so received is kept by

her and an examinat ion' of seme did not reveal that Mr, Snith received
any service while at the hotel, or packages or messages ofS any description.
She- atated that Mr., Sinith was persanally ynknown to her; that, however,
_she recalled him in view of the fact that when he checked out of ‘the

hotel on Octobsr 10, 1933, he did not ask for a ballboy to cerry his
bag; that he carried same (vhich wes a small handbag) out of the rocm
himself. Miss Gruber.advised that ‘she roted nothing peculiar in
elther the actions or appesrance of Smith; that she had.no. infarmation
to offer relative t6.this man. .She stated, havever, that on October. 7,
1933, Mr, Smith advised her, and the -telephone operator._in the Tobhy

of the hotel that he did not wish to receive any messeages anl that he
would be homé to no one., However, on that date, October 7, 1933, the
toelephone call sheet in the office of the oKkkeepsr of the Roosevd t
Hotel disclosed that two telsphone messages were received from an
unrecarded outsids source by Mr, Smith., Nothing was known concerning
these telephone calls, although en extensive search was made to ascer~
tain whether a recard was kept of seame.

In the office of the housekeeper, located on the
7th floor of the Roosevelt Hotel, it was agcoertalned by a chedc of
the recards In that office that Elizebeth Prey was the maid asalgned
to Room 720} and that she was onr duty. from October 6, 1933 through
October 10, 1933, inclusive; that Bellboy #56 roomed E, R. Smith
at the time that he checked in at: the Roosevelt on October &, 1933, An
attempt was msde to cantact be‘l.lbcy #56 but 11; Yras ascartaimd that he
-was not on duty end. would :not be on duty until. the evaring shift, vhich
begen at 3:00-P. M, Tt was further ascertained that the address oft
Elizabeth Prey, the mald, was 204 Eaet 30th Street, New York City,

Miss Prey on interview advised that she rscalls
attouding Room #720 in the Roosevelt Hotel between dates of 10/6/%3 end
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10/10/33; that she does not .recall the neme of the individual who.
occupied this rcom, however, she recallel that she wuld clean this
. Troom at approximately 9:00 a. ‘m. oach sorning; thet the only lusgage
she noticed in the room was a asmall black handbeg or satchel° thet
no other bags or other pieces of luggage ware seen; that she hal
occasion to look in the drawers of the dresser and alss the: shelf
in ths closat but nothing belopging to Mr. Smith was found in either
place., Migs. Prey stated that she 4id not hold any conversation with
e, Smith, outaids of a casual greeting; that he seemed always to be
in his room, and that on several occaesions-he was writing; +that, how
ever , when she appeared t0 clean the room he would leave anl réturn
after the room hed beex straightened up. The degoription of Smith,
as offered by Miss Prer, is being inclinded in. the comsolidated deseription
“of Smith set out at the end of this manorandum.
E. Ro
A trecing of the signeture of/Smith, appearing
on the Roosevelt Hotél Régistration cerd #»11605, was tdcon and a
comparismn was made with -the signature of E, -Smith, eppearing on.the
Travelera Insurance Policy mentioned above. Said tracimgs appear to '
be idantical, .end.ovidence that- ‘E,- R Smith, who was a guest in Room #720
at the Roosevelt Hotel, is the.same peraon ae E,, Smith, who was killed
in instant crash at Gheatertm, Ind{ana, .
3 The above trad¢inmgs &re. being retained in the
files of the HemYork 0ffice, far vhatever use they may be in the future.

: Thrcugh inquiries at ‘the Forreat Hotel, through
the- menager, Mr,H, L, Cook, it ves ascertained by checking the telephons.
vouchers £or the month 6f October, that Voucher #131 evidenced a call

- 'rrom Room 1004, to Venderbilt 3-9200, {which is the telephone ‘mumber of

“

the. Roosevelt Hotel). A check of thie room showed that the call was
7 made on October 7, 1933, and a check of the redords revealed that oue
- . Art MeGinley vas a guest in that. roon at that time; that he hed checked
: 'in on October 7, 1935 and chocked out the followmg day, October 8, 193‘5.
' Mr. Cook advised thet Mr, McGinley is the sporting editor of the Hart-
ford, Conn. Times.
: . long distance
Attempt was mede to contaot Mri McGinley by/tele—- -
, phons, but it waa ascertelned that be was eway om his vacation, end
i was not known ‘at hia office whoere he was spending his vacation or
when he would return,” An.attempt was made to locate his famidy, but
~hone of thém-could be found;. Further attempt will_be made to contact -
Mr. Mcinley far any knowledge he may have canzerning E. Snithe
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Voucher #75 dated October 7, 1933, evidenced
a.call ‘fram Room 1115 to Yenderbilt 3-9200 {Roosevelt Hotel). It was
ascertained that the ebove rcom has been assigned to Patsy Marshall,
whids a month to month resident, having checked im at the Forrest. Hotel
on .July 30, 1933, Miss Merehall vwas interviewed .and denisd that she
knew anyone by the neme-of E, or Emil Smithi that, in fact, shs could
recall no friends of hers by the ngme. of Smith, and she-denied msking
the call from her room, and further stated that 1if such a cell vare nade
it was made by some one visiting in her room, - Who this might have been

" ghe caild not Tecall. Miss Mavshall refueed for -same unaccounted for

reason to state who her: frj.ends were; or Wwho had access to her TOOmS s
She bgcame very antegenietic during the interview, atating thast she

did not wish to glve -any inf grmet ion; ‘that , . however, she wae poeit:l.‘ve
shé knew no one by the neme of B, Smith, | end that ehe, perscnally, hed.
not made a cell to the Roosovelt Hotel. Agent, during the course of
the interview, advised -Misa. Marshell that the mquiry ‘was. mede merely
to establish the ldentity of E, Smith,. and thet no harm would come to
eny  of her friends. However, she refused to ccmply with egent's request

that ehe furnish names of her friende who hed bear in her room during

October 1933, etet:l.ng that she eould ‘not reca]l them.

A i‘urther check of the telephone records et the
Forrest Hotel during the month, of August up to the present date dfd -
not reveal any other calls to the Roosevelt Eotel,.

In view of. the- fact, however; that ir. 'Smith
hed male three calls:to- the Forrest Hotel it was thought poseible that.
he ‘mey- at one time have been registered there d'uring Oetober, 1933: A
chsck was therefore made of the hotel'e regieter from Ausuet 1st up
to presait. de.te. No recard of E; R. Smith wais found, end one H, G,
Smith registered there was well known to Mr. Cook, manager af the Forrsst
Hotel, who stated. that HG Smith was a traveling salesmen. Comperieon
of the signature of H. Gs Smith with that of E. R. Smith and Bs Smith
revealed that the signatures were not at all s:l.miler. It nsy be stated
here thet the -H. G. Smith referred t6 was regist:ered from Bosbon, Hasa,

Attention is called here to the fact that when em
individuel purchases a ticket from the United Alr Lines in the .Arcade
of the Roosevelt Hotel, accqnmodetione are madé for: that 1nd1vidrel'
trensportation from the Hotel to the airport at Nowark, New Jersays
It was ascertained from the Maneger of the U.A.L. Ticket office in the.
Roddevelt Hotel, that ol October 10, 1933 at. spproximately 3:25 p. m.
the United Alr Lines limousine driven by chauffeur Daniel Buckles; who:
can be cantacted through the Ca:tgr Garage,. 43 ]Ianderbﬂt Aven.ue, New York
C:I.ty, trensported E., -Smith from ths Roossvelt Hetel to. the Newark, N.’J.
airport. Daniel Bucll as,. on interview by this asgemt, steted that on
October 10, 1933, at 3:25 p, m. {he'is certain of the time -es he looked
at his watch as he drove up to .the Roosevelt Hotel), he stopped in front
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of the Roosevelt for the purpose of .meking inguiry at the Urited

Air Lines ticket office as. to any passepgeérs going to the airport;

that he met an individuel, who gave his neme as.Mr:; Smith, in front

of the hotel, and who stated that he. was going to the airport et

Newark; that.Mr. Smith displeyed Exchenge Ordér #2885; that Smith

was the.only individuel picked up by him in New York City; that

at the time he thought it paculiar, as Mr, Snith was standing out-—

glde the hotel, while the ususgl procedure is for a bellboy to direct

the passenger to the eir line bus; that Smith was. -earrying a

small black shtchal with two handles; that he was .wearinz a dark

brey suit, bdlack shoes, end a light felt hat; that he, seemed to be

a medium prosperouns 1ook1ng men, .élthough there was' nothing outs

standing' ebout him; +that on the way from New York to Newa:r.'lt, My,

Smith was discussing the meagre perking facilities of downt own

New York, and the. wonderful facilities provided in the city of Chicago;

that he stated rothing concerning his business, and never at ey

time made any reference to himself; thet at no time did the -bus stop
to pick up any packages for .Mr. Smith, that, hovwever, the bus

did stop et the: Pennsylvania Station to pick up samne newspapers, which

he, Buckles, delivered prior to arriving at the airport; that Mr,

Smith; when he alighted from the Air Line bus, hed no other packesge

excep‘b his satehel; ‘thet the bus errived at the airport at appraximately

4:20 Pl m., ten minutes before departing time.of the plane. Mr,

Buckies advised that he noticed nothing peculier omcerning Mr. Smith,

except that he carried his satchel in the geat .Of the automobile end -

did not put in in the rear baggage container attached at the rear of

the ¢er.

Mr, Wllidm Maxwell, maneger, United Air Lims
Alrport office, Newark, N. J'., wes interviewed and edvised that U,A.L.
Transport Plane #NC-13304, departed from Nawerk, N. J., on 10/10/33
at 4:33 p. me; that the first stop was at Cleveland,. Ohio, where

'the plane arrived at epproximetely %342 .p. m., twenty minutes late'

that beyond Cleveland his office would have no xecord of the flight of
this plene, however, said recards could be obtained from the Chicago
Offico. Mr.Maxwell stated at the time of the departure of instent
plane the weather conditions were reported as good; that Pilot Robert
Dawson, Clevel and, Ohio, who cem be cmtbacted at the Cleveland Municipal
Airport, piloted the ship from Newark to Gleveland, at which place
Herold Tarrant took hie plsoe, It will be noted here that this pilot
was killed in the ensuing wreck at Chesterton, Indisna; that A. “P. Ruby,
co-pilot, accompanied the plene fram Newark ‘10 1ts destination, as

did Miss Alice Scribner, hostfess, both of Chicego, Illinois. The
passeengers thet boerded the plene at Newerk, N. Ji, wors Emil Smith

and Miss E., M. Dwyer. The .express carried was & one 1b, packege of

i -
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vhotographs consigned fram the Associated Press, New York City,
to Chicago, I1linois; that the beggaxe of Smith, weighing 19
i1bg,., and that of Miss Dwyer, weighing 28 1bs., was loaded into
the nose canpartment. of the plane by mechanic Peuwl Poan, a resi-
dant of Elizabeth,New Jersey.

Crawford Newby, porter, stationed at the
Us &, L, eirport stat ion, took the baggage of Smith and Miss Dwyer

¢ fran the. airport station to instant plane, where he aat it dom

in front of the nose compartment, so that mechanic¢ Doan cculd loed

sems into the plane; that the baggage of Miss Dwyér comsisted of

one Pullmsn Wardrobe ‘Trunk, while that of M, -Smith conrsisted of’

one small black handbag. Mr..HMexwell stated that prior to plaoing

the baggeze in-the Instent ‘plane en incident oocurrod which may -be
worthy of mote, in that Mr, S:n:!.th had attemptad to také a pint bottle
of liquor from his handbag, which bottle was three~fourths full; and
that ‘he further attemptod to tal® a d:l:':l‘.nk in the stat ion,-however; -
that he was advised not to do -s0 by Newby, the calored porter; thab
Ellaworth Dare, -Tr., clerk in the airport station, also advised him
thet. .he would not be allowed to teke a drink; ‘that Smith reluctently
replacéd thé bottle in the handbag, and closed seme; that he in-
structed.the porter not to put the bag into the plane- as yet; that he
then pléced ‘the bag on the seat of omeof the ehairs in the waiting room
of the airport -station, .end wént to the Mens™ Room; that upon his return

“he agaln openod the bag and extracted therefrom a packngo wrapped
*in_ brom- Daper, which he stated to Newby that he would cerry. Mr.,

Maxwell -stated that ho -did not sse the sbove transaction, but thst.
Newby- ond Dere .did.

- Crawfard. Newby, colored porter, was interviewed *
e.nd stated that he can be located at ahy time ab the U, .A. L+ Airpoxt

Stat ion, Nowark, N, J§; Then q_uestioned concerning the above, indidemt,

he remarkéd that on Octobex 10, 1933, he recalls a Mr., Smith, who was

'brought in by us from the Roosevel t Hotel; Hew York City, to the
-eirport station in Newsrk, N. J,; that he opened the door of the

‘limousine to permit Smithts exit; that he noted at the time that

&Jith was csrrying e bag; that when he. aettempted to taks same, Smith
gaid he would. carry it;. that he carried it into tho station,” and
Pladed it on ths floor; that-this was approximately ten minutes

befare. the .plenets departure; that after Smith ‘had obtained his ticket,
waich wae issued on the Exchange ticket thet the 1att er had roceived _

at the Roosevelt Hotel; he returned to his bag, opened it; and took
from it a pint- bottle of liquor, 3/4 full; that he, Newby, informed
M. Smith that he would not be allowed to drink, either in the station
or eboerd the plane; thet they did not ellow anyone. who had been: -drinking
to ride on the plenes; that Smith then said he would cerry the bottle
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on his person, Newby advised him theat this was not ellowed either;
that he would ecall Mr., Dare; that Dare head alaso advised Smith that
he would not be allowad to drink or carry the bottle on hia DETacna
Crawford Newby stated that Smith reluctantly veplaced the bottle of
liq_uor in his bag; that he closed seme, and went to the Mens' Room;
thet upon retuming he opened amd extracted from the beg.a oylindrical
vackage epproximately one foot long end four inches in dismeter,
wrapped in brom peper, sealed with trown raper strips, which packege
he stated he would carry; that the. bag was theraipon closed and

x loaded in the nosk campartment of the ship, Smith retaining the above
referred to paokage. Newby stated that he did not quest ion Smith
concerning the cantents or cheracter of this pacluage, end Smith offered.
no explanat on of seme. Newby advised thaet just prior to the
teking of£%% he. plene at 4:33 p, m., he assisted both Miss Dwyer and
Mr. Smith ihto.tle plene; that he saw Smith seated in Seat #3 with
the package on his lap with one hend on 1it..

During this intexview with Crawford Newby, Mr.
Maxwell, the meneger of the alrport, was present. Mr. Maxwell stated
at the time thét the retention of this package by Mr, Smith -was un~
usual in view of the fact that if said packege hed contained amything
of value it would have been as sefe in the handbeg es. it was in !
the possession of Smith; that it was thought it might have been
liquor; however,. that it was not in the ahape of the usual biquor bottle.

Ellswarth Dare, Jr., on interview advised that he
isausd ticket #5270, Fomm 121, on the .Exchenge Order. #2885, the
latter issued by the U,A.L. ticket office in the Roossvelt Hotel,
to Mr, Smith, Mr, Dare advised that he personslly weighed the piéces
of luggege of the above referred to two. passengers, and that .only
cne-plece of lmggege each -was possessed by Mr. Smith and Miss Dwyer;

, that HMiss Dwyer carried nothing in her hands except a smrll pockstbook;
"thet the only -article Smith carried .into the plene was the above. referred
4o brown package. Mr. Dare likewise stated that the only express
‘packege teken during tiis trip was a package of photq';raphs, wich
woere placed in the brief case of the pilo}; thst thisbrief case
together with a log book of the trip, and handbeg of the pilot, the
one of the co-pilot , and one far the Stewardess, was loaded into the

_rear express compartment, which is. directly in -back of the toilet pertition )

on the plene; that nothing else was pleced in the express cogpartment.
The persmel beggage of the .passengers was loaded” into the nose can~
partment of instant plene. Mr. Dare advised that Paul Doan, the above
referred to mechanic, hed plsaced both the luggege of Miss Dwyer and
&nith in the plane, also the express beggage in the plene; that the
persanal belongings of the pilot, co-~pilot and Stewardess, were placed
there by the co-pilot Ruby, who was killed on instant trip. During
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forther conversation with Menager Maxwell, it was ascertained that
Edmond Kolakowaski, mechenic, Newark, N, J., was the lest person

who had inspected instant plene prior “to :I.ta doparture from Newark; .
that this checking oonsisted of inspection of the airplane atructure
including the motor; thet T, Robinson and Milton Harris, both oolored
porters stationed at the U, A; L; airport hed cleaned the cabin

of instam plane and waahed down the. £loors in same; that they had
also placed clean .coverings on the p:l.llows, same of -which plllows
were stored into the blemket compartment, which campartment is an
eperture opening mto the top wall of the tollet, which is approximately
four inches high and two fest deep, and runs in depth the length of
the reer axpress canpartment, which is approximatelv 5% feot long,
The aebove two porters should alsod: have checked the blankets into.

thé compartment, end should have replacéd -any that were not clean.
(An exception was here made by Mr. Maxwéill, who . .advised thet if no
blankets and pillows hed been uased during the- previous trip of the.
plane, thé porters werqhot obliged to check either the pillows or

the blankets, -and thet in. view of the exceedinsly mild weather within
the two days preoeding October 10th i1t was -doubtful -whether any

ot the. blLankets or pillows- ‘hed been moved. fram- tle compartment). -

e, Maxwell advised, however, that. the stewardess of the plame.is
obliged b the beginning -of each tr:.p, to maka a pencil potation

of the number of tlenkets-on board; which should .be ten, -end the
same number -of p:l.llowa, and that these ahould be checked; that this
record accompanies the plane to the point of destination, and should
have been on instent plane. Mr. Mazwell advised thet he- cannct.

at the present time recall auny other mdividuals who hed anything to.
do with instant pleme prior to its deperture on instet trip; that
the reason he camot recall is that :I.nspections other than those
referred to are not made a matter of record; that, however, he will
meke inguiries to .ascertain, whether any other :I.ndividuals had anything
to do with instmt pilzane 'in the event of wh:l.ch he will immediatdly
notify this office,

In :r."ele."l::l.on to the radio atation located et the
airport , Mr. Maxwell explained that the. radfus of this station is. 100
mil es;. that ia, that the station ;ls supposed to reoe:l.ve caills from
the plane pilots within the. radius of 100 milas, that beyond that

‘distance the station at Kylerstown, Pa., Plcks up the messages of

the pilots and. ccutinues to. o -s0. 100 miles beyond Kylerstowm, at

which point the Cleveland redio stat ion picks up the messages. However,
Hr. Maxwell dgtated that in some instences and if possf.ble the Newaii
stat ion pieks up the radio messages- from the planes on their way from
Newa.rk to ‘Cleveland, which station then reports the arrival of the
planes as akey. Mr. I-iaxwell displayed to agent the radf o log which

is dated October 10, 1933, and which referred to the trip of instant
plene £rom Newark to Cleveland, Ohio, S_aid information 1s set forth
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belows It is noted that yr, Mnxwell, in diacuss:lng the period of
time between each radio cell from the plene t6-the -station, stated
that the usual length of time between each. call ‘wvaa twenty minutes:

 4:18 pl m. Redlo in plemne ground tested; okay.

4:36'p. m. FPilét called, giving time and. schedule working
on.
) not

4349 P, m, Ground station corld/be Sontacted.

5:09 p. m; Report fram pilet giving position ag three
miles east of Leighton, :Pa,

5:29 p. m:; Cell unheard; t00 ‘wedc..
5149 p. ms¢ M " oo

6:09 p. m. Kylertown, Pa., got position as okay and
' " trensmitted seme. to Newaik; N. J. ground stations
{Kylertown would have the position of the pleie
. at, this period}.
6320 p. m, Filot reported ‘5 miles. Bast of. Reynoldsville,
Pa., flying at 3000 feet.

6349- p.-m. Pilot reported over Alleghemr :River, Pa., alti-
+tude 5000 feel,.

7:09 p. . Pilot Teported -2 miles north of-Sharom, 2000 ft.
7:29- p,. m, Oall unheard.

7:42 p, m, Report received fram Oleveland, Ohio,. ground redlo,
thet instamt plene lended okay.

M, Maxwell advised that theré hed been n6 revorts
Of any trouble fran the p:I.lot of instent plane d.uring the trip fram
Newark, N, T J., to. Gleveland, Ohio.

In oxplenation of any. lsabor- troublé: which might L
exist in cmmection with the contenplated cut .of wages of pilots by
the U, A. L. Company, Mr . Mexwell expleined tlat thie pilots of the U.A.L.
wers: employed at the following rate of pey, prior to October 1, 1933-

Minimum base pay ~ $1,800
Moximm. " *  « $3,000.

- ]
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The foregoing scale epplies to pilots running between Wewexrc,
N. J, and Cleyeland; Ohio, plus five.cents a mile for dey flying. énd
nine conts a mile for night flying between these two points. Mr, Mexwell
‘stated thet pilots flying between Cleveland &nd Chicago received the same
base pay, hovwever, that the mileage pay was different; that is, day flying
Was four. cents a mile and night flying sevem cents a mile, Mr. Maxwell
explaining that the difference was accounted for by the fact that the trip
from: Newark to c:l.evehnd is over mountainous territary, while the trip
.fran Clevelend to Chicago was over flab terrain., Ifr, Maxwel) stated
that a1l the pilots telonged to the Air Lines Pilots Association, which
has its organization and seat in Clevelend, end for this reason Mr., Mex-
well knows very little concerning the organization, and -the pilots have
discusaed the matter very little with him, He stated: that if there were
* &y meetings or' amy agreement a reached relative to the pilots by the Union
the meetings would take place in Clevelend, ard that more informat jfon
conceining this-Union could Be obtainsd through the¢hanager of the U.A:L.,
at the Munioipal Airport, Cleveland, Ohio. Relative to any attémpted ~
strike or arbitration of salaries between the pilots amd the compank,
Mr. Maxwell explained that on or about October 1, 1933, there was en attempted
strikeé for the reason that the U. §. L. wanted to pa,y the pilots on an
hourly basis instead of a mileage basis. The compeny's plan was to pay
.the. pilots $4.40 en howr with.a $1.10 bonus an hour, and $8.50 en hour
for night flying, with a $3.00 bonus on the Newark to:Cleveldnd rum, Mr,
Maxwell stated that he did not know tbha company's plan concerning the
flight fram Cleveland to Chi ca,gd, I11, Hesated, however, that thers
was -congiderable sgitation emong the pilots, as they caneid ered that it
was a decided cut; that is, thsy figured their pay was being cut 25 to
35%, Mr. I-Iaxwe]l explained this sgitation by seying that it waa not
egltation of a vemngeful cheracter; that the pilots were interested in
the outcoame merely tecause thelr pay was affected, but that he hed heard
of no threats of any nature whatever, either among the pilote or mechanics
at the station in Newark; that in fact it was his business to find out
whether there have been any threats or attempts.at violence, and if so
report same t0 hig superiors. He stated, however, that akthough he hae
made numercus inguiries he has not run across any such caustic remarks,
and that he could not sey who was the mingleader of the strike moyoment
"-gmong. the pllots stationed at Newark, In this connection, Mr. Maxwell
stated that the co-pilots ere g1l stationed in Chicago, Ill., and that they
make. one full trip a dey, fram Chicago to.Newark, returning the following
day; that he Xnows of no intendsd strike by the co-pilots, as thelr
salaries are fixed in the following ratio:

L e

Minimum psy - $2,400 a yeaf
Meximum psy = $2,700 a year

Saleries are increased at the rate of $150 per
-annum, until the maximum 1s reacheds
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Mr . Maxwell stated that the mechanics:ave no o
set scale of pey; that they ere hired on-a yearly salery, which is
not fixed, but that they generally start on a $30 to $35 a week salary,
with no meximum; that the mechemies do not belong to any pilots Union
but 1%, is rumored that they are forming a chepter of their own; that -
however, this chapter has not been formed yot; that it is only a nmer
now and thet they Lave not banded together st the present time for amy - |
strike purposea. L

Vhile in the offics of Mr. Mexwell, it was
celled to egent'’e attention by the former that a. telegram hed just béen
received by the airport station that all planes must be thormghl'y
sedrched for eny poasible explosive material, Thése instructions
vere igsusd in view of the.rumor that instant plene was wrecked because
of the pending pilot strike, and that the search is. being made to ascer-
tain whother-eny hidden materials are c¢mgcealed in amy of ths remainins '
plenes of the J.A.L, flest. The only saveilable meckapic at the time of * -
‘agentts call -at the airport was one Arthur Gruitch, located -at Newerk,
N, J:, U.A.L. airport station, and on interview he advised that he is &
foreman -of the mechenics- at that airport; that, howaver hé-had no

“information ccncerning thia matter; -that ‘hé.’is intactive c.ontact with

the mechanics ‘at -the airport, and would know of -any. impending st:r.'ike.
However, nothing reletive to this has come to his attention. He atated
that he does-know of an actual fact that -none of the employees. wculd

join in an actual strike movomont participated in by the pilote, in

view of the fact that hie men have been approached by various pilots, .
but that they-have refiused to go:-on a sympathatic strike with the pilota,
in the event of the strike actua]ly taking place.

.-It hes baen suggested by .Bssistant Special Agent
in Charge ¥, X:. Fay that a list of the inspections of instent pleme be
obtained from October lst to the date of the instant crash. A request
was mede of Mr. Maxwe]l for this data. He stated, hiowsvar, that it ts

--a matter of record in the officea of the U.A.L. ,Municipal Alrport, Chicego,

Illinois, where the-reccrds would be eas:lly -acgogsible. to .en sgent from

+this Division. ‘He stated thet he has a record -of the pilots end cow

pilots and stewerdesses which had agcamenied in gtant plene fram Chicagp,
Tll., to Néwnrk and return. from Octobér lst to the date of instant crash,
and e furnlshed same to agent, Same i5 set out below:

Loulis Gavis, pilot;. Gleveland, 0, airport; B, ifan Tyle,.-co~pilot,
Chicégo, Iil., .airport; Miss Pygh, Stewerdess, Chicago, Ill.
_ _An' .on' October 1lst. at Newark airport; in instaht plane;

Lge ‘Murphy, pilot, Newark, N. J., .airport ;- Mr. Davis, co-pilot,
Chicego, IT11,.; Alice Scribner, Stewerdess, Chi cago, Iil.
Deperted. in instant pleme fran Newafk-airport for Chic;ago,

on October 2nd; 19355.
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Herold Little, pilot, Cleveland, Ohio, airport;
Mr, Hurley, co-pilot, Chicego, Ill:, and Miss

- Rothkaeth, Stewardess, Chicago, Ill., airport.
Arr, with instant plene at Newark on October 3rd.

Robert Dawson, pilot, Cleveland, 0. airport; ir,
Frar.klin, co~pilot, Chlesgo, Ill.; Miss Mertin,
Stewa:ﬁesa, Chicago, Ill., departed with instant
plene from Newark on October 4th, 1933.

Arthur Lybarger, pilot, Cleveland, C.; Mr. Trumble,
co-pilot, Chicago, Ill.; Miss Sapercer, Stewardess,
Chicago, I1., arrived instant plane &t Newark, N.J.,
October Sth. i

Msrion Sterling, pilot, Newark; N, J. airport; Mr.
Scott ,- co-pilot, Chicago, Ill., Miss Hopson, Stewerdess,
Chicago, Ill,, departed from Newark, N. ¥,,0ctober

6th,

ST Hudson Smart,pilot, Hewark, N, J, atrport; Mr., Me- -

N : Donough, co-pilot; Chicago; Ill,.; Miss Slede, Chicago,
Ill,, stewaerdess, arrived in instenrt plane at Newark:
on October B, 1933,

Paul Reeder , Clev'eland, 0., airport, pilot; Mr,
- - Ransom, co-pilot, Cleveland 0., Miass East, Stewardess;
Chicago, Ille, dep erted Hewark Ne Je, Ootober 8th,

"« R, M, McMillian, Cleveland, O. airport, pilot;

. - . Mr, Payne, -co~pilot, Chicago; I1l.; Miss Rothkath,
' — ' Stewerdess, Chicago, Il1. Arr., Newark, N. J,, October
.- 9tha

Robert Dawson, -pilot, Cleveland, O.j A. -T. Ruby, co-
- pilot, Ohieago, T1li; Miss Alice Seribner, Stewardess,
: Chicago, I11; Departed Newark, N, J., October 10tk,

M. Hgxwell furnished nemes of thé fllowing pilots
stationed at Newark, N, J'., amd 8lso the names of the fliowing mechanics
stationed @t the above -airport. It will be noted that the exact addresses
of a few of the pilots amd mechaniés are not known to Mr. Llaxwell at
this time. He stated he would make an effort to obbein ths exact
‘addresses in the mesr future.
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First Pilots Domic:lled at Newark:

C. W, Hudson 1024 Kipling Road Elizsabeth, N. J,
E. T, Martin 524 Pine Street Roselle, N, T,
M. A; Marrs- 934 Orchard Terrace Linden, N Je
W. H. Kemedy 444 Mercer Aveme Roselle, N. J.
J. H. Smart. ) Flizdbeth, N, T
M. Sterling Hotel Douglas Newark, N. J;
S. Nelaon 86 Divigion A¥enue Sunmit, N, J.

) John Volf Sumeit, N. J;
L, Murphy ‘Elizabeth, N, J;

Mochani es. Domiciled at Newark:

Anderson

H. 15 Mading Terrace Hillside, N, J,,

0. Andersam 1342 Fremont Place “ Elizabeth, N, T,

0. Beavers 1342 Fremont Place ‘Elizabeth, N. J.

D. Boeebe Y.M.C. . ,Madison Avenue- Elizabeth, N, Js
T - -~ Rs Blauvelt - 7 - -403°-Spriage Street - - - - ~-Linden; N, ‘J, -

‘ ' P, Doan _ o o Roselle, Ni J.

A. Z: Gruiteh - Y414 Congord Flace Elizabeth, N. J.

T, Keller 23 School St., Metuchen, N, J;

B.~Kdlakowski 1 Grupman Avermud Nowark, N, J;

G. B, Laird , Union, N. Js

J. McVeigh 930 Ofchard Terracq ) Linden, N. J,

W. Unstead 1 Grumman Avemue Newark, N. J.

Q. Williamsq:l 1465 Lexington Pl. E].iza'be'bh, Ne Je

Be T, Lima. Newark, N. J.

F. Rye ' .

H. Wells ‘Newark, N, J.

. C. Basley

The ebove list is set out 1n order that thess
-pergms might be 1nterv1ewed rélative to any info rration they may
bave pertaining to insbant m.a'bter, particularly as to- amy agitation
-among the pilots.

It is suggested. that Bellboy #56 at the Roosevelt
Hotel, who.-¢ould not be located by 'l;his;égent be located -gnd 1nterviewed,
' a8 it will be recalled that he roomed Mr. Smith = the Roosevel t on.
the night of ‘October 6; 1933. He should be questioned concerning any
mfomal;ion as to luggege possessed by Smith, remarks perteining to.
any luggage, -any remarks pertaining to the oity, and as to.whether
Smith mede any mquiry of him as to loe&tion of -any hardware stares,
or places where powder or high explosive niaterial could be obtefned.
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It chould elso be ascertained fram the .béllboy whether or not.he knew
of gny- peckeze carried by Smith.

It is also suggested that the various mechanics
and porters at the Newark N, J, afrport be contacted and closely
questioned concerning their ingpect ion of instent plene prior to -
its departure on the ill fated flight. Those- who chedced imstant -
plene at thet time are set out in the body of this memorandum, - i

The New York City Offize vL1l conduct eppropriate
investigation in an effort to ascertain additional informetion can~
cerning the presence .of Mr. Smith in New York City, determining where
he obtained end the contents of the packege in his possession on
inatent plene, if possitle, -Also, at the: Newark, N. J. Airport will

condu ct appropriate investigzation,

At the conclusion of the above investigation, -the
informat ion concerming Mr, Smith was telephoned to the Chicago Bureau

Office on Ogtober 14, 1933, by Assistant Special Agent in Cherge Fay
and. Speoinl Agent in Cherge Melvin Purvia of Chicego furnished the

following information concerning Smith:

E. R. Smith vwas a member of the U, S. Arnv from

1915 to 1920 end he pulisted from saneplace in Colorado; he was

assigned to same Caval:-y Unit in ‘the Wer; thet in the year- 1920 he
opérated a grocery store. at 5100 Argyle Street, Chiecago; Ill., whidh
grooery. sta-e was owned by an aunt of his named Riedl, ¥ is -
intimated that Smith wad associated as a pertner with his aunt in

the grocery business. However this business-was sold in 19X end

Mr, Smith was seeking enploymenl; s although he 1is reputed to be can=
fortably fixed; that he .spends most of his time in fishing and“hunting
and that in the latter comnection he is an ardext duck hunter; that
he came to New York City ebout two weeks ago to attend the Torld Series
and that he. was going to see same men in New York about a Job, He

hes never bean Emown to fly before except vhen he was in the U. S. Army
and stationed in Texas, MNr, Snith was not in thehabit of writing home
end did.not camimicéte with his Bister with whom he hived in Chicago,
and none of his family heve arny idea as to how much baggege he carried
at the time he left Chicago..

Relative to Smith's hunting: activities, it was
stated thet he keeps-his guns -at & duck hunting club in Chicago, said
clib located on the Illinois River; that he had no guns with him at

the time of his dsperture from Chicego for New York- that he kept four

guna at the a'bOve hunt ing club end those interviewed at Thicego did
not see ary reamson why he should buy a.gun, or for thet matter amunition,
-and, bring it back to Chicago from New Tork.
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The Boston Office of the.Division furnishad
this office the following 1n:l‘omation resuiting rﬁcm their Investi-
gatjon of.Miss Dwyer, at Arlington, Massachusatts.

A Mr. Ed. Kemy, brother-in-law of Miss E. M,
Duyer, vms interviewed by en agent .of the Boston Office and edvised
that- he had never male a statemwent to. enyone-¢concerning: instant a:Lr-
plane ‘being bombed; thet. he, Kemny, hed been telking to someone, and
he, 'in turn, had. discussed the possibility of the plene's di saster
being -caused by a bomb' that it was Just a prosumption on his part,
Mr, Kenny advised that he- received a wire from Chicago to identify
the body of- Miss Dwyer, who lived at. 67 Mt, Vernon Aveay Arlimton,
Mass.; that Mr, Dwyer and he, Kerny, left Bosten on a four o'clock
plane, for Chicago, anl on that plane they talked with the pilot, whose
neame was W. H. Kannedy, end thé three of them discussed pro-and con
the causes of the accident; ‘thab the pilot hed volunteered the following
infonnation. That the ¢ II..A..L had recently taken ¢onsiderable business

kY

_from other 1ines, and that possibly Jealousy existed on the part of can--
patitcrs, which resultad in a bamndb being vlaced in the plama. Mr. Ifenny .

stated he unierstood tw pessengers were in. the: rear of the plene
.at’ the time the plene split; that the ones in the front burned; that
the plane at the ‘time of the acel’ dent. was 25 minutes lete, and etr.oul(L .
have been in-Chicago about 15 minutes after the crash; that the- U..A..L.
‘hed recentlv ‘pwchased 75 planes of the.-type of thé plane 'I;hat crashed..
Relative to:Mr, Baldwin, Mr Kem:ny statsd he- iz
a-real estate and mine operations .owner in Reno, Nevada, his- address
being ths Hotel Riversida that he is presently stopping at the Ri'l;z-
Cerlton in Boston; that he has been. in ‘Reno sbout five yasrs; that he
originally csme from Boston, where he hed. mst Miss DPwyer, It is attted
that Mr. Baldwin called Miss Dwyer fram Reno every day for a certain

) period to came to Reno, where they could ‘ba merried; that the amunt of =

the ¢alds placed was. in the émount of $250, that, harever, there hes

béen some femily strife concerning this merriege. No further informatfon

Ins been obteined from the Boston Office at this time, altharzh the
are submittddgh report on seame, ! s ey

. .
During the coursé of the conversation with the
Speciel. Agent in Charge of the chicago Office, it was aacertainarl that
a telegram had beeh sent by Smith in .New. York City to his sister, Arma
Riedl,. 5100 Argyle St., Chi cego; Iii., at 2: 10 p. m., on.-Octodber 10
1933, which telegram is -as follows: "

"CAC 188-8-RV-NY

"Leavmg New York,!todey by plane Everythi:g okay
Love - Enid n
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It was ascertainel through Vesteran Union
headquartars at New York Clty that the gbove telegram vas ssent
from their office in the Roosevelt Hotel, New York City.

B, T. HOLAN,
Special Agent.
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.. ENTIFIC CRIME DEI‘EGTIOH
S OFl . . e s
S ™/ HORTHWESTERY Unxvmsm
A . CHICAGO ILLINOIS
Supeérior 9455
- United Air Lines
221 N. La Selle Street
. Chicego, Illinois
Fi~%wrq " Attni Me. Thorp. Hiacock : * : *%'
A |
Ei Dese Sivt . ~ - - o
| SO ,% : ' - . A
by - ;_"5'.. 1. I Bave completéd my examinat.{on of haterial. :I.nvo]:ved id the ‘airplane - ,
2 ;Jé acéident which cccurred a few days &go in the region of Chesterton, Indiana. 3
R S .
Hi‘é e LY Exaninaticn of the evidence leaves no toubt that prior to the crashmgw
g & of the plane there was & violent explosion in the resr portion of the plages = »

; <?§‘"_—,A,,g This - -ekplosion was. produccd by & high explosivo" of the type of nitrogly 9:1::;.«-‘ ;
¢ oy .+ dynemits of high percentage strerigth, INT,. or gomé similar pubstances Thow - ~°
E‘;j @ i -explosion odeurred -oither in the upper rear portion of the lavatory compaz ot -
' ‘or- the: fore part of the blanket -compartment whigh is puilt into the reat i\éﬁhﬂ_
+ -ipper lavatory sectlon, The fact that the -oxplosive wag tho “high cr‘:lo?ivé“ ‘
' type rather than the ™ow explosive typs is proven by the numerous ho:!.ea r&ade
in Yural structure by flying particles of Dural and by the type of damags’ do;x&
to blanket.s, alothing and bag{age which appdrently wa3d located in the year. : -
bagpege conpartment. These holes wore made by projectiles traveling &% Gy ;
. high veélociby, such ag would be propelléd By the shatteriug force of a. hf 5 ;
explosive, pather than by the glow push of a low explobive. UBasoline~aiky'-. -
moiatures are deﬁ.nit.r:ly of the low cxplosive -l:ype. Tuere wds no. eyiden’ée«o‘f
fire- in material coming from the rear portion of the plane, apart from the small |
amount of singeing iancidental to the impact of fra;-onts of Dural travding ek
pxtrezely high veloeity. Hothing was found which could be defiritely ddentified
as v portion of &xplosive -contalner,. bo:nb, or tino mechanién such as is found -
) in go-called Minfernal macainos." he particlés of metal which were driyén -
¢ with bullet-like speed inkd ‘the flqor of the plane, fhe leathor abnd leatherOHEE™
naterials of baggege containers and Iural sheeting was found to be B'uralg »-*“i’a;eéeg

P it D, ﬁf_.,..;

projectiles apparensly reswltzd frod the sasttobing' of Dural struc'l:ures 13 cZL‘qf:é
Proxinity to the explosive. k 7
~;,‘-;“

I an enclosmg adu,itional copies of this roport to be forwarded +

s M. Purvis of the Yepartment of Justice, 1930 benkera Euilding, Caicago ,a:ia. ot ‘;
‘also the Dep&rtment of Oanmcr‘_,o, at your discration, ; ~:‘ i 1
Yours vory. bruly; _ _ g . j

- , IR N

(signpa) T T

_ R. MBuehlbergor-
Crizl -
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October 20, 1933.

Ltm 299554

Kanitakoo, Illinoiz.
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Desr Sir:

I‘bog ta acknowlodgo recclipt of your letter, dated
October 15, 1933, reletive to the wreeklng of a pasoenger

plane of tholnited States Alr Lirea near Chesteorton, Indista,

asd to thank you for thko puggestion contalned theroin,

Yery truly yours,

_Dj,rgcbdr.

eof 20 v -
* i‘ﬁ t .'--,_vj-’r :
®- “:‘t FPRY S \ " o™
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Mr, Nathan...._,

O 2 !”’ Toisan....._.
: N Mr. Clogg,.no .

M. Edwards
, Mr. Egan
} x Mr. Hughesg 27 __

Mr. Quinn..,...___
Mr. Lestor ...
M. Locke.o. .

Dctober 12, Tl W

At

UEMORANDUM OF. TELEPHONE CALL: - - .ﬁ

- - =

I contected Mr. Fay- at ths New York City ‘office and edvised that
Mr. Stenley, the Assistant to the Attorney General, had referred to me a
Hr., Kramer of HMontana, a representative of" the%n:.ted Aircraft Gorpora‘bion,

whose Qu;:glane erashed a _couple of days ago, and all the passengers'h;rned

to death. I advised that Mr. Kramer stated that Colonel Henderson, the head
of the United Aircraft Gorporat:.on, with offices at 230 Park Avenue (ninth
floor), New York City, is in possegsion of information indicating that the
plane crash was caused by a dynamite homb in the rmear of the plane explod-
ing. I requested that Mr. Fay conftact Colonel Henderson and arrange to see
him as soon as possible to secure &ll the facts., -

Mr. Fay later celled back and stated that the plane left-New York
at 4230 p.n., arriving at Cleveland on time, and the last report by radid
wag at 8:39 p.m., CST, North Liberty; that it was flying at 1500 feet and
it was reported they could- see 2 beacon lights ahead and a 7 ,OOD—foot_
celling, all conditions being okey; that it was due at Chicsgo at 8:55 p.m.,
CST, but due to heed-winds was 15 mimutes late; that the report by radio
due at 8:59 p.m. was never received, and it is believed the plane crashed
around that time, as the place where she crashed is approximately 36 miles
out of Chicago hy air. Hr. Fay stated tbat the pilot had been employed
by the United ﬁ:.rcra.ft Corporation for about 2 years; that he was flying
as & co-pilot until 2% months ago, at which time he became a pilot.

Hr. Fay stated that vhen they examined the remsins they could only
find five bodies, tut yesterday they found two more ahout helf a mile away
from the plene. Hr. Fay further stated that the tail of the plane broke just
rear of the compertment containing the pilot, and the section between that
part of the tail and the part contéining the rudder was broken into a number
of small pieces, and these pieces were found a half mile west of the ship.

He statéd they assume vhen the tail went off the ship went into an outside
loop, headed sast, and crashed into the trees. The tail was west of the ship,
and the rudder was a mile west of the ship. He stated that the ignition was
on when she crashed, and the plane and all in it burned.

Mr. Fay stated that the £1ight surgeon coming in last night picked
up e men nemed Baldwin et Reno {the fiance of the Murphy girl); that the man
who brought Baldwin to the plane said hé had been hysterical, and was talting
morphine ard bromide, but the doctor steted he had riot seen him taking these;
that Baldwin en route in cohversation with the doctor statéd he thought a
bomb had ‘blown up the ship, which was the first the doctor had heard of such
a thing; that the doctor then talked with the pilot =

they had heard nothing of this sort.
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Kr. Fay advised that one Emil Smith was on the ship which crasked,
and the indications are that when Smith entered the plane he had some liquor
and was carrying & small package. They do not know his position on the
plane, but he boarded the plene at Newark. The plene was carrying no mail
and there was nothing in the rear comparitment except a small handbag belong-
ing to ‘the pilot, and they say tbere is no conceivable reagon- why the. tail
should have flown off considering the conditions under which-the ship was

fiying. ~

Mr. Fay stated there were three ships flying at ‘the same time, one
fifteen minutes or a half hour zhead of the ill-fated ship, and the other
fifteen minutes later, both of which came through with no trouble at all;
the second ship, however, saw the flare on ths ground while passing over
and reported the same when he arrived at the air station.

Mr. FAy stated that the portion of the plane between the rear of
the pilot!'s compartment and the tail was picked up over a radius of one-half
mile, and also a number of bolts end nmuts were picked up which.dld not be-
long to the plane, and the pieces of the metal tail had been shattered as
though it had been shot.

Mr. Fay stated that vhile he was with the girplene company a men
named Collier from Chicego. called and stated the coroner had told him that
he had some additional information he éould not give over the wire, but that
he had also found some powder marks on the compartment door, which had been
thromwn clear of the rest of the wreckage.

Mr. Fay stated that théy mentioned that this was the. same company
which transported Bailey from Oklahoma City to the penitentiary.

¥r, Fay stated the line was having labor troubles, and that they
mentiohed in particular one pilot who was described as being "rather vicious'.
He stated that it appeared that one of the men present at the conference had
been talking to the Attorney Gemeral.

Hr. Fay stated he would send the details in by Teletype, and I
instructed that he call Mr. Purvis at.Ghica'go -and give him a3l the detsails,
in order that he might see the coroner at once and contact with the Department
of Commerce investigators immediastely. I stated that Mr. Fay should start
investigation at the Newark airport, and send in the facts to Washington by
Special Delivery in order that I might have the information tomorrow morning.

»
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Colonel Donovan telephoned to- state that so.far it looks either
like sabotage or that someone placed a bomb in the plane. I advised Colonmel .

Donovan of the information. I received from #r., Fay and the course of action

I expected to tske,. both at Newa.rlc and Chicago. Golonel Donovan mentioned the
fact that it was this same compa.ny s plane which {ransported Ba:IJ.ey and Bates

to the Leavenworth Penitentiary.

“a

I contacted Mr. Purvis at Chicago with regard. to- this matter, and
requested that he put some of his best Agents on the case. I aedvised that. he
get in touch with the "coroner- and the Chicago representatives of the United
Adrcraft immedintely, and also the Department of Commerge- agents.
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THis caszorigivaTen At NEW YORK. CITY N Freeno, 622700
’ Rmnrwmzam ) DATE WHEN MADE: i m‘:iu-o‘:;rbgymi{mlg;bq! 'g-u‘-o‘nf _‘I&t&n‘&b‘v_‘: ‘__ ) ST ) ]
Dogrolt, Michigen, | 10930:35 | 10424,85,2¢+3% ' W, Oy CHARMAN . . <YOH "~
‘111-::;; _' _.: "' Tl e T ST - cmn;morcasn A N
OUiTTsD AIR LINES TRARSPORY MISCELTANEQUS < :
_PLANR 10, KC-13304 . O-AIRPLANE. CRASH:
 SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Tostont; plane wes refueled at Cleyeland, Ohle, on . . - . o
' . Ootober 10, 1933, and radio chetked; there. baing e
: 10 other inspection of -plane,. No cheok mpde for | -
. jodsible gas ledkags. Thréaténed sirike of pilots
and mechaniég -had been temporerily setiled prior
to Qotober 1, 1933, there being no evidence that
Plene was demeged or: explosives placed in plené
at Cleveland. John Ealpim, passénger agent, obe ' 1
- merved passenger Ball RifSiith remave package .‘
from net rack .over his head @nd carty it about: . - - .
1 , . ~atation !mdarjéa:n;,__ nd-talked ‘o him but ndticed -
Py .pathing suapiojous in ‘Siithts ections, ~ S v
. { Rtu:dc!_
| ‘HEFERENCR$- Repokt, 02 Spedtsl Agent H. W¢ Kais, New York City, datéd 10-20+33,
; t ‘ ' - S — i
DETALS: AT CINVELAND, GHIO. _
_ Xajlor Jack pérry, Dikecter of Municipal Airport, stated . that e was :
advised by telephons of the orash of instent plana avout 1£00 A,M. on. Gotober i
11, 1953, end that at 1:10 A.M.; he was at. the airpert ndking en dmpesiigation 7 |
but Was ungdle to: £ind any thipng which would ~;p,d;c‘ato*~9v£§egcqv$‘i1at the plang
had been -dsriaged whild in Clevelsnd; that {the threatened strikée of pilots, -
. . and yschenica Had Besn temporarily-settled priorto October 1, 1933 by ths ,
. pilots; mechanics and United Airline Officidls egreeing to sybmit their dife ,
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. ferencoa to.a-Boatd Of Arbitratich; ‘that on.Ogtober 10, 1938, eli telk of .
- -atrike ‘hed blown over dnd: thers was nd indicatiocn of disaatisfaction of

any ezployees or pilots; that évén though theré might have. boer a sirike
tontecplated or labor trouble-he dogs not ‘believe eny pilot or:mechanie
wpuld dapage & plana or placs eoxplogives in.a plané of in any meniel en-
flanger the lives of pilots or passeugers by suol agtidha for the rsason
that pilots and mechanics lave .& finer sense of moral Tesponaivility -and

-ethica than is founk in any other.line of andeayor; that 2 pllot.or uschenid -

would gooner Sut Off hig Zrm than $p lmowjngly demogé & plane which would:

. endangpr Iives, . , .

E$J6i BéEFy further stated thit be wed.mot.at the aifpert when |

‘ifhatant plene waz in Cloveland onm ths night of Qatobex 10, 1933, but afier '

lgarning of the orasl be irmediately falked 4p John Ralpin, Passquger Agent,

" -gndl made iuguiries about thé. girpont ta leern 4f any asuspicious charaéters
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+ “tiony of;plane orashes end: that he hed never seed en a¢tual aplution of a
" 'erash, and that when the investigations were completed, the caise of tbe
- orash remgined .g nystery end.the subject 0f thedry end gudss work: Hs

C.oafth

had been goep about the airpart on. the pight of Oetoder 10, 1933, and statéd,
that there ®ag ne ipdication of any outsjdey being nedr the plane wheh it - -
was rolueled, Kajor Eérry. stated that he had-been thrdugh meny inrestiga~

'

S

statad that hs had pbserved the report of ‘the Seienfific Crims Detesticn
Laboratory of Northyestgrn University at Chicago, IIlinois, and bud formed:
the opinfon thet paassenger -tuith rust bave been carrying nifro-glycerin, or ',
sqiie Other iype of high explosive, dnd-bad actidently dxoppsd it vwhile in.

the réar of. the. plané in the washrooily .

e ' Xajor Barry gbé's“;n‘dg; doam 1t possivle that en éxplosion. of
gasoline could hava scted in the sammer in whigh instent explosion has besn:

beo montioned as being & radjcsl and whd was in charge of ibe orew which
rofiielsd instent pleng.on the night of October 10, 1933, in-above suspleion
48 hix opinion, having teen at the aliport as: e mechanic for -about five
yodi's, md prigr to that was: {n the TUnited States Larine Corps for elght
yoars; that, although Ven Buren is balkebive,cldfir Berry never hes héard
hin peking any thredts gs to-what ha, Van Buren; would d¢ in .cese of &

doscribed. Lajor Berpy stated that A, W v@:ﬁmoﬁ, Craw Chisf, who has. L

[y

]

Wi M« Bobertson) Inspdotor P the Departméht of Commerce, Cleveland

Airport, bdyised theb he had ¥ot fdndugted -any investigativh of this matter at,

Cleveland; Ohid; or plséwhere; ey the investigation ¥ou)d be- comdupted for the
Departaent Of Corimerce by B M. Jacobs) Airling Iagpector el Chleego; Iil«
E¢ furthér xiated ‘that he wes nof ab the airport on thy night.-of Qétober -

. 10, 1933, when instant pland ¥as in Claveland, Ohle, FHe further-atated
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5% He hgd not mede apy iavestigation of $he. thrsatensd.strike of pilots
gnd pechanics which: was to have. been ¢illed-ou Ostober. Iy 1933, tut whidh .
- -¥ag s6ttled a few- dayp. pricd thereto by the Interested. patties agraeing. -

¥ subsilt their differences i 4 Board of” Arbitrafion; Ihat he eard frosm -

" - freoureq which he can not fecall that a Mrs Wolf, Who ia -a pilot for

United Air Lines flying from New York to Clovelend and whose homé is in

- Rewark, W,J,, hed sald that #if thore was a strike there would be plenty

' of troudble.™ Ihapactor Robertdon statés that Wolf is a gréat fellow-to- -
Wshoot off his moush™ but would be .above suspicion in thé matter of
dezmging @& plede. A

*° Both Tnspegtak Dybortssn end Major Bercy statad fhat Bre Wright

¥ho éxamines the pilofs for physichl fitnoss, would Naye evan legs {nforme-'
tion then they éoncerning this matter and it wes doemed unnacegsdry to | -

interyiew bim, _
| jolin Halpin, Bnssenger Agent foi United Ay Tdnes sdvised that

Tiva-and pebiced -thay paszenger Bmil ‘E5Ith feijained in the plene, ‘end he'.
askod {h¢ stewardess; liige Ali¢e Sirivener,’ Way Suith A1d not got put of

the plehe, she replying thal :ghe’'did 2o{ know; that he fhen asked her if

saith Hed baén drinking; shé'spating that she. did not btelleve he hzd. ‘He
than instructed Mies Soribtener to inform Smith that he should ledve the

~9n. fhe: night of Gotober 10, 1935; Mo was on duty end saw, Lustend pleng ay-

plane whils it was befng refifeled =ud he watched Suith léeve the plane - .

and, poticed: Ssith reasth Gb. 4n the. net parcel holder aver his hesd and

.~ Temove:8 packagé which was ‘wrapped. in brown paper; and.Saith. then left ;
dor

. %Be plate, Wp/ PAlpin then mads & poind.af ‘couversing with Snitht gonr
orming tiig: engtl of tigy the Plane Would be in-Clevelend, thy conversd-
tion being for the purpése ¢f determining whother Suith had ‘been drinking,
Balpin stated that Smith seened entirely sober and normal snd no ¥iguor
¢ould Ye smelled cn hig breath.-or about his persod,

Hy furthed statod-thet Suith then walked shout fhiﬂ, fenged éi-

closure foX seyen or elght mitiutes, Snd carried -the trown padkege under his

erm afid had both.hands Stuck down inside the pockets of 'his. topicoat; taat

Salth 1ban Walked Up 70 Him ond asked MM HOW much 1ongor the prans Moutd
five mifmtesj that ‘

_be 1in' Cleveland. and. wes dnformsd ihat. it would. be aboup £1v tesi:
Snith then welked into thd: Paggenger Stafion sud stood uesy the Western '

. Inion bopth unbil passemgors. wore notified ghat tho plane wag leaving for
Chicagd; this bejug ebout five minutes after Smith had walked into-the.
station; thab bs, Halpin, mopiced Suith get in the pleng and fake a sqat

nohr the, front of the plene but 3id not obgerve whal Sulth 4id with fhe

patkagh.. S v : :
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L Ho Further stafed that he 4id not pay u great deal of atten~
tion to the package which Snith was cerrying aid éouvld xot say in what -
. manner 1% wes wrapped or Qesexribp the shaps of the package. He firther
stated that be does not Ydcall Smith 'being exoited or acting in a sug-
piclous manner, Mr, Halpin xoted that 1. Burris, the radio man, sat
in the rear geat of the pleme; My, Halpin atated. that Biarpris had comd.
to Cleyeland from Toledo, Qhig, to ferky to Chisago, Illy, frorr whence
he would act as radio men on. & trip out.of Chicego, I1l, Burrds had .

. ~'coms to Gleveland to forfy to- Chioagd befause the plene did mot stop - .

1

at Taludo, Ohig. :

-+ . - A%, Halpin furiher statod that thore wers not cany persons
around the airpert at the time indent pleng was in Olevpland, the night
 being cool with & raw wind Ylowlng; that instant plene landed at Gate £ 3,
- dnf- ell passpngers were required to Jeo ave the plaie while geme was bolng
refuoled; that hé did pot noticp &ny -one near ths plane other than the
© Fefusling crew and. stated thet it Jp the yule that no one igallowed
outside of the gate-ar the enoldsurq sxdsph the: orese, pilofs, and gers

Bons orficially connested with thé airport,

I - It i3 stated that the plsnes lend in the Tlying £i61d and
taxi.up to fhe gdts from which passengars ars ta leave of énter the .
Plenes. There is: & wire fenge seperating the flying field frdm the alr-
port, bullding and this wife fencé eiicloges & space approxiiately 100
fodt square ‘An Fronk of the alfport building, the fence being attathed:

', to either aide of the building %q -that no; peison pay coms into thy ou-
¢ clouré except thyough thé airport building or fiém the flying £is1a.

. &t night thia gnc¢loaure. i well ],ightg&.—

. ¥, Schmitt, Station Manoger; exhibited record of arrival

" angd departure of® instant. plane on fhe night of Qotober 10, 1933, which

indicated. that same arrived .at 7:42 P.M.; edd deparied at 7:57 P.lL on
trip £ 83, and wag carrying one pound of expréssj that he wag im the

united Air Lines hapger when. instent Plend arrived and doeg mot recall - .

,  wbether he saw tha pasgengers unload or nob, but recallg thay hé gnd -
. Relph Grossbitel, Assistent Statfon Mabsger, went out. to the plane fo
watch it being serviced snd remained thére while Yhe pleme wa¥ sérviced
and saw the psssengers Bet into the plene; thatf he hag no recollection
of deeing Emith get on the plame with the packet unler his arm and:-in
fact paid wlight attention to tha paséengerss :

jire Sbmitt wxhivited @ plene aiuiler to insyant ghip whih
"' wes in the hanger end poluted out thp compariment Tor blenketa, fhe wishe
. ool end the nét ‘rgck fop pardaia, whigh is described es s net over ths

v




" Hesd-or TFatiter -at the +op 1;9 the 31de of Gach pagsengenty head, the.met .

. being abploxinately twd feet. in longth and one foof iR Qepth, and hes a. .
grall pillow 4n -each ¢nd of the mets The hat whef not carr,ying parcels -
fits praotically parallel-fo the inside of the Plane &nd any packages
.plaeed 1k the net would f£it rathsr anugly snd would not have mugh op-

‘portunity to awing agajnst the side of the plane and neither would it
hapg 80. low as to ‘be in thé way of any ]ga.lssm:negezf:,r

MB. Schmitt advised thab on Ootober 10, '19331 instanf: plane' v
- wag serviced by A. W. Vin Burén, .Grew ghief}: To L. Eraner, Tadioman;  and
r»hechuniga T; JorGoebl and, H, R. Reid, Hq, further statad thab a1l of
,‘thegse men :are abow Suhpicion of ‘causing: any dapage to a plane end hé'
has never hed apy complaints against .any of them nor has he ever heard .
any .of then, or any other -mechanies éxpress themsolves in a Denner as to

. - excite suspicion that they would causé demage to a pleng. H& furthér sd-

- vi96Q that Charips Wheeler, pilot, headquurters with United Aixlines,.
chicago, Til,, flew inip £17 in the rear of Pilot Tarrant on inetant plane
-pilo‘b Hheeier 1eaving the Olaeveland ai::port at. 9225’ P,H. . p :

© - e 5 Goebl,: mechani ey a,aviaed the:r: hia empioymen% Fith the
» ‘puitéd’ alw Rines begén pn Jume B, 1933; thet ho was on tho crew which

' serviged instept pleny on the night of Octobon 10, 1933, his duties béing

Yo unlock the front end wear compartment and to. remove he pilofrs bag

end Joad the hag 6f thé outgoing pilot; 4hét he. pald no attention 4o

the. pasaengers and .does not bélieve. it pdsa ib).e' for any: ot!;er thén tke

SO Rembers: 1o h;wp beerl Téar-the planp when Sdme vaa §h Clevelands that -

he. 15 positive that he wpuld hayo :deén any satraige ‘person Wwho lad beexn

head the plare. He Btatpﬂ 'thu:[: he ‘hag xnever ‘heard erew chiei‘ As We Van

Burem.makg any :;emari;q whith would Indiecate that he would dardge a plune

afd regarda Vah Buren as beiny ebova suspicion. Thig game atatmont was

‘made by mochahic Reid and radfoman Kpansz, _

4 He R, Rold, mechanic, advised that hiz employmt with the ‘

United Alr Lines-began on Ogtobex 3, 1933 and that his duty in servioing e
instent plase on the night of Getobed. 10, 1933 wdg to put it eylinded i

oil-in éadh B the. enigings, which. ﬁe didy that he* paid. no- atteﬁtion £

$ho pa;asangﬁrs and iz pos itivq he would: have seén any. ote strange should
augh persong have béen-hanging. arouna the ship Whilé it wds being aerviced'
that the. gesoline wes placed in thé skip by Hate Ruby, who was killed, and
‘the, aiount of .gasoline used in Tefueling is made Enown to Ven Baren whe.
placed the empuitt of gas ‘and o1l used in the log Yook whick accompenied
. the pleng., .Mr: Reid gxhibited the. pas Iines and valvey i agent, stating

. that no_check. is. mdde. of the gas 1ines or valves uulasa chadk 48 a;peciri,cally -

.. nequegﬁed ‘bj' the pﬂot o m:m ﬂy.‘l.ng the plane.

-
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S R % ‘Iu Er:a.mér radioman, adﬁséd that whep afnatm p;ane ¥es

. -gerviged at Cleyelzha: on- Qctober 10, 1933, he’talked t6 ‘pilot Tobert
quson, the incoming pilet, te aacertain ‘the: cond:l.tinn of 'the. radio

. at which-time Dawsop gtdted that everything seemsd to be working in goqd
shape. "Mr, Kramer then checked the radig in the ship end found seme to.
be in gooderder. Ha -had no turthen duty ang fpaid no attention to the
paasengera -of the plana. Ho &id . not notice any gtrangers ebout the  plane
wlien :ganie 'was. being aaryiced,

- -~
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B ,a.slhent W Van Bu:ren, crevw dhie: :Dnited Aﬁ' I;ihgs, was ;lhf.er»

viemed et his home,,lsﬁOek Liverng A\rq., on October 26, 1953, he' Having been.

" 4n the soutiern part. of the Btate rapairing e plane £or neveral days. He
"advised that on the night of Ootoder 10, 1833, he. talked to incoming pilot
Dawsoh who- reported the pleme 0.K. Ven Buren 'l:i:len plecod: yhe amoitny of -gas
-aid oil used, 4in thé pilotis log book end %elked.to: radiomen Burris for a
Tow minutea copcemi.ng 2 plane: which had beer out of order at ‘Toledd, Ohioy
Fecently, " He ihen todk the log book through the. .cabin.Of the pleno .and ..

_" bunded seme to pIL6t Tarrant and’ then djusted the blankats Ebout, the idees.
of stewardpsg Seribner and then left the' plang, ¥o. inspodtion of “the- plane.
, was made othex’ tham the radio. fnspoction. Kr: Van Buren otated that toth. -

mechanics Redd and Goeb)l. had modd . servicé racords as meéchanics wﬁh. other
alk 1ines before coming with the.United Air Lines, Reid polding a transport |
liefnse e3 a pilot in pddition to being a, mpchenic, Van Buren is married -
qnd hes. two -small ch*ildren. Ho dtatad that = man muld Have: £0 be. ingane

. th fAgmage & pldiey a4 eny man who had worked arofitd xlanaq would realize’
t‘he "horm,ble death Yhat ymat. tegult o, pnot and. -passengorg Trén & pleane
“oraghy He ‘statetl that Taryant must haxer Iiveﬁ ‘gone terrivle momenty
while ingtafit plans was about ta crash. Ven Buréi has bgen with the .
United Air Lines for eaven years, three. yoars .at the: eirport in Cleveland'
and four years in Kangag Clty and prior to that time wag in thé Tnited
statea narino Corps for aeven yoars, He improssed thig agent as being
wihgere in liis statement and in view of- the .opinion bsd of him by othpr
peraona 1nterviewad[ he ‘ig believed abova sidpicion: vVan Burefi stated .
. tkat he. did not obserye. the: passpngars on inatnn?; plane. with any dpga:ep -
- iof pgrticulm:id:y and ‘314 not observes any a'l:rangers aﬁoué the plan& ”While
sSams- was at fl;he airport.s -

[}

L. He s_nith mlot, Tnitéd Afr I:,'u;ea, 4004 Riyeredga .aoaa ad-

. vised that he was I‘lyins trip # 8 from Chicego, Ili., ¥o Gleveianﬁ Ohio,
-on the night of -botober 10, 19:53, mmd that Oharlea ‘Whéeler wes the :pilo:t
who Was. flying the trip behind instant ;31ane trom Cloveland to :Chipago;
that he;’ ,‘.-‘.fnith‘ wga up about 6@00 feot. whbn: aboiit £ive miles from.MeCool,
Indiana, and: .at thet, tim& nqtipad g ﬁash pt i‘ire on wbat- ha thought veg.
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L.+ BURERRED UPON-COMFTETION TG OFRICE O ORIGIN -

C0 . he lhnded saTo, at Hawarx.

-£he *grqund but ﬁid mbt thlnk that it was: a plang five, ar.d did not know
of. instant. plene arashing untii he wEs 8Q infdrmeg. &t Cleveland; that le
had ng furtker knowledge concerning the ¢rash then the above informatipn.
_He further stated that the strike which had bean thieatsned by pilots and
mackanies had been poatpqned prio:: to Octodbar 1, 1933 end he had .not -hesrd -
pf eny dissatisfaotion smong ‘the piloty and macﬁanics sinee that -time out-

gidd. of thg discuasioms ‘that prdina:ily take Place among the employba 8. to

hgurs and pay and states. thet-in his opin:lon no- pilot or,mephanic would
‘dgmage a pla.na evﬁn :Ehnﬂsh tho fexn WeTe oh a atrikb. . . s

- ¥« 0, Johagon, Pilot, United Air Lines, 1&608 .,m-nada}.a AVaiy
. was. intérviewod by  toélephonoe and ddvissd that he was tha pilot who flew .
Instant plene from Cleveland, Ohio, %o Newark, NeJv, pn Ootober 10, 1933,
. eand dogs not recall emy t;'oubla with the plana nor’ with ‘the gas line;
that It therq had been apything wrong he would . ‘ha¥é Hoted pufle in the
' Jlog book mo that it pould have beon -checkad at Hewark. ‘Ho.woven, o
4he bpgt-of his ;-ecoll,qoﬁon. thers yas goﬂxi.ng WFong mﬁ:h ‘the "plene; whsn ’

-
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Unnzmomnmns- T . Y - -

.t
e NEW YORK, OBFICE: At Nowark, NoFy, 18 rpquagted: to intprview
16% Wolt of the United ALT. Iines who .ls -ailoged .to Havy. tieds. ‘the reniark

. PR
‘tha}t s4f theks“wms-a stiike there mnIu bé pléntsr nf- Arouble.”

' " OHICABD' CFFICE: At Ghiedio, Tile, is requested to snterviow -
Charles Hhaeler, pilot forr United AT Lineg, concerning his ,havin,g Seen
the buming of- instan.t plane on. ‘bha night of October 10, 1933.. ’ ]
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DIRECTOR

'« "'TFB:CSN Bitiston of Inbestigation -

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER O W

\l\ H. . Bepurhment of JPustice
vy,

Wushington, B, .
November 3, 1933.

- HEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR - _~
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belng responsible for the alrplane crash recently, in which
1 a plane en route to Chicago apparently exploded in the air

end as a result seven persons were kil'led.

I advised him that this story‘ had not been given
out by the Chicago 0ffice of the Division and the Division

did not know who was responsible for the story.

Respectiully,

Wyvﬁm

T. F. Baughman,

H:_-,.ROnslow of th&* Washington Post called to inguire
concerning the story vhich had appesred in the Post this morn-
ing under a Chicago date line to- the effect that agents of
this Division were searching for a gangster upon a charge of

— © meoomm [T 7955 /f7
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s R, Rich:mi S Pauletty _
Chlef, Eaforcescnt Coction,
Aerorautic Dranch,
Desartzcnt of Cosnerceo,
Ea’hinc‘ton, De c-
Dear &8r:
Purchont to your reguest of Octoker 25, 1333, there
is trantaitied hcronit.h a copy of the report of Special Ancab
in tte cage entitled United Aip Lines ‘I‘r;mumrt le:ﬂ l-o.
%0-1.3304, Bivcedlaneous ~ Afrplnre Crashd '
Vory truly gyours,.
: . Difectors
Eacl. #366319
{ e o oy
MaaL it ;
‘!i I"“'l.r 7 i r§1 4;‘ ;
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TNS:CY
62-29755-16

Lovamber 7y 1933,

qa 195
s W

Cosednl Azent in Chirgo,
Civislca of Inveatifatlon,

U¢ S Ionartsent of Juatico,

370 Lexington Avcrae, Ioox 1403,
Hew York; low Yorke

L®s GHITED AIR LIHEC fRANCPOLT
PLANE N0« 121370 =
Htearliamnang « ASrrlersy Cpariy

Toar Liry . -

Ip coopcebion with tho fnveatigation now belng cib
gacted by your offico of 1o slove catteT, it s ddéalred that
ic tho futuro thres copiss of all investirative renorts be fur--
nirted the Iivielons

Very truly yorrss

Iiroctors
C5 « Detroid
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. - Mr. Nxthan .. ’
M. B. Burenr of JInbestigation ‘ tae. Sotaam
Bepurtment of Justice i .. Mf: an
COF s 1900 Bankers Bldg. { - TR nauv.,,w'

nIVISIOR ONE Chicago, I1linoi, 1R v,
1a] 4, 1933 S Qeinna L

NOVI1933 Pl November 4, 1 7W,.,r o
ATR MATL i‘jﬂl’- Looka,......._

Director

Division of Investigation
Ue. S. Depertment. of Justice
Washington, D. C. -

Deef Sir: Re: OUNITED ATR LINES TRANSPORT PLANE
NOe. NG-—13304
Miscellaneous ~ Airplane Crash
Chicago File 62-1691

Reference is mede to telephonic conversetion with
Mr. Cowley of the Division yesterday, regarding.publicity con-
cerning the probable arreat of the gengster.in Chicego, who
was involved in the plane crash at Chesterton,, Indiana, October
10, 1933. No information regerding the newspaper article emana-
ted from the Chicago Division Office; nor does ‘the investigation
here implicate any individuael, particulerly: In my opinion, ‘the
newspaper article is without facts. Newspaper clipping, teken
from page 2 of the Chicago Tribune, deted November 3, 1933, is
attached hereto.

Mr. Percy, Yood of the Chicago Tribune inquired of the
vwriter yesterday regarding a follow-up story concerning the news-
paper account in question, at which timé he wes advised the writer
hed no statement to make until inquiry was made regerding the
sources of the information previously published.

Mr. Vood stated he did not edit the article, however,
he indicated that the first information was received on a tip from
the Washington Bureau of the Tribune.

Very truly yours,
. ©D D. 0. SMITH, Acting,
Das/dr RECORD

Att. . é:'Zc.._z??;_g‘E- 53’
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. October 12; 1933,

IEOCANIGE INR 172, it 2]

Hr. St&nley and “1‘. Bmce"ﬂ"

e

sl

called at tre offico on October 12 ccncorninz
the pocsible bom“ing of the airplane of the !

¢ United Afy Lines.

Ur. Stenley left with oo

the ottacksd peneit memsrincus which ke .gtated

Ko balieved gave the citatien of Federal Statutes
wiich pight bo t¥e basis for car jurledicticn,

1n ttis Iavestigaticd. I mercly wanted to kave
thls zade &5 g mebter of record,

Please keep An contact with this
Invectigaticn and have it browsht tp £ cdomelisiom

as8 toca 23 possible.

ON
MAILED

T_F'::Es SECT] =)

¥ NOV 3 1998 &

J
1
! P\ .“‘

COFIES Dmfmown
470 Al 288

Very truly yours,

Director.

OV & 1853 .
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" EFLY REFER TO Q Mr. Nathnn.,.....

. FiLe 54 ' M. TolSOM e eene
- D i M ClOZR cnmprenes
s -DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCGCE Mr. Eawards ...

AERONAUTICS BRANCH MF. ERAN oo

. & M. l-l'usmes._.._._._.._
WASHINGTON W ra Qyuinn
Mr. Lestor ......x

October 25, 1933.

SEEEEAmALLEE et

Bureau of Investigation,
Dopartment of Justioe,
Weshington, D, C,

* Gontlemens- ’ N

Under the provisions of the Air Cammsrce Act of 1926, this
Department is charged with the duty of inveatigating all accldents
in civil seronautics in the United States. .

In the imvestigation of an amecident on %n:ltad Afrlines at
O Chesterton, Indiena, on October 11, 1933, it appeared that ‘the
Trecking of the Boein.g aircraft mm:b‘a'r NC-13304 might have been due
to & high explosive set off elther accidentally or intentionally in
the rear of the cabin.

Investigators of your Depariment are working on the high
explosive phase of this acecident and it would be appreciated 1f we
could recaive such reports on their iuvestigation ags may be supplied
consistant with your policy in such matters. Thie material will be
of great assistance to us in claar:l.ng up our investigation of this

casd,

VYory truly yours,

@WW«AAE

Richard S, Peulett,
Chief, Enforcement Section:

REOORDED f“Z E-;ZZ Z [/5;2 Z
NOV g 1033 DVIBON 07 . TVERTC

NOV 6 1833 .M.
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- -‘r. ) Mr. 1Na_than ...... .—;E'
) _ . } . MF: rolon .o
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER e N ; D ] wr. Clors. N5
DIRECTOR o .
P s nf (t:‘i] ﬁ . : n?r. Ec_lwarda-.._..- /
tﬁtsmn n Bgitguhnn t Mr. Egan ... ]
Zg ] ) i ) Mr Hunhos..,{ ..
B . 8. Bepurlment of Jusfice Mr..Quinn.........
H e Mr. Loster ...,
Bushingtor, B @_. :Mr I.::cke: .........
November 1, 1933, /P

\/\

. B A N

MEMORANDUY FOR THE D

Ur.{Onslow, of fashington Post, was referred
to me by Miss Stephens. Mr. Onslow: wanted to Imow what the
Tosult of the investigation of the ‘agroplene accident in Indiana was. -
I told him I was not.at: liberty to-disclose the Information in the
reports a.nd that .50 far as I knew the investigation had not baan
complsted..

i

He elso sta‘bed that he had noted. an Associated Press:
story a short time ago to the effect that newspaper advertisements

had been written in Oklshoma City of & soft of a cryptic character

but which indicated that .pethaps the Urschels or their &ttorneysmare

negotiating with someone to-obtain the remainder-of the ransom money.

: I told him I bave sbsoluteély-no knowledge of that.matter; that. it was
g entirely possible, of course, that the Urschels would endeavor to

Y

AECORDED  00PY Fyl(m B oy

recover the remalning: sum of mongy and that it would not at all be

‘necessary for them to comunicate with this Division concerning
that action. - ) -

-’ - Respectfully,

V. W. Hughes.

)
i

REQ?&RDED' e 272\5‘5:-&

INDEXED + E,M.

NOVT- 1933 | u. ,._....\
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i, ", Wr. Bictard S. Peulott,
Hov 8 1% Citefy Enforcezent Sectiony,

-2 Sp Mrrzonauties Branch,,

- A Department of Comuerce,

Fashington, D. C.

Poar Sirs

\ Z" Shgp
;Nf’ gﬁﬁf:'t'.\\"s. 4/ «
i b ’\’s’
T ey

Y0¥ 8333

fl
L

T . In raply %o your letter dated Detcher 25, 1933,

) - Tequoating cogies of tho Investigetivo reports prepared
by this Diviafon concerning the reccat eerpplans -peeident
on. ‘the Unfted Air Lines et Cheoterion, Indiena, there ere
fronpaitted herewlih eodplios of the followlhg reporits:

fLotter addressed t6 the Dipcctor, Divisivd of Tow

vestigaticn, from £pecial Aztnt in Chongzo
Ts Fo Galled, YNew York City, deted October 12,

- ‘ 13333

Report of pecial Azent J. . Kegting, (:ihicago,
II3inois, doked Cotober 14, 1933; '

Report of £pecial Agent o Wo Kego, New York
Tity, dated October 20, 1933

_ ‘ T dosire to tuke this oﬁ;:sbnlti_:’ni‘!a' to tuenk you
for the pplendid dmsistczce end cooperetich realered by
your Ingpectors ta tie dzents of tals Divicten in coaducta

ing tholr invectization in this wmattcr.

' Ycry trply yours,

Dl]_-' Bctorg

- mc’-c 3661\346'F
' 4 ’-‘ ﬁ' ﬂ“f"/_
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DIVISION. OF INVESTIGATION,=

*Unit Two

Y Mr. Edwards

- Unit,Fpuy

) Peraonnel Files. Section
Equlpment Section
— . _Chief Clerk's Office
Unit Five
—_Identification Unit
Statistical -Section
—_Mr. Appel - )
. Mr, ‘Baughmsn
Mr. Cowley
'ﬂr.'Kelllhef ST e
Mr. thtle T o
.Mr.‘Newby ’ :
_Mr. Stapleton o
__ Misg Gandy R o
— _Washington . Fleld Offlce
Ll -~ _Sténographic Pool
t ___Correct )
' Re;wrxte FOowNE
T Rouaate s e

\ -, “w

V. W. Highes "
Room 418.

From: UNIT 1
om
]
1933
To: B

Pirector -

Mr. Hathan

Mr. Tolson ¥
Mr. Clegg




FOR ATTENTION OR ACTION ASaINDICATED

DATE
4 DIRECTOR,

MR. TOLSON .

MR. APPEL

MR. BAUGHHMAN

MR. CLEGG

MR. EGAN__

MR. HUGHES___

MISE GANDY

MRS. SBKILLMAN

UNIT FOUR
FILES SECTION
PERSONNEL FILES SECTION
EQUIEMENT SECTION_
CHIEF CLERK'S OFFICE.
UNIT FIVE
IDENTIFICATION SECTION____
STATISTICAL SECTION
STENOGRAPHIC POOL
CORRECT
RE-WRITE
RE-DATE

jﬂmﬂm

e MAEERY
NN
f . {j? \\“m'g J'!.r}",- .‘:‘%

=
N ?::C\-'E' oA '?-A"'(DQ

5 Sl
- .

i = '%i & "‘“\C‘_ Nt .
t 7\‘Q "mpm\‘ 2 o
. ' o -J‘:\/‘Q« I-:E‘ -

‘q;ln - c}
PLEASE. SEE ME_ ;“’f'-_ ‘

*

RTINS

'HAROLD. NATHAN
ROOM 318




: . Nathan.......
- - - Mr. ° ———em—
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER Q Q‘ - l:olaon
DIRECTOR 3 Mr. Clegn,..... ——
’ ‘ wir. Edwards __

"

\f

Zaiﬁfﬁfmt ﬂf 3@25&5&1&311: "} Mir. Egan . .._._..‘.74
) . , . _ Mr. Hugnos. ¥
3. 3. Depurinent of Juotice W M :_-u:f::j ______ -
ashington, 3. @. L Mr. Leater
SPC:DSS Hushinglon, B - i Mr. Locke......

Novenber 6, 1933. - N §

——————

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR.

The writer called the Chicago office and inquired i
relative the clipping .f.‘rpm the Washington Ster which indicates
that 'bhe*fohica'go Tribune may have some information in connection
vith the® aeroplane crash. Mr. Purvis stated that Agent Smith had
talked to Mr. Wood, a reporter for the Tribune, who advised that
he did not imow where the information ceme from but thought it came
from the Washington Buresu of the Tribune. Mr. Purvis states that
he believes it is a'manufactured gtory, but will look further into
the matter and advise the Division.

Respectfully,

S. Pe Cowley, 0

"

REG%RDED Mmﬁs_ = l

INDEXER -
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER O N Oo Mr. Natharr....... E
DIRECTOR : \ Mr. TOISOD ereeeen §
~r o & - I-- 3 Mr. ClORR.con aaerr T
8PC:DSs ?tﬁtﬁtﬂtt Bf g'IIﬁBEhBH Mr. Edwards.,... /
B - Mr. ERAT (oremenes
L 3. Bepuriment of Jusiice . Hus:hes....{
Lushington, B. @ ),"W “Rr. Quinn.........
venb © e Lestor ...
No er 3, 1933, ¥ ¥ socke. ...

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR.

Yo

The Chlcago office wag/called relative to:the aeroplane
_crash_and eny suspects in connegtion therewith. He stated that he
“imew nothing asbout it; that ssoclated Press representative called
him last night; that he told him he knew n¢ nothing sbout it and had
no such information; that ‘subsequent to that time several newspapers
had called; that they have no suspects and have denied it to the news—
papers, Ur. Smith was requested to endeavor to ascertain the source
of the information and advise the Divielon.

Resgpectfully,

EF st

S« P. COWIBFQ -

m})\ix@ Lnov 7 19'

LI

-;l"l'l 3 "&3“-

NOV 8- 1933 e
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 0 ' A - O
- DIRECTOR ; e

-Mr- Nathan....... .
Bisision of Infrestigation | . rotson
# m.ms Mr. ClogR;ecnerene
* . S. Bepachrent of Justice wr, Eawards . f
Mr, ERAN . -
mﬂﬁflﬁ'sf““’ t.a' a. Wﬁ" I, Hus‘hcs....’f{
i Mr. Quinfeee.——
November 6’ 1955. Wr. Leater
/ B Mr. LackOo e '

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR.

pAleshington Post, called. to

to give out concerning
the Investigation of the aeroplanes accident in Indiana.

I told him there was no change in the matter so
far ag I knew. :

Respectfully, -
},}M""‘Vz‘"ﬂ P

V. W. Hughes, _

- .. |

e
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&
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NOV 9- 1933
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- Mre J. Bdgar Hoover, Dirsctor,
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE C

AERONAUTICS BRANCH
WASHINGTON

Nie- Nawidh ... -
tA: 2 FO 20N s s
A, OWrx L .

i

B - LI TR S

P [

} B - 1" s..,.l;.(

November 7, 1933. )VP Q-
ek 20T i

‘ £y LOCKS . amsonns

Division of Investigation,
U, S, Department of Justice;
Washington, D. Cs

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November

3rd enclosing copies of reports made by your Agents in the matter

of the investigation of the airplene accident on United Afirlines
at Chesterton, Indianne

This material will prove to be very valusble for our
files and I wish t0 express our appreciation for it.

We are glad that the Depariment of Comusrce Inspedtors
have been able. to be-of assistance to your Agents in investigating
this cese and hope that you will not hesitate to call either on the
Juspectors or on the Washington Office in the event you feel that
we can be of further assistance.

Vory truly yours,
S o DTN
. [ ey
Richard S. Paulett,
Chief, Enforcement Section,

~

REGORDED 0.y. I GF Ty o

NOV 151933 NOV_ © 1943

U & Darsbibida b -

e ﬁ““ e, |4




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

AERONAUTICS BRANCH
WASHINGTON

; Qﬁ’
“l\’lS;iUnSgNE " T Ll November 8, 1933.
NOV 1 11933 gy

4
{

Mr, Johnh Edgar, Eoovery Director,

~ Division of Investigationm,

U, S, Dopartment of Justice,
VYiashington, Da Cs

Dear Sir:

This will aoknowledge recdipt of your letter of
November 7th enclosing a copy of the report of Specilal Agent
R C. Chapmsn, dated at Detroit, Michigan; October 30, 1933,
in the case ofoUn:I.tad Alr Lines Transpoxrt Plene No.-NG-‘-ZL:’;SOdu

Your cooperation in forwarding this report is very
much approclateds _ |

Very trmuly yours,
Refon Mt—42 s,

Richard S. Paulett,
Chief, Enforcement Sections

o, = =
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} v . . , - i-ﬂ
ol .{:/’ I - Mr*N.“‘a“*'-
= 0 0 ——
: ' Mr, Edwarua.-....-
L - ‘ : -~ . . . . Mr. Egan aemeenes, |~
H. 3. Burean of Infestigation i}i o inen. 7]
. Quinn.,.,.....
eparvhnent of Yustice Mr. Lostor.......
1800 Bankers Building, Mr. Looka,..._ .
Chicago, Illinois. : eovmevrivas rrenoncasens
€ 3
q November 9, 193:5
williyd .
R ¥y
STANEIG ¥ S fé;Z 2?’7:-5’-‘—_@
Director, :;."i{f' .}“‘ ‘“"e._;;\%'é‘ 5‘; — L y e
Division of mfvagt-@iif }agg b RECORD * T IARON
el LIRSS X nvpekaD ov, 11 188,
as ), N N
ng .’ gar)os\ C.OQQ? g. § ﬁ N %" » mds | Ut‘ JUST'GE
Dear Sir: - NOV i 5 19 . .
Reference is made to my conversation with : s W"’

concerning a newspaper item to the effect that the Division of Inveetigation
expected to cause the arrest of an individual and to have a murder charge
Placed against him within a short time, in connection with the crash of the
Transcontinental Air Limer neardChesterton, Indiana, on October 10th. ,I am
attaching, hereto, the item in this connsction, as 1t appeared in the Chicago

Daily TFribune.

|

I have contacted Mr. Percyiilood of the Tribune, who is the reporter
who generelly contacts this office, Mr, Wood has informed that he does not
know vhere this information ceme from and he has subsequently advised ms that
he endeavored to learn the source and was still unable to do .s0, He added,
howsver, that in the event he learmed the nama of the informent in this mat-
tor, that bhe would not be able to furnish me with his name, in view of the
fact that it would undoubtedly cut off a source of information for his news-
paper. I made avery offort to obtaim this information from Mr. Wood, but he
insisted that he had been unable to obtain it. While we ware dlscussing this
matter he mentioned the f‘act that during the first fov deys after this crash
occurrsd, & newspaper reporter from the Tribune had called me, indicating
that he hed certain information which he would like to impart to the Divizion
of Investigation, on condition ‘that hs be allowed to accompany the Agemt fol-
lowing out ths lead resulting from his infonmation. I, of courss, told this
rerorter that I would be very glad to receive the informmtion, dut that I could
not allow him b0 sccompeny eny Agent on any investigation. Hs, therefore, de-
clined to furnish the informatlon. I later learned that the information con-
sisted of possible leads concerning some relatives of Mr, Smith, who was killed
in the aeroplane crash, and apparently nothing importent hae been developed .
by the Tribune, at least nothing of which the Divieion has not bsan informed.

With further reference to the DPossible arrest of some gangster and
the Placing of a murder charge againet him, I em inciined to the belief that

COPIES DESTROYBD

\;;,Ja/./g 170 AUG 28 1954
*{a\ %M‘\\,J




this atory might poa_s'ibly have been mads by the newspaper. Mr. Wood stated to
me that it was his personal opinion that it came from someone in Weshington
who was working with the Department of Justice on the case.

This i3 all of- the information I have been able to obtain coneern-
ing this natter up to the present time, but I will contime my efforts to learn
any additionsl. information and advise you prompily upon receipt of same.

Very truly yours, o
Q\ VAL

* L]

M. H, PURVIS,
Speoiel Agent in Chargs.
MHEP/RMA :
‘mc.
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he bhsd hed & nesenv&t&on on, the‘f ill-:tate;l plana gnd had not uae'd.
i, but hod taken the next plana roliowing. He ceme through to
3 ’portland on thak schsdule.

e, of codrse, dimcussed this i’or some. 11tt1e while, and

naturally if mas our desire to got more infomatbioni Has stratton

again erranged for xail ticikats for Mr. ‘and Mrs . Lavin, Portland

to Sen Franciscy end promiséd that she would get all the inforpa~

tlon the could-at *thé time he deliveraﬁ, ¢hese *l;j.cke’bs. _

Later, she called. e anct sald thet she had talked to s

~ . Lavin and wskéd him wiat he thought gbout if. 1w, Lavin stated

tha't he wag conyinced that the ship t78s blown up by & homb. She
8aid; tike you sure that that bombd way' not intended for you?s

He- said: ifhere diﬂ, you got the ided that I was such a big man
that ahyons would try to bloy rie uppt She satd: tyou were
appavently the Blggest mon eftbey aboard thé ship ox one who- had

" opanded Yo tale. %he Plandy* He 1&113113& g said~ ' s+i11 think
ig ﬂaa " - 'bomb. -,

% ) L . b

e

- I olght explain a.t thia point that ur, Lavin holda a
ﬁosi'tion of great responsibilj.ty. He represents the Chinese
Gavesnment in the purchase of the imeriéen whead yhich 4g to be
puichased with the money.loaned to Ching by the Recongtruction
Fiaahge yorporgtions Mr. W..¥. £dne.rﬁs is & rapra,sen‘bgt;ly_e of
Hoxton Lilly Compeny, Very Yebge Ssteaziship ageids wnd & shoariship
chartel L£itm. ghe;rmqin of:r‘.bcé address 18 26 Beaver Street;

Tew xork City.’ - ;

The whole thing revolves around the fact that }a’ortonq,illy

* Company is apparently trying du got éither all, ox the @e&teat
majority of the hauk on & chertor ob Steamship basis from north-
western ports 0 uhina énd ¥r, Lavin 1§ a;pnarantly atténpting 703
throx ‘Ehis hanl, in thet: direc‘bion.’ N \

“‘“fm'ohecidng bagk over the pasiengei-femifest out of Port-w _
land on 4rip 4 of sugist I7. we Tind that tir. doward Liliy of
‘the £iTm Norton LI1ly end vorpany, boarded this same plane. et
Saattle; and wenb through to New York wifh Mr. Lavin and Iw.
Fdwards,

After I«Ir. Tavin hed left Portland for Sai "t:'anclsco oh.
fhe ‘train,. ur.  Edwards came ip from Sen yrenciscd on dhe train
- ghd-Mlss stratton Bsked him, what he thouglﬂ: about the ajtuatiosn.. -

r

4

L
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He, wlthout any fnrther re'nam; simpIy staf.ed that :Lt
“wes his bellel thot it Wy a bom'b that blew up The ship
and thet she might redt .assured that that bomp. wes inténded
' for either ir; Lavin-or himself. MHe also stated that he T
and v, Lavin would never travel together agsin,

Mrs Edwama travels dven the United States for -
Norton~Iilly Cémpany ond operatea out of the Naw Yorik.
-+ OfPice.” I am not gositive ma to wherd Mr, - [avinrs head~
" -guarters aré., Hut £ believe. ’L‘he;.r are in Washington, Ds C.
Howgver,. *ainne practi*nally 411l .of ‘thig wheat will Yo pur-
chased. in the Korthwest, €ad all or it will. move dut of ,
Por:tlahd. and seaffle ports, hé iz speniding, the large major-
.1ty of his time on the Pacific Coast., I belleve that at -
the momaent; He can be locateg in 'san Frangiaco. I 4o not
, Imow at what address.rs ‘ . ‘

- - ‘Mr. k,alonex & 'reporﬁer of the chicago Tribune sStaeff, bhicago,
;lhnois, recontly infomeﬁ Specisl Agent in Cherge M, H, Puivis, of the
Chicago office, that Emil Smith, who was killed inm the instant- airplana,
had mrde & tridp to New York ity, Which‘ irvolved a. rum, boats that Smith

bed jmade the remark vif this deel weat thizough he wWould:'be f4zed Ho BER PR

}..elone'y, hpque:\:, Teiuged, to give ther ‘name of 'h;ba ’1u3;qrmant o Igr. ;Bum{is.
A .-

S Phes oi:hcaals; Of ihe Unitad a:u.- ‘Lines advised 'rurthen that
Em:ll Boith had some troudble with £, Wamau, neried Nelldie . yalston, who 16~

' 8iQes at 5045 Winnense Avenue, Chlecago, 311inois; that Spith left vleve-

land, Ohio for New York city on october 6, 1933, over the yuited’ Ai'r Linoa*
thet he had & wen Thousand poller Inguranée *}?olicy witk the Alp Tinss

. cw@fmy end that he 1.'601:, ourt .an additional :;_,51000.00 inaﬂrance in.: g{ew .oa T

Yo:&c \..j.‘l'-y -aty ’she ﬁbosev«slt uo’l:el. . -

'} -

) ; Inv‘esﬂ ga'hdon by bhe thitago ’D‘lﬁ.aion Ofrica indicates ‘khg’h

smr&h wes: 8 eputable citizen. “here waa no eyidence {ound which woui&
_1dnk J;in[ wi‘bh any genge

r oo -

Mrs Be Mo Jacodbs, ALY Line .Lnspactor, Aeronayticy ﬁx:ar;ch,,

' Dpepariment of OImIEree, Washington; D ., Deérsonally gppeared-af the

Chilcego wivision pffice on Rovenber 7, 3933 and a:dv:i,sed s'pec:tal Agent

‘e
. -
3

TD, 0. ,,mi‘th fthat he had Just rgturnqi ixcm ?Iazhingtqn, wheré he haﬁ. testg .
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made at the Bureau ‘ot Staudards and ord':anc& Deparfment, of cefthin
panta ol the plane and blan.serta found gfter the -erashy thet after an
- énalysis Was made hie had cpncluded. that -an explosion. occirred in ilie
plene pilor to $he cresh; hovever, he hes ngt received an official -
report fraa the ,Eureau of Standards or Ordnance Department, ds yot.
3his he expects to o¥tain within the mext ten days or two yeexs.

Mr. Jicobs can be réached through the Mainicipal, irport while in

chi cago, telephone rrosgect 7066,

. " & letter Weap: rgcelved ;necehtl}r by the vhicago pivieiod
foioe- froa gr, Arturo w, de rawnzor, wribtien on the .statlodery of the
Argentine-imericen, incorporated, kxpoitors and jmporters, ¢itizens
Building; pleveland: phio, ‘in vhich ths writér siates, as f£ollows;

wyust an ¢gpinion ~ s he study of astronony teachea
us that meteoritgs. f£all deyly by mill:l.ona. LT §e con- g
sider the 'posti‘BﬂJ.ties of & hit %o 4 moving body gs an. -
-airplnne, the c¢hénces. are oné: ti. a.-mﬂ.lion, howevér, - :
- the fatal one still among the law of probabilities. .

‘these bodish travelling in the upper space &%
~ velocities epproaching 30 miles per geconid in reaching .
the a'lsmdsphere gre heated by £riction to about 35QD
: degrees Cey moltdng in its trayectory anQ many ezpldded )
cabsing t:remendoue canvnigign of the air. " .

: - If there. :La Hot & crﬁmin@l baid in 1;he tai’tair'
i I d& believe the crash should, be -s%udy for the angle of
' piobabilities of a meteorite hitting the plane.®

The United Air Lines turned over to the Chicego Divisioh
0tfice, the history of the eirplane in question, showing the diffefent
eérevs,. flights made and record gf reporty mede by thue piled personnel

, of "the pasaengérs who wete cam-:i,ed. on. this plefie from Octo'f;er st to
P ' pétober 10, 1953, As & metter of drévity, these particular Tocords
ard not heidng incorpom‘betl in this wopoit, bul will ‘be found Ii the,
fi1e of this cage at the Chicage Division 0ffice..

[

Undet date of dgtaver 17, 1933; Larl U D&vis, goroner .of”
Forter cQun'by,- 1ndiana, rende;eﬂ eoroner!s inquest J:e“porl:, in which he
gtates he exanined the bodies of fhe persons who met thelr déeths iv
this dirplane crash and after hav:ng heard the evidence; £aund tha}.
the doceased came fto their deaths 'f,ran the. £bllowing causep:,

- -

: and the work peri‘qmed on th®e plane by thé ground crews; also, 4 Fecord ‘

o
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mwe H&rqlﬁ Re’ Tan‘ant Dhief. Tg‘iio‘b, skull fracture, .
:I.n',l'.ornal dnjuries, ma.u? fractures, burit Yeft choulder.

¥r, Ao Tq}‘m.by, CQ-pilOt' cmahod, Hnd burnt - wany
Factures.

Mlos Alice Theraia*scribner, Plane Btewm:deas- head

L ~ 4rashed and burnf ¥ady - 380 26 yeaTs. L

¥r. H. B (%arran) \Bu:rris, Radio service BEopleyeé of

.7 ’ United Air Lines; skull fracture, neck i‘ractu.red back

and chest c:I:usheElQ heny fractures.

¥r. Frederick {Irving). "séhendorﬂ, tanager of the Apart-
¢ - monts Division of R. Cdopexr, Jr., Inc., (electrig
_ Fefrigerators); ekull fraciuréd, corpound fracture of
‘ left hip, intérnal. injuriea, body humt,i age. 28 yea,rs. . .

+

Misg Dorothy M. :Dwyar, daughtext Mo ‘Francms Dwyer, 87
ifount Yermon Street, Arlington, liaskes, -age 25 years, .
crushed head, internsl injories and buint hody. :

i, Exafl” Smith,, ‘911 Aréylo Ave,, Uh:lcaso, I1},, dbrother

.of Ghdgs Emifh, 51C0:Aruyle Gtreet, Chipago, Illiroia, ‘
£gh. 45 years; c:;uahed faae and head; skull txabtuxa,, L
:t{nterna!, injuries, manRy fraé{:ures o

The vordict of the Coroner was thnt all the above dedths

were caused by ax explosion in .a United Air Lines 4irpleme. The COrcner'a'
.Repo:rt: nmay -4lso be found in the Chicego Division office file of this

caaaq

]
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Aasu::mary’report on thig case: 13 ‘belng auhrnitted. t.hi.sr d‘:ft*e. |

- on inatructiona of the Directow contained In siire to thé Chicapo. Division -

Office, da%ed November 13; 1933, this case is being ¢losed. ”

GLOZED.

i
. aaend - . - - m———a e m L o
R T L L Y e R LA 1) Sa e o ev me v3 stk g e aadiient e Lt el --

o
L

r




“*:“-7 b ' _ Vo Jal.': . A —-a.-m:ﬂw.s:.gq : " \1"5‘*
.so{-m EDGAR HOOVER O Q Mr. Nathan......
DIRECTOR Mr. 1o Bo .

1 e - - 1; 1% Clem e
N~ Bitision of Infrestigation r. cowacts__ |~
TNS:LL, ' H. 3. Brpartment of Justice Lo, rrames 2]
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November 17, 1933. e ™

'  MENORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. ~

Passenger Plane No. NC-13304 of the Un:.ted Air Lines, left
Newark, New Jersey Airport, at 4:33 P. ., October 10, 1933, and crashed
near Ghesterton, Indiena about 8:30 P. M. on the same date, causing the
death of all seven occupents of the plane, namely, Pilot Richard H.
|xrarrant, Oak Park, Illinois; Co-pilot A. TJ) Ruby, Oak Park, Illinols;
Miss Al:.ce}!Sch.bner, Chicago, Illinois; Fr&pSchendorf s Chicago, Illi-
nois; Emilj{Smith, Chicago, I1linois; Werren F.\fBurris, Columtus, Ohioj. -
and Miss Dorothy M.lLDwyer, Arlington, Massachusetts. .

: Upon receipt of information that the crash might have been

| ' caused by a bomb being placed in the plane, the Department requested
the Division of Investigation to conduct an investigation.

{ Numercus theories were expounded es to -the Gause of the crash
of this plene, namely (1) That some passenger was carrying a high ex-
plosive on his person or in his baggage; (2) Thet some person with
malicious intent placed a time bomb on the plane; (3) That the crash
night have been caused by a tail flutter or by gasoline escaping from
the side lines end flowing along the metal body of the plane to the
reer section, where it obtained a mixture of oil and was exploded by
ignition or friction; (4) Moth bells in the ges tenks; and (5) The
possibility of being hit by a meteorite.

Numerous persons in the vicinity of the crash were inter-
viewed, end the opinions expressed seemed to be in conflict as to the
deta;l.ls immediately preceding the crash. However, the majority reported
that there wes a violent explosion which sounded like a bomb, and that
immediately the plane shot toward the earth at a terrific speed' that
after striking the ground, flames shot high in the air. Some of those
interviewed stated that when the explosion first occurred it shook the
ground; elso, that the plane appeared to bé on fire before it crashed.
Others were of the opinion that.the plané did not burst :mto flemes
until after it had reac.hed the ground. |

Numerous pieces of the pla.ne were co]l
by small holes. This material was submitted to Dx,. G ‘W.P izfuehl‘be "’
Crime Deteciion Laborato:y, Nort.hwestern Un:l.vers:l.ty, C i ,; M.
vho reported, after an e:mm:.nat:n.on, that there appesred bg doubt
that prior to the craahlng of the plere there was & wiolent explosiom SR
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Page 2,
Memo. for the Director,
Hovember 17, 1933.

in the rear portion of the plane; that this explosion was produced by a
Yhigh explosive® of the fype of nitroglycerin, dynamite of high percentage
strength, TNT, or some similar substance; that the explosion occurred either
in the upper rear portion of the lavatory compartument or the fore part of
the blenket compartment, which is built into thé rear of the upper lavatory
section; that the fact the explosive was the "h:.gh explosive" type rather
then the "low explosive® type is proven by the numerous holes made im Dural
structure by flying particles of Dural end by the itype of damage done to
blankets, clothing end baggage, which apparently was located in. the rear
baggage compariment; that these holes were made by projectilés traveling

at very high velocity, such as would be propelled by the shattering force
of a high explosive, rather than by the slow push of & low explosive.

ir. Jemes Russell, Explosive Expert,. Dupont Powder Company,
Wilmington, Delaware, 2lso examined fragments: of the pla.ne, which included
& ‘blanket, end reported that the indications vere that the damage wesg done
‘by .sone h:l.gh explosive in the plene.

The investigation disclosed that Emil Smith, 2 passenger, bc;a.rded_
the plane at Newark, Néw Jersey, -carrying a suspicious peckage under his

“arm., On its fetal "I;mp, the plane stopped at Cleveland, Ohio to be refueled,

‘at vhich time Smith was seen to take a package from a rack over his head

and leave the plene, carrying the package. Daring ‘the: fifteen or twenty

mirutes which it took to refuel the plane at Cleveland, Smith stood around T
the plene with -this package under his arm. The package was deéseribed as

beirig -about. the length of an ord:.nary shoe; about 5 inches in diameter, and
vrapped- .in light ‘brown peper. ‘There were reports that this package might.

have contained some high explosive. ‘Howéver, the investigetion conducted

by the Division of Investigation disclosed nothing to.indicate thet Smith

had - a.rgr connection with the explosion, and wes a man of good reputata.on.

There wes evidence of a str:.f:e agitated by the company!s pilots.
-and co—pJ.lota aunion at Cleveland, Ohio, during the last week of -September
and the first weék .of October. However, the matter was apparently tempo-
rerily settled on or -about Oétober 1, 1933.. The mechanics at the Newark
Airport were not inwvolved in this contemplated strike.

A thorough inspection was given the ship. prior to its depa.:tture '
at Newark, New Jersey, and no defects were reported.. There was one. express 4
package stored in the rear mail cdompertment, which was taken off at- Gleve—
land, Ohios ) S s

- -Bvery euiployee of the United Air Lines 1who bad made any 1n5pect10n

or had any- connection with this pla.ne in any wey for one week prior to the
crash, was interviewed, and no evidence was obtained to 1nd.1ce.te sabotage

or the illegal carrying of explosives in interstate commerce.
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Page 3,
Memo. for the Director,
November 17, 1933,

‘Experts, and parties who saw the plane crash, are of the opinion
that an explosion of an unknown origin occurred in the plene prior to the.

crash. There is a possibility, according to the experts, that the explosion
could have been caused from gas vapors.

Respectfully, ‘

T. N. Stipleton.  °

Q d )
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| e - ‘ T cHRARACYER OF CASE '
THKNOTN SUBJECTS OcR.aLs:a” OF UNITED AIR LINES
. ITRANSPOH? PLANE NO. nc-15304

SUMMARY-REPORT
Tnited Alr Lines. Plasie NC~13304 Yeft Newark, N.J. Airport, :
4:3% Palfe, october 190, 1933 and: orashed near Chesterton, Indiena about
1 830 P,M., cauvsing the death .of all seven occupants of the plane; namely,
, Pilot Rickard H: Tarraent, ‘oak Park, Illinois; Co-pilot A. ‘T. Ruby, oak
perk, Illinois; Missalice Scribier, Chicago, Illinois; Fred sckendorf,
Chicaego, Illinols; Emil smith, ‘Chicago, Illinois; Viarren F. purris, of
Columbus; Ohlo, and 14iss Dorof-hy Me Dwyex,. _ArI:.ngton, Mass. o

The officisls. of the United ALF Lined report the clrcumsténces 1
indicate a high-power‘bd explosion ocgurred amidship and the possibility
of gas. vapors “acoumilating aft of the cabin; that s suspicious patkage
was- taken aboegxrd by Emil Smith, a pa.ssenger who ‘boerded the plane at.
Newark, N.J.; however, there was nothing to indicate thet Smith hed eny
connection with the explosion. Investigation determined that. Spith was
apparently a reputable- citizen. :

There was évidence -of -a strike agitated ‘by the conpenyts
pilots and co-p:l.lots union at cleveland ohio during the Yast wgek of
geptembei -and the first week of Octobsr; however, the matter was apparent-
1y temporarily deftled on or .ebout October 1, 1933. Ghe ricchanics 4t the
Newark Airport were not involved in this contemplated strike., A thorough
ingpection was given the ship prior to its departire at Newark, N.J. and
no defects were reported. 4here was: one expreas peckage stored in the
reax meil vompertment, Which was taken off at Cleveland, Ohio.

Experts and parties 5bo saw the plane crash .are of thé oplnion
that an exploas.on, of an +inkiown origin, ocecurred 111 t]me plane in the
air prior to the. ciash. -rhere is'a possmility, a¢ecording to. the experts,
that the éxplésion could have been caused from gas Yapors.
PO HOT WRITL 13 ‘}I‘HESESPACB
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 1éenkage and there was 10 evidente that the plane wag damagod or that

_thers under his am, <This wes. obgerved by aizport o::ficze.],a but there -
waa nothing auspicious im’te:x j.ti’smi'&hts actio‘rls. . .

"~ alfiost Bompls‘ﬁely extinguiahed by fiye.
agaligt g tree ang the. OtheX ony “mearbhy..
. Pifteen feel fpow & +tred and the-.other aboit forty feet distant.

“the: cgl:in&r:,cal ‘tanks conteihad .s.pproximate,,ly 272 galiohs off gasoline

" %he alf in the tixes of tﬁe wheels fo expiode:
" occurresi after the Crashe
' .uho Were eyé witnesses and vwhq yeside near cheate:g{-.onb Indiena,

- 0”1' thig Plaxnﬂ,r\which anﬁ gs Follows: -

Lk A

L

i*

' ‘rhe ins:l:ant plane. webs- refue’.led af CJ.eveland Ohio, Oc*’l:b'ber
10 1953..and: the Tadio. ‘checked there bajing nq other {1nspoct10n of the
plh.nerat cleveland, ghers wo¥ mo clieck made there for possible gas

explnaives wors placed in the plane in Cleveland, Ohio, - L

Passenger Enmil Smith, while at 01eveland. TERoveq a;pack,age .
frem the net rack oyer his heed and dagried it about the -airpord gtation -

Y

 The a1l sqnt&on of the plsné £el1) ebout a halfd m‘i‘le Lrom '
‘(:ha' scene of the, crash, almost, intact. The heavy verticel f£in and
rudder of this aéc‘bion wore little damaged; heving fallen into soft -
grcuand. The Yoft wing fell into?‘ban]s and was -crummled. consiaerably.;
The right wing apiarently was; torn pff by & tree and remained a]mostt \
intact, The remainder of the body of the plahe s560i ‘o0 adge and was. -

o R ndin e e

one, yheel was found hanked -
_Onb engine was found aboub

N

LppaTently thé plané was traveling et a rate of Hpproximately one
hungred -and ,f;fffby wiles per hour when it struck the ground. Appa.rently s

vwheq: the eresh cgéurred and it s estimatéd tl:lgt one tank conteined
approxima‘bely 123 gallong, avhile the- gbter- conta‘“!tneri about ' Ofe- h\mc'x'.reﬁ
ahd Tifty gellonss. The tagks had’ boen :qafilled, at; Cloveland, -Ohids
The impaojlz burkt. thy gesoling Yanks:and the Feat from the- fire caused
Tt &s thought the fire.
mis informtbion wes obtained £rom foxders

4

1
oo

- The: bodies of pe.aaangers Emil Smith ang T’arramE. Bufpds
were found approximately one hglf rtle from £he iao:,nt o the ertsh,,
The majority of the bodies which landed with the plend wero badly . ..
burned, Nwaérous *[;hgbries wers, ex;pguﬁ.;eﬂ_. as 1o the.cause or tha cragh

g

i"*_

1..[ "‘hat ‘some pasaenper was carmng a hig‘n explo- e :
aive on his Person on. in hia baggage; o :

vhat some. person with nal:lcious 1nrbep£ pl.aceﬁ-. o
& Ytime bord on “the plane, S

.

"*hat the crash. m.tght havwa been gauped by 8- -l;a:tl
£lntted b1 by gesqline gséaping from the side.
lines and f£lowing:along the metal Body of the
plane ko the rear section, whers it obtaingd a
nixturé of oil ard was exploded,. ’by ignition or

friction. —. o o - % ) I

oo Fs ° - .
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o
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‘Airlli.né Iﬂﬁpécfor, oL ) o 5 ’

. Wash:.ngton, D. G .

DT, mehl“bergen ‘ )
will further testify that @soline-air nolstures are
d.efinite’;l.y of the low explosive type; that there waa no evidence of
fire in nmateriel -Coning from the rear portion of the plane, apart
from the small amount oFf singeing incidental to the impact of f;r:ag-
mehts of Diral ﬁrayaling acb erhremel? high ve:loc‘:‘:ty.
Jdmes ,Busse].‘l., S CoT S o
Exploaive .Expeprt, Dipont powder co., o
Wﬂmingtpn, Delawara . : , e .

b

Will testify he .exemined ;E‘ragnen'bs of ilie plane which nore.
turted over fo him by the United Air hines and that aenalyses of tirese
fragments, which -includéd: a blanket, indicate. «th&t the d.amage wag ﬂone
by spmé hlgh exvlosivye in the ;plan,e. ! \

BC M“' .TaCObS, .1

—n
~

&eronau‘tics Bi'hnch,u .
Derartitent. of Commnercs,. .

. Wil:l. producé records pt the teats mad,a at the Burqau oL . -
Standards and Ordnance. Ilepa{?t’-:len‘b, Wagn:lingt(:\nt Dy p.., of ‘the fragmepty
of the plang’ i‘ound. after the ¢ragh; that frop fhe analyses riade, he
concitded that Ho er.plosiou occurred in ‘the pleme prior to the crash.
of the plane. )
Ipseph Graff, '

Rou‘be No. 2, Ghes‘l:érton, Inda.ana

Wwill ,testl'fy that he 1,1.’?&3 ahou'b one hund;red. yarda no_rthwﬂst
of the point where the plane ¢rashed; that. on the: might of the disagter;
hie wes. in hig home playing cerds with gome gther boya; that gbout 9:00
P.H., he hautd g loud. sharp report, which sounded tp him likq & -bonb.
explosion; that immediatoly théreattoex, he rdan cut of the house pnd
after looking about in fhe air,-heard the drome of an airplene motor
lrmediaely above the touse and on looking, up, he moted: a-small yellow
light and & eoloreﬁ light the exact color of which He could nod s‘tatb!

which eppeared to be on tfe plans; that the 9lene appeaied to be circling

-dovn towards the earth al-a Perrific speed, ab about a. thipty .dezres
angle im en. easterly diyection, then crashed to the earth: He will

‘fufther ‘tes‘ti.fy there wag -amother .explosion and tke plane burst into
.flangp. He Waa posa.t::ve the . plane was .not In flames until it stiuék:

E .
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Iogeph Graff o -

the srmmd- that the timé intervening batween. the explogion in the air

. *¢- aad the craah was less than one minutes He will furthcr testify that

*+ £t had just bboun to drdzzle sifightly and although it was a derk night,
the yvisibility was good; that be helieves the plane had exploded in the
gir at a point du-ectly above where tha tail waa 1ocate&.

I+

- - [

Mrs. baude TElfotson, o . ;o
Route, No. 1, IR : : - :
Chesterton, Indiana. . 2

e : il *testify that her hone is a‘bout one mile wost of the point
¥here the plane crashed s39 ,appmxmately one hurdred yards w west of the
place where Burrist body was found; that on the. night of the disaster, ,
shs Was at homs with her sonm and a Yra, Brown; that et agpmximately ~, ,
9:00 P.if., they heard & loud, ah&rp rapor"t which scunded Iike an gx=- .
ploa*.lon- +that she ran to thp. rear- of her ‘Tome,, lookad outside- and not
seecing anytiing, veturped. to. the housa end ran to. the fromt o her home
god aeffer arriving there, she heard a erackipg nolso, like thay of*

- 1imbs ‘breaking and immediately ‘thetealter heard: a ¢rash and sew, £lames <
shoty high in the airs She will furthey teatify she believes- the plane -
exploded imnediafely* above. the point where the bodies of Smith end . .
-Burris were found; that-her son, Johmny Tillotsom,. Mediate_ly tele~ ©
phoned the Sheriffis office gt val;pa.:r;&isb, Ipd:lana. i :

L
' [ Ve »~

clgrenoel.ink - s e T .

. Houté No. 1, ' T
valpgraiso, Indi“bna

1

Will testify he was outs:n.de of .his home between the henhquse
and tha barn, at hpproxinmately 9:00 P.M,; thab he fieard an explogion’ .
in the alr but did not see. any :t‘lash and, 4id not ses the plang rall, . .
although after he heard the explosion, hu heard. thp drone of ghe figior,
of ‘the. plan@. He will further tes‘tity hs ooy the: ﬂamea Ieap into ’
the alr at & point abou.i‘,t- & half mile t¢ the north of nis hon:e.
I George Lfcgrat.han,
' - “Houts No. I, Val‘paraiso, Indiana.

. Will testify that on the night of the disester, a.t 4 1ittle
before 9:00.PiM., he had gone to the barn and while oytside headd the * -
hun of g xotor of -ah afrplang fram the edst; that he stapped aad - -
watehed thHe plane in: the #ir; that +the pil,ﬂna hppeared td Fe eting.

&¢rgss. the route vver” whiéh planes eré flomm daily ang, that he had

. for sone ‘reasah or Sther; stoppéd and looked at. the plana on Wis mght

i
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George ucnatﬁan . o W - .

gnd whﬂ,e watchj,ng ‘bhe plene, he sew A ﬂaah, which appearcd. to be a
ball of- fire shoot into the. air f;'cn- the, plene and :h:nnediataly therea-
after he. hésrd & terrific’ axploqion which seemed t6 shake the ground;
that aftar the gxplosion, the plane appeared to paks a counter-turn
northwerd and dive ddrectly down in on edsterly direction and crash to,
_the grognd; thet immediately afier the c¢rashy ke observed: Tlemes of

fire leap abolt ope hundred Fept in the alp..  He ,poa,itivedy esserds the -

dotors of the plaune were humzing wpbn 1t9 deScent ang will téstify that
the. pla‘qe appeared %o bBe very mich ,illmn{natea but he 1a not c.a:c'hain
whetﬁer it was the cﬁ’biﬂ 1ights or a flame;

J;eruy ﬁanrahaq,
Route No. Jy
Valpara:lso, . nd.;

. Atu) testiry that . on the might: of* the disastér, ‘he wag, stand-
ing in fromt of ihe Blue Bird agoline Service station, ldcated st the.
juncf;idn of Rgutea £$08.. 6 and 49, approximat’ely thires miles Southwesd -

' of theé Doint whers the playe crashed; thet he was facing Northeast snd
gaw the plane come from the Bast; tha"b He watched the plane for & fow
ninntes, then lnoked at his watch; that afier observing the time, he
again 16oked lookeéd up and sew A cloud of white. snokes;. thet the plane
had fallen mnaiderabl}r in ag easterly d.‘!.reéiiqn and appeared to be
sefng ab a grest rete bf speed, dipping 40 The: éar“th* that he sgw &

. iight qn the planc nt Gould: Yak 8hgte vhether &t was & 1:‘Lgh1: from s
cabin or & flamE. Hé will further Testify poditively, thet he did nob
hctn; é.ny ‘explosiqus or Bee any flash in the air, But that the puff of
smoke 1ooked 1ike &t might have come. from an explogion of dynamiteé;
thet he 15 familiar with the sctioh of damife &s he has uged ¢onsider
able amowits oi his ‘farm, :

- '

Gedrge gaprous, - . o : o s

-Route, fo, 1, e - o
v‘alpﬂraiaq, ande - 0 B o

<y -
1

mix testi:{?y he was stanﬁing outside of hism place 01‘ 'hnsiness,

the- Hipe Bird Gagbline gtation, with "pPetor Hanrshan on the nignt. of
the airplape disastor and at approximastely 9:00 2., He heppened to
_dook in 3 Mortheasterly difection end shw what appeared o be 8 ball

‘of fire shoot from the sky dpwn to the sarth; that he =nd Hanrahan

- immediatel¥ jumped. inte HEsirshsnts auborobide and procceded o the &pof
-where the Fl‘bekkge of‘ the plans ma i‘ound., %ua“t he- ﬂ‘ii riot lieet aly

'+ explogiolr. : .
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- il'a B“arﬂ.&rd., * : o . I . o ‘ *
-ﬂollfa I\!O. .J. ’ -
Westvﬂ],e, mdxana

© Rl testif:r he found 2 blanket at. the scene of the acc'.ldent,

which he thousht smelled gtron ly of nitro-glycerine px some opliex-
explos:.vw that he picked up ‘l:his ‘b‘lnnkej;, as well as parts of: the .
plape to keep -as .souvenirs; ;I:hat he Tound a J.arge creci‘.i.on of the .fus:l]’.age
o;‘ Yhe pleng, beering thé name of "o, ynited .E.i:l: Lines, ebout four
nmd.red feet edst of the mafn portion of the plene; that hé also fowid -
Several envelovea of the Grited AT pines, .abdut 450 Teet xast of the
. plene; that abont 3OO feet S6uth, of the plane, he found fairiy good
oized metel parts of thé fus :L'I.age, which parts contained e great
nunmber of holes. and' gave the. appearence thet parts of the métal had:
‘been blown through them. ' Ha w11} also lestify that he found, on the
West pide of the gravel_1toad, about two hundred ang fifty teet Lrom. ;
the piame, parts’ which apﬁeeared o be seftions 6f the i1 fenks .
“bhat -about. three. hunﬂred Tobt pouthwesj of the ’plane on the Weet side
df thé& road, ‘he found:a lerge section of. & woolen blanket, which ton-~
' $eined numerous holes: y Was ‘badly torn and shredded from, what appeéréd
16 be e terrific impect or éxglosion. He will fupther test:i.ty— thal
when he- picked up. these articles, ke called the attenfion -of Emembem

of hils femily to the fact that the rtiéles had mn odor Like gunpowdex,
or Some. other ‘oxplogiyé;: that he is Lamiliar with the $mell of funs pORde;r.!
" and of otpei- explosives, ihasmch as ‘they nse- var?r.ous types. of .exglqn ”
Bi\!’es ardund’ $hs Tarm. _

# .
| 1

Paul Reed,
. Boute No, 2,
Ia Porte; Inﬂ;ana

| W1 testify Ye located & géction of a benk, which ‘hore .
sote evidéncé thet Li micht heaive bheen 'axpl@&ed frop within; thzﬂ; this:
section of +tdnk was locatdd on the 'rest ‘side of the gra.vpl Toad: -
alon.g which the xain portich Of the plane WA ,;L'mmcll at & poinjz -abon%
gewemty-ﬂ;ve yards Bouthwesi -of tho plang. . _ i

Mrs,. .]'osephine Axnﬁt., e
Route #3, Chestarton, Ind, :

Will tegtify that oh the evening of the ¢ragh, she wya’ -
a‘i:ttin{; in hér homé et about 8:45 P.ify, #When she.leard an explosiéy
.&nd thaf she fan -6ut of the house to .séé the fire; that when she '
‘arrived at the ‘burning’ p}gana, thets were four boys there; that she ‘nEd
24 to crosgs. a. fdrty aere fi81d %o where the plend was wr.eclced.

-
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- Jemea smiley,

'Rdute No. 2, chesterton, Ind. -

. Hill testify that he lives -about one mile from the scene of
the accident; that he heard a loud ex:ploso.on and ran gut of dgors and
~sow whatl 1ogked like a fire; that thers was no lightming that night,
becauge he had tha radio on -and there was mo gtatic or imterferecppe pj.:
any kind, He w:L'I.l ‘testify he &id 1101: 868~ the plene iall
Mrg, Jemes sm:.ley, - -
Houte #2, ,chesterton, Ind. .

Vill testify that “the motors of the planef sounded unusua]ly
-ioud when if wes caning, that she thought it was due to the ¢ondition
of the night end thak there wes an wxplosion and then & crackling ‘soundy

that thp noiee o.f: ‘bhe mtpr{s seemed to- change ‘bona aﬁter the explos:l.on. .o

J\.arion;ﬁrhdts PR ‘ S I !
Route ?_?z, Choaterton, Ind*- S

: WL testiﬁy that on ‘l;he evening of the acciannt, ko was in
Ithe house of .Tose,ph Graff; that he gaw the ajirplane coping strairht casi:
that the motqrs werg runhibg normal and thet he saw the plane crdsh;
that when he first saw the ylane, it was flying about ane thousend f&at
¢oing at a hovmal rate of - apeed; '.tha‘ﬂ‘ after theé expldsiqn, +the plane
travelled e;;ceasiyeiy fast, He vziil furthor teatify thet the explosion

" ip tHe air was not causéd by the gas ta.nIcS, as when-thé plena crnshed,

he gaw the gas fanks expluda.

Clarence Lindorman, t
Boute #2, Ches*l‘ﬁor‘tdﬂ, I-nd.. <

; Wil Sestify ha lives about -ohé mile glong, the field Pr¢in
where the crasl oceurred; that he wag im ved: et he 4ime of the eceldsnf:
* that after the: ‘explosion ke gaw the plans and 1t was bighted and thy
motors still yudning and it was tra:?etlling et a normal speed. hLé will
turther festify that after the explosion, it sounded as if it was going
¥0 land, but it did not appear to be running right end was running fest.

. He wj.ll Turther testity hé 53w It on fire about three or foup bumdred '

feat up in the air end that the flames were that high; that the oxplosion .
appoared to.have dteurped in tha plane end ‘that ‘there w28 a socomd axs |
- ploaion when the plane oragheédy . )

-
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Smith sj.tting in seat No.. 3 reqﬁin - “that ]1@ asketl Smith hqw he wds,.
enjoying the trip and soith stated he was ‘enjoying it vory much; that
Snith anpeared to he- very congenial and Jokéd with hifh and the other
‘passengers; ‘that he talked with Mr, Smith, Miss Dwyer end the Stewardess;
that during this conversation, Snith wes gitting in geet No, 3, Ifissg
Divyer in. Seat ‘Ho. 4, he {Dawson) was in seat No, .5, and Miss. serlibner,
‘the stewdrdess, was: :s;t'bips in gest Moy 6; that th’o convsrsa‘tioq Tagted

about Tiftéen bz dwenty minwbes; that he. left then and vept back to

" any of the passsngers.
 Smith had heen drinking eny iiguox.’

Il

. the cackpit abont fifieen minuted pefore the landing was méde et the

cleveland pirport; that at that time, no bleikebs had been taken, by
Re will further testify thet it did not appear
He will teatify that on -arriving
at the Cleveland Alfport, the Stdwardess :asked Shith about getting out
of ¥hé plane and Swith made inquiries ag %q how long the Plane would
be thevey that whes Je. 1¢f1: tiier plang, Suith wes etm recuning in

" his ehedd, -

— 1 B S

+ . 3 . +

ATbert 7. Van Burén, ‘ A

'15404 ‘La, Verne Ayeine; SR _— . e

"tho ridio indpodtion. -

ﬁleveland, Ohio

] -

gy test‘j.fy that lie 45 'a ciey chief at Cléveland, OBioj

' ¥hat, on. dhe night of 0dtcber 10, 1935', Te: talked. to. incaning pilot

pawson, who gegorted the plane in quéstion v0.K{n; that he {(Van . Co-
ByTen) then placéd the smount. of gas- gnd -oik ugéd in e Pilstas Yog.
book and taiked to rad.ioma:i Purris for a few mimx:l:a.s Gtmdermiug a -
plane which hud. been out of: order at Toledoy ghio recently; that he
then tdok tho log book hrough tho, cabin of the plane 4nd hgnded some te
pilot Tervent and thenm adjusted ‘the blankets gbout the kndes of
stewardgss Scri’bner and then left the plene. He w11l further testify:
that ng drspection .o,f the plane wes riedd et Glevelend, Ohio, -other them
He wilds- ﬁurt,her testifw hé -did not ohserve the,
pegsengers on he ifrstent plane with any deégrég of parkiculertty and
dxd not obsexve. any strangers about thg plemé wj:ilo same W4s in ‘bhe
Alrport. . i

§
T 04 :l'ohnscm, .
16808 Frnadale. Avenue,

-Gleveland, ohio ' .

1

wild tbatf.ty he 5.8 :p:.lot fqr ths ynited Air Linesy thp.t'

- he vag the pilok who T1ew $he inskant plene £rém Lleveland; ¢hioc to. -

Newark;  HsJ. oh octobo:; 10, 1933; that he #0és ngt Fecall eny trouble .
mh the plane, nor with the gas line; that if there hed been g.ny'bhmrg;
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-JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 6 h Q’ TE T mn
DIRECTOR ‘:9 BEI‘; IR D
- - o] - - g Mi. mwam\“.\\
Bisision of Inbrestigation e, an:
ViiH : DS ; . \ -
y 1:DS8 H. B. Departinent of Jastice '

Mushington, 2. d.
Novenber 13, 1933.

HMEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR.

The file.in the matber entitled Basted air Lines Transport
Plane #NC-13304, Airplene Cragh,. indicates that all outstand:.ng leads
at obher offices have now been c0mpleted, but the office of origin, - °
‘- Chicago, has not submitted its closing report.” I have wired Chicago .
. to a.mmedlately submit -a closing and summary report.

Respectfully,

V. W. Hughes.-
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Rovezber 18, 1933.

I'r. Flchard &, Paﬂﬁt[t’
Catef, Eanforcezent Scellon,
Aorcasutics Drounen,
Donartzent of Comzorcc,
Varaingtony L. O«

Lear Sirs

Parziasy o your reniesh of Oftober 25, 1333,

there aro trezomltied Leércwith eoples of he reporto :
cated nt Cricafo, I1Ti-

of faceiak Ageat Jo J. Eeating,
rois, Hovezver 14, 1933y in the cacé entiﬂcdﬁi’n&teﬁ_
Aly Llnes Transoort Plzde Noe KC-13824, Mifzallsmcous -
Mralena Crocis ' .

Vory truly yourg,

*Ei.‘rqctox‘.

Inclozare Bo. 334773.
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IN REFLY REFER TO 6 )
FiLe 1

- DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE-
AERONAUTICS BRANCH

F WASHINGTON .
o;\ November 21, 1933.

Hon, John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Division of Investigation,
Department of Juatice,
Washington, D. C.

Res Alrcraft Accident at

(Chesterton, Indiana,
10-10-33. '

Doar Sir:

'j.'his' is to acknowledge -and thank you for
your commuinication of November 18th, e:nclosing.
copies of the reports of Special Agent J.J.
Keating, dated at Chicago, Ill.,, November 14,
1933, in the casé entitledbU__n_ited Alr TLines

Transport Plane No. NC-13304, Miscellaneous -

Airplane Crash.

&S 1 LS on AT Gl D

- 3 Y
@‘\\(‘/ Richard S. Paulett,

\% Chief, Enforcement Section.
{ -F 1‘.:1;-‘%‘:3 -: i - :T'"..
s T SISTIIRY
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER %
DIRECTOR

N zﬁfﬁiﬁinn of Infrestigdtion
IH. 3. Bepurhuent of Fustice
| flnshiugton, B. €

. = Decemoer 13, 1933, -

THORANDU: TOR IR. HUGHES Y/

Mr. McGrath, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, on December 13,
1933; brought to my office Mr. Bruce Kramer, accompanied by Hr. Hitchecock;«Vice
President of the United Air Lines, Technical Division; Dr. Muéhlberg, Assistant to
Colonel Goddard; My. Bucholls, Insurance Chemical Engineer of the Underwriters
Laboratory Association; ';.ir‘;}.,{[._t P thaeray,~719 Tower Building, Washington. rep-
resentative of the United Air hines; and Mr. Ryan, Western Adjustment and Inspec-
tion Company. They called to discuss. the destiuction of the airplane of the
United Air Lines ldst October 10th, which matter has bsen the subject of an
investigetion by the Depertment of (6mmerce and by Agents of this Division of
the Chicago, Detroit and New York Offices. I informéd these gentlemen that
the report upon this matter had beer forwarded by this office to the Aeronautics
Division of the Depertment of Commetrée. They had with them various exhibits and
photographs of exhibits, a set of which is attached, which, in the estimation of
the representatives of the United Air Lines, lead them to bglieve that the de-
struction of the plane was causéd by a forcign explosion within the plane, and
not throvgh any mechanical or-gasoline causes.' T suggested to the gentiemen
-present that they might wish to submit a detailed memorandum covering' their
views and analyses, and that I would be wery glad to have. the same placed with
a copy of our report, and that if after reading their memoranduh we considered
any further investigation necessary, I would -have the appropriate investigative
steps taken. They agr:’eed to forward a detailed memorandum upon the metter.

Opon the receipt of this memorendum I will transmit it %o you and I would
like to have you carefully review the same and determine if any further inves-
tigative action is necessary. I believe a copy of the report shoild be trans-
mitted by us to the same authorities in the Depertment of Ccmmerce to whom a
copy of our report was sent. ~

Very truly yours ,

. A & .oaq

Director.
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88-0-

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE:

WASHINGTON, D. C.

WCS sTUS

December 22, 1933.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIVISION.OF ‘INVESTIGATION.

Attached hereto is photostat copy of letter, deted December

14, 1933, from the ‘Chief of the Airline Inspection; Aeronautics
Branch, Department of Commerce.

- matter,
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Please advise us whether you havé any informstion in this

. Respectfully,

)

¥ f¥clifton Stone,
Attornqy.
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5 From: UNIT #1 Room 418
/3/
To: /

Director .
—___Mr, Nathan
— Mr. Tolson
—__Mr, Clegg
—_Mr. Edwards
__Unit Two
Unit Four

Files Section
—Personnel Files Section
— Equipment Section
w_Chiof Clerkts Office
Unit Five
—_Identification Unit
" _Statistical Section
- _Technical Laboratory
Mr. Baughman
Mr. Cowley
Mr. Kelliher
Mr. Little
__Mr. Newby
—__Mr. Stapleton
»~ . _Miss Gandy
—___Washington Field Office
__Stenographic Pool
— Correct
- RHe-write

\ZAW M%«W
Am% ﬁ/a- .M ndid

Y. W. Hughes




625 Lafayette Building
Detroit, Michigan

Docember 12 R T

1933 JsT

Speeial Agent in Charge = -.
Division of Investigation

U. 5. Departzent of Juatice
1900 Bankers Building
Chiecago, Illirois

Q
Re: UNITED ATR LINES TRANSPORT PLANE
KO, NC 13304
Viscellandous = Lirplane Crash

Daar Sir:

Pleese refer to your letter of the 7th
instant in the above eaptloned matter in which
certain inquiries were requested to be made at
Clewoland, Ohio.

Suoh inguiries have been made and are set
forth in a memprandum preopared by Speclal Agent
R. C. Chepman, coples of which are attached
to this letter.

very truly yours,

¥m. Larson
Speoial Agent in Charge
RED:vaén
Inocl. ) P
oc Diviaion Loe"""
/gyxc T = R T
o1 ! » - L g st
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H. 8. Bueaw of Inibestigation
Bepariment of Justice

Cleveland;, Ohio
Dacembar '? 1933,

Memo .for File:
o RE: TUNITED AIR LINES. TRANSPORT PLANE NO. NC 13304.
Miscellanecus - Airplane Giash.
Detroit File No. 62-700.

It is believed that the matter referred to in this memo should
not be filed in the above captioned. matter as same is not believed. to
have any connection whatsoever with the crash ¢f plame NC 13304, It will
be noted- that the letter from the Chicago office dated 11/7/33, which con=
tained a copy of anonymous letter herein referred to, did. not refer to
this matter in ¢onnection with the. airplane crash.

Leo W. Ulmer, attorney, Guaranty Title Building, who resides at
the Carter Hotel, advised that he kmew Walter Mueller who was last employed.
at the Carter Hotel as .a house- officer about five months ago; that Mueller
was with. the hotel for several yeara and was believed en efficlent employee
‘but was rather officious, and would not hesitate to throw persons.out of
the hotel who were not ecting in a proper manner; that Mueller &t one time
tried to. ge.in émployment with the Cleveland Police Depertment; and was also
trying to- gain employment there for his son. Mr. Ulmer advised that "gab-
-bling Levine™ was unknown to him by that neme; but it was his- belief that

" thetwriter of the anonymous lattor meent Max Levine, who formerly resided

at the Ce.rter Hotel and was quite telketive being a bootlagger aend eubject
to. becoming intoxicated frequently. Mr. Ulmer atated that Mueller did not
imprese .him as. being more. than what he .was,, a hotel detective, and stated

.~he bellaved the writer of the Ietter was a crank.or had soms grudge sgainst

Hueller.

- ' Mr, Williem Cruse, Assistent Menager, Carter Hotel, exhibited em-

.ployment card of Walter Mueller, which indicated that he. was 48 years of
age, married; and had three dependents, born in Germaeny, ndturalized Ameri-
can clitizen; rasidence 5316 Delora Avenue, phone She.dyaide 3645-J; has been
in United States 25 or.30 years (this. wés the opinion of Mr. Cruee) Muel-
ler began employment with the Carter Hotel Junre 8, 1928, and ceased employ-
ment there Merch 25, 1933. He waa dismissed because he had a bad heart,
was easily- excited e.nd quick to anger, &nd the hotel was afraid that he
might drop deed and render them. liable for demegea. 'I'his last ini‘ometion
ahould be treated confidential.

Mr. Cruse stated that Mueller has tried several times to regain
his position, and Mr, Cruse. knows that Mueller is destitute and badly in need
of work. ir. Cruse ateted that if Mueller was. an agent for Gormeny, he would
certainly not be destitute, and it 1is hardly probable. thatfhe mould bave to
work ag & house officer in peace times. Mr. Cruse took no*‘BtocI: in the possi-.
bility of Muellerts belng a German Agent or intent on destroying avia.tion,
and states he never heard Mueller express any of- the remarks attributed to
him by thé anonymous letter writer.

COPIES DESTROYED
170 Aus 28 1964




In the abgence of specific instructions, it is deemed inddvisable

1o conduct. any rurther inveetigation- in this: matter. In the first place

the wrj.ter of the letter rererred to is Tanonymous™, a.nd he is evidently
a mental case a3 evidenced by his remarks "to.eliminate by death the young

;potential leaders of the steel industry who elso served in the World Warn

and "a high officer of the Germern army coneorting with the scum of ‘Cleve~

‘land!s. underworld. ]

The.most dmtorted statement is -the reference to wiieller; Gab-
bling ILévine and r{aachke ple.nning ‘the murder .of plenty of people™. Maurice
Maschke was the Republican leeder in Cleveland for some years, and is &

_.promi.nent a.ttorney and citizen. His son, referred to by the: writer of

the lettier, graduated from Yale Law School ebout June, 1933, and rece.ntly

‘married Helen lorgan, the celebrated ‘Ziegrield Follies star, and they now

reside in New York: City, where ueechke is expected to enter businees.

5
. In the event: you deem: further investigation neceeaary in thia
metter; I will interview Mueller; but the charaeter of the enonymous letter
‘appasrs 50 apparently the work of some mentel]:y* unbala.need person tha.t the
matter is deomad mworthy of ‘further effort.

. Yery truly yours;

L7 6/ R c. chapmen’

| i [ N T, R'(}'cmm .
I v -Special Agent.
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Y. 8. Buven of Infrestigation

Beparbuent of Fustice
- ’ 1900 BANEERS BUILDING
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Jamary 2, 1934
Director, 4;5

Division of Investigation
U, S. Departmént of Justice,
Washington, D.C.

RE: UNENOWH SUBJECTS;
Crash of®Onited Air Lines
Transport plare No. NG 13204

Dear Sir:

On December 21, 1933, Mr, L. ¥, Ruby, who works for Harold
Zgan & Company, 17th floor Bankers Building, telephone Central
0393, called at this office stating that he Is the brother of one
of the pilots who was killed in this crash:

He stated that his brother had been having a great deal of*
trouble with certain individuels vho were members of the >1lots!

‘Union, He recalls that his brother stated to him on one occasion,

"E date of such conversation nob being remembered, that a co-pilot
had boarded his plane at Cleveland for the trip i‘rom Cleveland to
Chicago. TImmediately upon boarding the plang this pilot, whose neme
¥r, Ruby thought he couwld furnish later, inguired of Mr, Ruby's
brother as to whether he plepned to join the Union.. Vhen he receiv-
ed a negotive reply, this co-pilot stated: "That's all I wembted to
imow", and according to Mr. Ruby, this ipdividual made no :l‘urthor
comment to his brother during ‘bhe entire trip.

He further stated that this same co-pilot, on a return trip
from Chicago to Cleveland, domned a very heavy overcoat .and was
properly dressed foxr extremely cold weather, with his fuf-lined
pilot’s uniform, and that his brother, the deceased pilot, did not
vear heavy clothing.. During this trip, the heavily dressed co—pilot
kept the ventilators open all the time to the extreme discomfort of
his brother.

Mr. Ruby further advised that he would secure such names and
other definite dsta as possible, and viould return to this office and

furnish same. On Dec. 29,1933, telepboniec inguiry of Mr.Ruby dis closed
that he had been unable to locate the data waich he thought he hkad, but
he stated he would make further efforts to locate it and advise this .

office, o

JAN 11 1934 %‘*’m"
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62-80755-35

‘December 29, 1933

UELORANDOM FOR ASSISTANT SOLICITOR GENERAL,
_ARGUS D, HACLEAN L

ﬂtﬁentlon: Mrs Stone

Reference is tinde to “your nckprendun: dated Decem‘bar
22, 1933, trensmitting: the copy-of a lettor from Mr, Re R,
Schroeder, Chiefy Alrline Iuspection, Aeroncutics Branch, De-
partment nf Commerce; deted Deceémber 14, 1933, rejuesting to
ho furnished mith coples of reports dovering thé fuvestigation
of the airplane aceldent at Chesterton, Indiens, on Qetober
10; 1933,

- I’ou are edvided thet copies of all inveatigative re-
ports; ‘including o suarary report, have slready been furnished.
lir. Richard S. Paulett, Chief, Enforcement S@ction, Aeroncutice
Branch, Uepartmont of Commerce, Washington, D. C.

She Division han ‘made no investig&tion of the airplane
-aceident which oceurrod a.h Dtt&u&, Iiinais, on Hpverber 24,
1933,

The caclosiure a‘cg:qap_anﬁns your wmemorandun 1s rsturned

Her BWit?l'o
Yezy truly yours;
Directoras

Trcl, 689156




iir. Nathan......
Mr. FOISON e
M. CleRR e
Mr. EAWArds ... /
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M/ M. QUINN.ceeeeee e
h Mr. LOStOr corm h
January 5, 1934. MAE. LOOKSD. cmorsece

MEMORANDIIS 7

Colonel Gates telephoned again this evening to
inquire if I had received the report from the United
Air Line relative to the destruction of their plane
on October 10, 1933. I advised him that I was expect—
ing to receive it today, but had not at that time.
Mr. Gates mentioned incidentally that Mr. Carusi
informed him that the Attorney Geheral had expressed
his personal opinion to the effect that ®he guessed ,
there was sabotage®" in this case. -

B T

L
4

"

-

i < Q//m.aj‘: :

i
e

)

RECORDRH
&
INDEXED
; B:V'SON OF .NVEbhbhu T
JAN 8 193 4 k,
i s, DEPABTMENT o ;
L-_~ 0‘4’ @2‘ /@E o /




ViHs ps

e Y
QO
- II
190

e e

an
PR SR Jenaary 10, 1924

Mr; PRichard 8, Poulotty,
Chief, Exforcemcat fectlin,
AReronsuties Dranch,

. Lepartaent of Coxnerce,
‘Waahington,_ De Ca

Daap Eivy

, Fith furtier referenced to tha capo entltled Unlted
At Lines Trcnsport Plene £5¢ 13304, Hiecelleneous Airplene
Crash, I enelose herowith, for your complote inforzatica, e
photostatic cofy of & commumication wilch I kave recolved froa
¥rs Thorp Hiscock, Vice Presideat of tho Unitod Alr Lince, et
Chdetgoy I1linois, ucder cste of Decazber 29, 1933, fogother
with ita sovcpsl enclosures ea described in the cozzundcation,
igclu-ﬂiigg twenty-teo oxhitits consimting of photographs end
blue;rinty, ’

For your further Infarcsticn T 2z in recelpt of a
lottor froa ny Chicago Office pdvieing that tho brothey of ihe
docesced pilot, Kre Fuby;, ko recontly édvised thst his trather
was threatencd gt ong tire beczu o ha hid falled to Join a
Pilotst Unlona I kave iunstructed oy Chit~go Office 1o look
further Into thin gatter, tnd shall advige you fully upsn ro-
celpt of a rejorts - :

A copy of the fuzmsry report, tezether with n coly
of the cczmunieaticn received from Ny Hisegck, dated Eecerber
23, 1933, is being subzaiited to Assistant Attorney Oonpral Keeuen
for his consideration, end mside From the engle of the inyastiga-
3445 dealinz with the allcned throat sgainat the pllot of ths
plang, na further sction will be taken by this Divicion in the
ebzcnce of a furbher roquest.

Very truly yiurc,

S
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descsxy 9y 1974

Epsolnl Ageat 4 Chordc,
Divisizn of Investigation,

e 8. Departsent of Justico,

17%0 Eenzeoral Puilddng,
Chicaco, I1limoin,

Ledr Elrg

Fith rcfercace to your lotler of Jenidzry 2, 1924,
In the wmatter eatitled UTUXLITY CUNESTS « Crosh of Ualted Afr
Lines Tranrrort plene 430 1354, it 48 Sooired thet ydu pro-
ceod with the investizatica o dotermine the feets exxrcuniing
txe allezation cgle by Lrs Ds Ie Puly, to tho £ffect izt his
trether; the dotpieed rilst of ta rlenn, Eod been Inferentially
threatenad by tho Pilotst Uaden.

) It 18 proseated thab you obinin $he rizn of tho e
Pilot rha opensd thé veatllater on ézt ogoasict £ & irip botraen
Crhliczro 242 Clevelend, end vl plpo Irnguired of the Cectased
Pil9t ¥lotlzr ba btelonzed to the Fllotpt Uniode After obtainingy
this informnaticn, 1t 2oy bo &dvientlé to dotrrmine wiether dither
tho cowplloty of £996 aticy ns=ber of the Pllgisf Calca, ksl en
oppertundty to pleco ghy chicot oa baerd tho plave upia the €y
in Guegticny ‘

Very truly youxs,

Eirestore
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é“ G@V@mments '

Qan Now E
AL §Ec'ﬁf’r'§ OF NATORE SOLVED BY SCIENCE
. THE LOST SCIENCE OF 4000 YEARS AGO

-
-7

Methods for exterminating pests.
Methods of cures for atll Horticeltural diseases.

Translations of Hieroglyphics and writing of ail
past ages. . ~

. Solve all kinds of tragedies.

- Locate hidden or buried Treasures, Money, Jéwels
or Papers. :

~ Information-vas: to how -to, prevent acc1dcnt:s per-
-sonal and financial' distress. '

Explain locations of .newr- deposits-of- precious metals; — —————
such as: Go]d Platinum, Silver, stones granite .
to Dlamonas, Mineral Springs and Oil Domes.

Give advance information of Earthquakes, Cyclones,
2 Hurricanes, Tidal Waves, Floods and Storms,
Accidents, Tragedies and Future Events.

The Dutch Sczentzst

CHICAGO, ILL. i
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JOHN' EDGAR HOOVFR O O Mr. Nathan..... 3
. p“‘[c:rog_ ’ K= ( Mr. S ol800 ceceimna.
L ; - - M" ! “""_BE.,.._..,-_-.
\ Biision of Infestigation N wards ...

T . EEEE N F-1 P — '/
— . 3. Brpuriment of Jualice N - :l;es__‘../
. ’ Thasogir, 5. & T
‘{ Januery 8, 193/ :: ;“::-

“

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

¥ith reference to the co gnlcatlon received from Mr.

Thorp Hiscock, Vice President of the United Air Lines, at Chicago,
dated December 29, 1933, in further connection with the crash of
an airplane at®Chesterton, Ingiana, on October 10, 1933, this
appears to be a report of technical 1nvestigat;on of the air crash
and tends to indicate that the explosion resulted from something
that wes introduced into the plane rather than thé result of aero-
dynamic pressure or gasoline. It supplies no leads whatever for

* further investigation other than the bare fact that it is their ™

conclusion that the crash was caused by high explosive, entlrely
foreign to the structure of the plane. In view of this fact I
have referred a copy of Mr. Hiscock's comminication, together with
a copy of the summary report to Mr, Keenan, Assistant Attorney
Generel, for his consideretion, and I have elso forwarded a copy
of the latest communication from Mr. Hiscock, together with ell
enclosures to Mr. Richerd.S. Paulett, Chief, Enforcement Section,
Aeronautics Branch,. Department of Commerce.

The Chicego Office under date of Januery 2, 1934, ad-
vised that Mr. L. I. Ruby, 2 brother to the deceased:plilot of this
plane, had called at that office and stated that his brother hed

of theAPilotsg'! Union, and on one occasion, @ relief pilot belonging
to theUnion bed inquired if he intended to: join, and upon receiving
a negative reply, stated "Thatis all I wanted to know"., He also
stated that this same co-pilot, on a trip from Chicago to Cleveland,
donned a very heavy overcoat and was properly dressegd for extremely
cold weather, while his brother, the deceased pilot, dld not wear
heavy clothing; that during this trip the co-pilot kept the venti-
lators open all .of the time to the extreme discomfort of his brother.

‘had coiglderable trouble with certain 1nd1viduals who were members

I have directed a letter to the Chicago Office suggesting
that they follow this particular leed end develop it to a logical'’
conclusion. Aside from this angle, however, there is no further in-
vestigation pending.
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. UNTITED AT LINES .M :
BOEING AR TRAHSPORT. (NG, SURSIDIARY OF UNITED ATRCRAFT & TRAHIPORT CORP,
' ::E?;ﬁ?:f;:gfm:% LA SALLE-WACKER BUILDING
{, VARMEY AIR LINES. INC.
. T COXCAGO - |
Dec
) 29th.
' 1953
‘ Mr J Edger Hoover, Director ﬁ
Division of Investigation

U S Department of Justice
VWlashington D C

Dear Sir: . ' L

There is attached complete set of photographs covering exhibits of damag-
i ed portions of@Inited Air Lines! Plane -NC-13304, which crashed at
; Chesterton, Indiana due to high explosivé rupturing the center section E
; of the fuselage at about the tollet section and separating the tail
! assembly from the rest of the plane. The forward portion of the c¢abin
'r together with the wings and motors continued forward a short distance,
: woent into a2 steep dive, turned over on %o its back (which is the normal '
manoeuver of .a plans which has had the tail surfaces severed) and con-
‘tinued in a steep glide in its inverted position in :a reversed direction,
to crash anmi be destroyed by fire. Thdt portion of the plane which was
shattered by the explosion fell separately to the groumd at a considerable
distance from the polnt of ultimate crash aml was not dameged by fire —
: repalnlng as evidence of the cause.

There 1s also attached the original of a report by Dr C W Muehlberger,
who is the explosive expert for the Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory
of Northwestern University and acts as assistant to Colonel Stodderd. Dr
Muehlberger details his experience as :an explosive expert and has worked
in conjunction not only with the Chicago Police bub also with the Depart-
ment of Justice.

There is atlached copy of Mr A H Nuckolls! report .also, covering his
findings in connection with the explosion, upon which the Insurance
Company pald the United Air Lines! clsim for approximately §63,000.00
because of the explosion. Mr Nuckolls has had many years experience with
high explosives.

-

Both Mr Nuckolls and Dr Muehlberger are experienced with gasoline ex—

plosions, JA N 1 2 1934: .

There is 2lso atbached copy of the original bri wOE_Dr~H
RECORDER

- o .
Mr N J Bock, Adjuster ﬁ%ﬂ&ii}?ﬁ {
s Adjuster for the Western Adjustmen on qup%
G By e

worked with Mr Nuckolls in collecting the evidence iBdED ﬁﬁ%‘ed 3
SV Air Lines' employees. His report is also attached. JAN 11 1934 ®.M. -

T X detail of the photographs and blusprints folldwsdh S LEP:Ri: «fl v G5 gy
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Shows the toilet, chemical container and the ruptured weteér container,
both from the lavatory. The tube connection to the tollet chemical
container, when installed, Ieads to the outer air. The condition of
crushing thersty indicates a downvard and slightly from aft forward
direction of the crushing force.

Shows a sweater and the perforated bag of the co-pilot. These are
referred to-in the attached reports.

Shows the shattered-condition of one of the blankats.
Ditto.

Shows the perforated rain coat and gives another view of the co-pilot's
bag, together with a view of the pilot's bag.

Shows the seat of the toilet with the cover blown in from above. A
longeron from the fuselsge directly below the rear cargo compartment
iz 21so shown. A small section of the flooring of the toilet with
metal imbedded in it and a piece of sheet metal, which was the lining
of the rear cargo pit, are also showm. In this photograph this sheet
is upside dowm.

Shows -andther view of the toilet chémical container and the toilet
watericontainer. The sheet with the perforations is from the lining
of the rear beggage compartment oh the left "hand side, the -cut-awey
being the outline of the access door. The sheet of lining shown in
Exhibit 6 is from the opposite. side. of the compariment.

Is the raverse side of the lining shest-shomn in Exhibit 6.

Is a closer view of the lining originaily showm in Exhibit 6.

Shows the re-constructed water container from the toilet, indicating
the hole shattered out by the forece of the explosion.

Is ancther view of the toilet-chemical container ard the water container
originally shown in Exhibit 1.

Is the pilotts pouch, showing the side which was face up and was per-—
forated by the small pisces of metal travelling at high velocity. The
reverse side of this pouch is undamaged.

Shows an artist's conception of the type of plane in flight with a
portion of the skin cut awsy so. that the interior may be viewed.

I3 & plan view of the plans, showing the relative location of the
lavatory and the rear cargo pit, which is named "Mail, Express, Baggage"
in the plan, directly to the rear of the lavatory. The top sectlon of
this cargo space is floored off leaving a2 compariment about one foot
deep. with & floor area egual to the cargo space and an access door
leading from it into the lavetory. This is the blanket compariment.
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The forward section of this is inmdicated as the probable location
of the explosion.

Shows the entrance door to the rear cargo. pit. The right hend well,

‘which is the back of the pit can be seen through the door. The top

section of the visible sheet wvould be that sheet originelly shown in
Exhiblt 6, The sheet shown in Exhibit 7 cannot be seen since 1t is
on the inside of the door-way, the oval shape of which is shown in
the contour of the sheet in Exhibit 7.

Is another view of the interior of the rear cargo pit with th.e door
leading to the tail of the fuselags open. The roof of the pit with
its supporting channels, wh:.ch forms: the bottom of 'Ehe blanket com—
partment, can be plainly -eén. The three cowl faataners or latches,
whick hold the door closed, and one of which Was blowm aft through
the tail of ths fuselage to be lodged in a bulkhead at the extreme
rear, can be seen. _

Shows- tlie toilet, looking into it from the cabin. The location of
the vater container, triengular in shape, directly above. the wash
'bas:l.n, can be sgen. A small portion of the toilet is visible at the
bottom right.. The déor to the hlanket compartment, closed, can be
seen at the top of the back wall.

Is a.nother view of the rear {Cargo- compartment with the door lea.ding
to the tall of' the fuselage closed.

Is a view of the toilet. with the door to the ‘blanket compartment
Open.

Is 2 view from the rear cargo compartment through the door, showing
= portion of the tall of the fuselage. The: bulkthead into which the
cowl fastener was blown is- not quite wvisible.

I8 & blueprint of a cut-away, showing. the relative locations of the
blanket compartment, rear mail or cargo pz.‘b and’ the wash room or
lavatory. Thé seéction including the rear cargs pit, toilet and
stewardess locker 18 that saction: of the plane which was blown out
by the explos:l.on, leaving the ¢abin, wings, motors and so forth to
crash .and ‘burn .and. the rear end-of the :fuselnge with the tail
surfaces attached to-fall directly to the ground.

Is a.ground mep, showing the.relative positions of those portions
of the plans ag they were digscovered after the crash, The left hand

-drawing is an enla.rgem.ent showing the detail 6f the location directly

surrounding the erash, The right hand half indicates the general
arrangement,. The direction of or.i.ginal flight was roughly from the.
circle covered by the -deteil west as. indicated by the long arrow.

.The. ezplos:l.on roccurred, judging from the location of the wreckage,

directly over where the empennage (tail séctlon 6f the fuselags,
including the rudder, vertical fin, horizontal stabilizer and
elevators) is indicated. The plane continued in.flight west to =
position -approximately over where the bodies of Smitt and Burris

-were found, Autopsy showed tha:u_r agr drums were ruptured. At this
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point the nosing over occurred and the bodies were undoubtedly
catapulted out together -with the thermos jugs, which in a service
plane are Located directly at the rear passenger seat. The plane
then continued east back 'along its course of original flight upside
dovn and crashed as indicated by the circle.-

Inexpert testimony by more or less casual observers on the ground has
been. proved fundamentally wnreliable. No evidence +was developed by the
Coronarts guestioning, except that an-explosion had occurred mfter which
the plane changed its direction, crashed and burned, The evidence in
itself was only interesting in the testimony of witnesges of their
actual actions due to hearing the explosion, which actions indicated

the violenCe of the explosion and therefore was not based on the opinion
or obsérvation of the witnesses... That @ man hearing -an explosion would
arise from hed, go to the window “to observe the cause of the explosion,
indicates that such must have. beeh .of considera‘ble wlolence amd of an
unusual character. The sharp detonation of = high explosive is of such
a character. Testimony from other witnesses was to the effect that the
explosion rattled the house, windows and dishes to such an extent that
they went outside the house +6: agcertain the cause. . The testimony is
meraly in corro'bora:bion and- is- in.no.-way: a.basias for the determination

that. a violent explosion occurred. It merely indicates A condition nh:.ch

is. satisfied and ig not one which»must ba- d:l.scounted.

In discussing with, Dr Muehlberger: and Hr .Nuckolls possibilities other

~ than the presénce of & high -eXplosive, 'bhe i‘ollom.ng facts were developed..

In considering air»—presauraa of from 8 to 10 lba per equare inch, they
were asked whether @ velocity could be transmitted to rivet ‘heads which
were sheeded off sufficlent to hﬂ.ve guch heads ponetrate sheet dural.

They both stated they were positive that this could not happen.

They were asked whether in the examination of the particles of metal

which acted as projectiles #nd which. were found imbedded in the pilotts
pouch and the ¢rews! baggage, any of such were rivet. heads or could have

Jbeen. rivet. heads ‘before becoming distorted by impact. They stated

positively tha.t none of the projectiles were. or could have baen r:n.vet

‘heads and that all such exhibits were from. sheet however bedly distortsd

they. had become due to the shattering force of impact.

Aeronautical engineering shows that flat plate -areas, when exposed to .an
air flow of 100. mph, developed pressures of 32.1bs per square foot and
that the pressure increases as the sguare of the speed. ‘Therefore,. a ona
foot.area, travelling at 200 mph, would devélop & pressure of 7.11 1bs

- per square inch. .Mr Nuckolls and Dr Mushlberger were asked whether such

pressures on.metal sheets could shatter the sheets into fragments found
imbedded. They stated positively that no such pressures could cause such
resulbs.

Negative pressures developed by cavitation are Limited to 14,7 1bs per
square inch, Asked whether such -pressures could cause the shattering
found, both Dr Mushlberger and lir Nuckolls stated negatively.
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From the above questicns and answers it 1s. thoroughly developed that

no aerodynamic pressures ¢ould be developed ;sufficient to have caused

the shattering of the metal sheet-and the driv:.ng of the small

projectiles resulting therefrom at the high velocities necessary to

bave penetrated the sheet linings of the reaf pit, the pilot!s pouch,

the crews! baggage and: the floor boards. This, therefore, rules.out

the possibility of an aerodymnamic explosion subseguent to a severing

of the tail section due to structural ~or-other: ca.uses than an explosion.
o

.In considering the -possibility of a .gasoline’ e.r:plos:.on, which due to

the 1ine of travel of the projectiles must havi ‘been localized in the

blanket compariment, Mr Nucko]_ls and Dr Muehlberger ‘were asked if such

an explosion' hed occurréd would it not: Bave .followed J:ack along the aou.rce

of the. vapor supply and ‘have been of = very gemeral chardctér and’ not-

of the. localized cheracter fourd, They both stated that this would have

occurred and, that the explosion would have destroyed praétically the :

entire fuselage if it had been-of sufficient violence to have done any .

material demage. It 1s positively known that only that small -section

directly swrrounding the toilet was shattered, since had more, been

shattered it would have fallen to earth adjacent to the exhibits wlready

found ard the plane could not have continued. ifis course,réversed, upside

dovn and return to crash as it-did. ALl of the- -passengers would have

been dumped-out and not just the. two. which were catapulted at the time

of the reversal. We have experienced in actusl. service,on the ground,

a gasoline explosion in a fuselage of .a plane of similer ccnstructlon.

The damage done was actually very minor - no rupturing of a section of

the plane occurred anmd the explcsion was. ac'bue.].ly very generel as

anticipated by ‘Mr Nuckolls anmd Dr Muehlberger, amd of a push character.

Hed such a gasoline- explosion occurred in i'light, while considerable

damage might have occurred to the passengers, no such crash would have

resulted as océurred at Chesterton. As further evidence, there is mo

means -of communicating vepor to the blanket compartmen'b except through

the access. door into- the toilet, in which case the toilet and complete

cabin. would have had to have 'been charged with fumes amd 2 general

explosion would have occurred. It did not., Mr Nuckolls further develops-

in his report, which is.atteched, the posgsible rressures of gasoline

explosions, which completely rule ou't. this poseibility.

In developing the time seguence of the explosion as related to the
severance of the tail, the fact that the: cowl fastener or lateh was found
'in the bulkhead at the extreme _Trear of the i‘usea.age in that section which
fell separate from the plane, Zl.ogicall_"l.sr determines that the explosion
oceurred driving the latéh to the: rear before the teil was separated from
the plane.. Hed the tail been: separated first and the explosion been
possihle of aerod;mamic character, the tail would mnot have been present

to bave received the latch. A second consideration is that on tbe entering
edge of the right hand horizontal stabilizer vas found the imprint of

%hs United Air Lines! sign, which is painted om the right hamd side of

the fuselage, along that section of the skin blown off by the explosion
and formard of the tail section, which was severed and. fell sepaTrately. L
Had the tail been severed first and the resulting explosion been of
aerodynamic character, it would have been practically impossible for this
section of the skin tc have come in combact with the entering edge of the

=
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stabilizer, which would bave been already left far behind and have
started its fall to the ground. From the above two indications of
time sequence it is positive that the exploaion occurred and that the
severance of the tail surfaces regulted therefrom and were, therefora,
of secondary and not primary character.

From ‘the attached exh::.bits as well a8 from the foregoing it is guite
thoroughly developed that the explosion was of = high explosive cheracter.
The mere presence of such an explosive in an airplane must indicate that
either it was placed there with intent to destroy the plane either on
the ground or in flight or that it was being transported by = passenger
and was secreted among the blankets in anticipation of possible gearch
of -such passenger upon arrival, but with a view to the explosive being
recovered by such passenger subsequently., That it was.not so recovered,
were such to have been the case, is evident. Whether the presence of
the explosive, therefore, was due to premeditated destruction or to
ildegal transporiation, wo believe that = -erime has been committed. The
mers -presence of .such an explosion could hardly be possible otherwige.

Ve appreciate your courtesy in having receivéd us and aré submitting
this file in accordance with our conversation at the time of our visit
to your office, Vhat evéer further comments you ‘have on thig situation,
we will be very gled to receive. We are most. anxious to have this-case
re~opened and brought to a successful concl‘us:.on by the apprehension of
the perpetrator. If there are any further: exh:.b:.ts, data or information

‘which we can supply, we hope that you wiil commend -us.

Vice Pre sident

TH:TM
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- of this exsmination -and -report wes glven. nt Mr; Hoover's-suggestion; the ™

SCIENTIFIC CRIME DETECTION LABORATORY:

OF
NORTIOWESTEREN UNIVERSITY
CIMICAGO, TLLINOIS

BUTERIOR $153 469 BAST OIIIO STOLRET

December 26; 1933

-~

REPORT OF THE EXAMINATION OF WRECKAGE
OF UNITED ATR LINES PLANE WHICE CRASHED
NEAR CHESTERTON, INDIANA, OCTORER 10, 1933,

At the request of Nr. Thorp Hiscock; representing the United Air Lines, &1
examination was made of the remains of their plane which crashed near Ghesterton,
Indiana on October 10, 1933 Opportunity was afforded to inspect these remains
in the ‘Chicago offiee of the United Air'Lines and -also -at thelr Chicago- airport:
Thia 1napeotion was made on October 13th. end 14th.and a brief written report
was made under the date of October 14th.

In an interview with Mr..J. Edgar Hoover of the U: 5. Bureau of Investigation;
Department of Justice at Washington, on ‘December 13th; a more detalled discuasion
eseential points eovered in the interview of December 1l3th are presented here<=
w1tho

The wreckage of the plane was distributed over. an area of approximately one-
half mile in lexngth and. 500 feet in. width.. The wreckage of that portion of the
plane forward from: the two rear paaaenger aeats waa found together with the
bodies of three passengers; pilot; assistant pilot and stowardese; 1n a compara-.
tively small area., This wreckaga ‘and the bodiea, were burnmed in thé fire re-
aulting from the. igrition .of gasoline in the tank 2t the time of the erash.

The wreckage of: the portion of the plane to tho ‘rear of the back paesenger
seats was found scattered over a wide area and was. unﬂamaged by fire; ‘The tall
and rudder mechanism were found togather and wore .essentlally intact save. for
the damage that might be ‘expectéd incidént to a fall of 1000 to 2000 feet: The
wrockage of the portion of the body of the plane located botween the passenger
cebin and the tall, was widely scattered. This exteneively distributed wrecksage
was 1dent1fied .as belonging to the lavatory; food: lockers; blanket compartment,
rear beggage compariment and the portion of the body of the plane irmadiately
eft of the rear baggage compariment; Figure 22 shows the. distribution of the
wrockage referred to.: ‘

This investigation was for the purpose of determining from the evidence(
whether or not an explosion -occurrsd on the plane while 1% was in the air. 'If
the gvidencé indicated “that there: had been. such an exploeion, the further
duestion was raised as to 1ts location and natures At the time of thé crash,
the rear baggage compartment was sald to be empty except for the luggage of
the crew and a“singlé packet of photographa: Thia latter packet was accounted
for, inH:he wreckeage, and investigation was stated to have shown it %o have
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been shipped by raputable persons. It was also stated tbat at the time of
tbe crash, there undoubtedly were still a numbel of blankets wbich ware not
in ume and vwhich were stored in the bla.nkgt corgpartnwnt' i

The unburned wreckage of the portion of the plane between the rear of the
passenger cabin and the tail assembly gave ample evidence of an explosion, which,
from the distribution of the pisces, must have occurred while the plane was in

‘the -air; Furthermore, this evidence shows that the explosion took place in

the upper rear portion of the lavatory, or (more probably) in the front part

of the blanket compartment which opens intc the lavatory. The relative posi-
tion of the lavatory, blanket compartment and food lockers may be observed in
the plen of the ship (Eigure 14) and in photographs 17 and 19, In photograph
#190, the door of the blanket cupboard or compartment .is open. The ‘blanket cup-
board 1s located in back of the lavatory and .above the rear ‘baggage compartment:
In photograph'#la, the ceiling of 'the rear baggage compartmsnt may be goen as
the floor of the blanket compartment locatéd just above it; The only means of
access to the blenket compartment, 13 by way of the door which opens into ‘the
lavatory. ‘

In examining the portions of the plane and its contenis located in or near
the lavatory, we find evidence of explosive: force radiating outward from the
front of the blanket ounboard. Thua the portion of the lavatory door vas. found
t0 be punctured by missilea waich penatrated from the. lgvatory outward toward
the cabin, Bits of the floorihg of the lavatory (ece .photograph #6) -show the
effect of force projected from above. Similarly, the water containor which was -
located over the wash bowl, had the upper rear portion literally blown away:

{seo photograph #11, and the seme -af ter straightening-out,in photograph #10].

The rim of the wash bowl was found t0 be peppered with flying particles, -some

of whioh actually perforated the metal. The seat of the st00l was pushed .down-
ward and the cover of the stool was bashed in {see photograph #G). The chemical
container of the atool ‘wag .also- caved 1n from above.

In the remains of the rear baggage compartment, wo £ind even more character-
1stio evidenés of explosive force radiating from thé front portion of the blanket
cupboard. In photograph #9 wo see a. portion of the lining of the right side of
this compartment. This particular shaet 1s located in the positicn of the upper
two-thirds of the back wall in photograph #18, The dark-bordered. left edge of
photograph #9 represents: the closely riveted seam., It will be noted in photo-

) graph #9 that the. trend of flying particles radiated from the upper right~hand

corner. Photograph #8 shows. tho reverse side of 'the sheet shown in #o, Here

one cen ses the "punched out" appearance of thé holes.which were made by projec+
tiles travaling outward, with bullet-like velocity. In the right-hand side of
photograph #8 we see the same sheet shown in #8 .and #9,; before 1t was straighten-
od out.

In the right-hand side of photograph #7? we see & portion of the lower inside
of the left door panel of the rear baggage compartmeni. The location of this
sheet is indiceted on the reverse aide of photograph #15. Here again we sse the
tracks of projectiles radiating downward and away from the front of the blamket
compartment. And agein we find the same %type of “punched out™ holes produced by

high veloclity projectiles.

The nature of the damage observed in the blankets themselves is of interest.




.dowhward in the 1avatory itaelt, downward and outward in the rear baggage
" compartment and baokward toward the tail. The focus of these radiating lines

-evidende of a‘metallic or glaea contalner for explosive was found. It 1s
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For the moet part, the blankets were literally shattered; the neture of the
ronts were not clean~cut fractures but rather crushed or torn fractures {ses
photograph #4): That these blankets were folded mt the time of the explosion
1s indicated by the similarity of the location of various heoles. For the
most part, the blankets were not burned,. but areas of singeing were noted.
This might have been dua to the flame of the explosion,

The luggage of the crew; located in the rear baggage compariment, was
more or less severely riddled. Fhotographs #2 and #5 show the damage to a
Boston bag; raincoat and sweater. Theze perforations were made by small
particles of aluminum or "Dural™ sheeting, Samples of which were extracted
from the contents of the bags. The pilot‘a leather dispatch case (szee photo-
graph #12) showed excéllent evidence of the riddling effect of flying parti-
oles of aluminum sheeting. These projectiles; eoming downward and impinging
upon the surface of the dispatch case; penetrated several layers -of leatheT
in some instances: These particles of motal were heated either by the heat
of the explosion itself oxr by the terrific velocdity with which they struck,so
that there was actucl acorohing of the leather; whore the metal came into
contact with 1t,

In examining the remains of the tail of the ship, comparativoly 1little
ovidence of explcslon was found; One -of the metal .snap-fasteners which lock
the bulkhead door in the back of the rear baggaga compartment {see photograph
f18) was apparently driven through the bulkhead, doma into the tail whete it
panetrated one sheet of a-second bulkheed ‘and lodgad ifi o second sheet: The
location of ‘this tail bulkhead oen be ssen in the extrems background of
photograph #20¢

Thue we have. evidence of explosive force directed forward from the lavatory,

is in the looality of the front of the blanket oompartmant.
In considering. the nature of the explosive, 1t .should be stated that no

poseible that they were present somevhere in the halfimile of scattered debris
but were not discovered: Nelther was any portion of a c¢lockwork mechanism
found, . ﬁ

The type of damage found in the region of the blanket compartmant is typleel
of the group of so-called “high explosives," This group includes nitroglycerin,
trinitrotolusne; high-gstrength dynamite; blasting gelatin, pieric acidy Tetryl
end other nitro-arcmatic compounds. These are characterized by the high -wvelocity
of thelr explosive reaction, whioh reaches 3000 to 8000 meters per secend.

Because of this very high veloclty; thess explosives have a very high shattering
power {(brisance) and produce exeeedingly violent damage in the immediate vicinity.
The effect is to shatter objeots whioch are close to the exploaive, and drive the
ehattered partiolaa with bullet-like. velocity in radiating directions., Of this
group only nitroglyoarin is particularly sensitive to mechanical. shook. This j
is particulerly true '1f the nitroglycerin i1s impure and contaiiis free acid. This ﬁ
aondition of acidity is sometimes found in Nsoup™ used by safeblowers. :

12

Low explosives; such as gasoline vaper; 111uminating gas; black powder or
smokeless powder are very much slower in thelr rate of explosion {below 1000 meters
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per second) and produce a generalized "push® rather than a localized shattering.

Ao to the amount of high explosaive nacassanlr to produoe the amount of damage
noted in this instance; this would necessarily be a eride approximation. It
gsems likely that about eight ounces of nitroglycerin or an approximately equal
amount of blasting gelatine would be required. XLower power explosives suoh as
40% dynemite, might raquire two or three pounds to produ¢e this amount of damage.

A statement as to the qualifications of the writer in the field of explosives
was raqueated by Mr. Hoover: During the period of 1918 -« 1919 he was engaged
in the manufacture of chlorate explosives at the Monmouth Chemical Company and
the Rend~Rock Povder Compeny at Keyport, New Jersey, working in ¢onjunction with
the Chemical Varfare Service, United States Army: During the period of 1924 to

1928 he was engaged in aspecial reaeerch 1nveat1£;ation for E. I, du Pont de Nemours i
and Compeny, the problem involving dynamite. Since 1930 he has been the Assistant

Direotor of the Scientific Crime Detection Iaboz'atory of Northwastern University,
acting as thelr apacialiat in the rield of chemietry and exploaives, and alsec

for the past tmo years, as consultant to the Chiaego Police Department in matters

involving bombing end explosions:; For the past three years he has been very
frequently c¢alled upon to.make investigations of explosions in gasoline~-filling

stations, dry~-cleaning establisghments; etc., as well as in connectior with inveeti-

gations of bombs and nitroglycerin used for eriminal purposes. Several months
ege he assisted the local agents of the Bureau of Investigation in the chémical

analysia and eventual, destruotion of .soven quartis.of nitroglycerin explosive taken

in a gang raid,
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CAUSE OF CRASH OF BOEING AIRPLANE NG13304
. - for
Western Adjustment and Inspeoction Gompany,
Ghioago, Illinoia.

INTRODUGCTION

This report relates to an investigation of the
cause of the crash of Boeing airplane NC13304, which oec-
curred Qotober 1l0th at about 9 P,M. in- Indiana, killing all
geven persons aboard.

The investigation was underteken at the request
of the Western Adjustment and Inspection Company. The
United Alr Lines afforded the undersigned opportunity to
examine the available parts of the wrecked plane, and to
take perts for tests to the Laboratories, including several
of the dameged blankets; a daemeged dispatcher!s brief ocase,
and numerous small metal parts., For comparative purposes,
the undersigned wes permitted to also investigate & plane of
eimilar type and design which was reocently damaged by a gas-
oline explosion.,

A resume of this 1nvestigation was given verbally
by the undersigned in Washington December 13th for the in-
formation of Mr. Hoover of the Department of Justice, who
requeeted that a copy of report be forwarded to him as soon
as completed.

It i3 recorded here as & matter of record that in

.- answer to questions by Mr: Hoover regarding my position and
experience, I stated in substance that as Chemical Engineer

of Underwriters' Laboratories my experience in the investi=

gation of explosions of various vepor and gas-air mixtures,

(2-29 7 56~ 40
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partioularly gasoline vapor-air mixtures, extends over dabout
twenty years. My experience with high explosives has been
mainly during the past slx years and includes work with
nitroglycerin ohiefly, also blasting gelatin, pleric acld,
TRT, fulminates, and dynamites. I .designed and have super-
vislion of the high explosion station of the Laboratories.

e [

OBJECT OF THE INVESTIGATION

Avallable information indicates that while in
flight at an altitude supposed to be about a thousand Teot
and probably traveling at a speed of about 180 miles an
hour, the plane was ruptured near where the washroom was
located, as 1ndicatad on the acocmpanylng diagram marked
nz2lr, Two passengers, the tall group and a number of
blankets, a sweater, a dispatcher's brief case, and numer- .
ous metal parts fell to the ground, The ocabln together
with the wings, gas tanks, and engines continued in flight
for some distance, reversing the direction of travel and fi-
nally crashing to earth when a fire ensued, whioh burned
the oombustible parts.

The object of this investigation was to determine
whether the rupture of the plane while in flight wae oaused
by an explosion, and, if so, the nature of. the explosion.

It is to be noted that the parts of the plane
whioch were subjected to the crash and ensulng rire bhave not
been included in this examination. The oconclusions are
based on examination of those parts which were found about
1/4 to 1/2 mile away from where the fire ooccurred. Consid~ '
eration has- been given, however, Yo the record to the ef-
feot that the gas tanks when found were in suoh condition
as to shov that they had not been subjeoted tojan exploeion. ]

Evidence as to the history and source .of the dam-
aged parte 1s not included in this report but is a phase of
the Investigation. coveréd in report by Mr. Bock of the
Weostern Adjustment end Inspection Company. It is in order
to state, however, that in my Judgment the evidence on this
eppears to be well substantiated.

EXAMINATION AND TEST RECORD

As 1indiocated above, the dameged parte referred
to below fell to the earth 1mmﬂdiately following the rupture
of the plane -while in flight, and were picked up about &
quarter to a half mile from the wooded ravine where the orash
and fire ogccurred.

Exemination of those parts of the tall group which
have been recovered showed that the metal was dented and
punotured in a large number of plaoces, as shown by attached

L e AR ———s e
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photographs marked r'6" ngn, ngr - and "9", reapootivoly .1
number of rivets were ohearod on& in soms ‘cases the "heads:

of the rivets were torn from the metal., .Thé horizontal and
vertical stabilizers and that part of the ‘body ‘of the plane ¥
ad jaoent thereto were not damaged. Séveral metal parta. of . [
ths tail group have not been. found. ;

The punotures or holes in the metal referred to
above varied in size and shape. -The area of thease 'holes-
was ronghly estimated to vary from a fragtion of an ‘inch to -
about 2 .sq. in; /e boundary-lines of the holes observed
were more .0r less8 irregular or ragged; and the metal was
bent outward, indioating that the direotion of travel of the
migsile or obaeot which saused the punoture was from the in-
side -out, and in & general. direotion toward the tail,

A large number 6f small parts of, the metal exam-
1§od were found to be in most cases bent and severely twist-
od.,

Tho metal water: container from the waahroom was
damaged ag.-shown in photograph marked “10".

The metal stool from the 1avatory wag flatténed
perpendioulariy for a distance about. half its .normal =~
height: N0 evidence. of the astion of latersl forges on
this part was observed:

It is to bée noted that all -the -metal examined; in-.
cluding small pieces found émbedded in fthe brief oase and
blankets, are of the samé nature as that smployed in the con-
struotion of ‘airplanes of the type under examination, '

Awooden sestion of the floor of the washroom was
found to be broken and split ir & large number of places,
and bent downward, indieating &pplioation of a force aoting
in a downward direotion.

The oispatoher's.leather brief case is reported to .
have been in the rear meil pit, which 18 under the blanket 4
compartment, The leather forming the flap .and the front
side wag filled with punotureo a8 shown in gecompanying
photograph marked 13T, The opposite side of the brief case
was not materially.damaged, indisating that 1t was probably
face up on the floor of ﬁho Plane, when dameged. It is noted
that the leather at the sewed edges is black and appears to
have been seared uniformly. The searing was probably done
‘when the brief cage was mannfaoturoa. What appears to6 be of
much -gignifiocance is the fact that the adgées of many of the
punctures are more or less charred, indicating that the mig=
siles or objects which penetrated the leather were compara~
tively hot. Smgll pieces of metal varying somewhat in size
ware found to be embedded in the leather.

:
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- & sweater-and Boston bag were examipsd and found
to be punctured at a number of places as shown by photo-
graph marked "2", HNo evidenoe of oharring of any part of
the sweater or bag, however, was observed.

Iwo blankets were examined. Acoompanying photo-
graphs of these are marked ™37 and 747, respeotively.
These blankets were found to be badly %orn and charred in
a number of places. Small pieoes of metal were found to
be embedded in the fibers. No trace of mineral acids was
found to be present. Tests for the presence of explosives*
gave negative results.

CONGIUSIONS

It appears that at least a large number, if not
all the holes in the metal paris of the tail group were
produoed by objects traveling from inside out at a oompar-
atively high speed. HNeither a wind pressure of the order
of 200 1b, per sq. £t: nor the forece of the fall of the
metal parts to earth could oause suoh perforations in a
metal of the strength and ftoughness of "Duralumin®,

The objests which perforated tha side of the brief
case were évidently hot enough to char the leather. This
showa that not only a propellant or psroussive force was
produced but that there was a sourse of heat accompanying
it, as would be the ocase on detonation of a high explosive,

The faoct that the blankets were torn and charred
is also attributed to the aotion of high explosives. Even
under oonditions of practioally no.isonfinement the develop-
ment of pressure by high explosives is so rapid, ** the speed
of propagation being of the order of several thousand meters
per gecond, and the temperature developed being of a high
order, ﬁhat a fabric such as a blanket, if in contact with

or 6lose to the oharge, will be ahattered or torn and oharred.

......

* Note: High explosives when unconfined, partiocularly THT,
do not always completely detonate or burm.

*¥ Note: Detonation time milli-seconds for 1/10 kilogram

blasting gelatin .01l; gun cotton .016; 63 per oent
gelatin dynamite .012* data aooording to Bichel.
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In view of the evidence mentioned above, partisu-
larly the effescts shown by examination of the brief case and
the blankets, it is judged that the explosion probadly oc-
ecurred 1n the blanket compartment.

The pressure effects noted could heve been pro-
duoed by 50 per cent straight nitroglyoerin dynamite, or
even lower .strength dynamife; blasting gelatin, nitroglyocerin,

INT, nitrogilycol, picric acid, gun cotton or any high {brisant)

explosive, It is roughly estimated that the pressure effeots
observed may have been oaused by the detonation of two or
three pounds of 50 per oent straight dynemite - one half
pound of blasting gelatin or of nitroglyoerin. The evidence
apprarently does not indicate what sort of high explosive was
employed. It is considered unlikely however that pioric asid
or THT was used,

Ho wire or pieces of a detonator, batteries, or
olook, were found. It is oonsidered unlikely, however, that
a time fuse, which would give off fumes as soon as ignited,
was employed.

If the explosive was enslosed in a metal container,
the latter probably eonsisted of,®Duralumin®, as no particles
of any other metal were found embedded in the blankets ard
brief oase. ’

The detonation of a suffioient oharge of high ex-
Plosive 1n the blanket aompartment to produce the. effeots
recorded in this report would have produced an explosive
wave of sufficient foroe to stun the persons aboard and to
rupture thely ear drunms.

Gasoline vapor in air in proportions of approxi-
mately 2.2 per cent by volume when confined at an initizl
pressure of about one ailmosphere develops a maximum pres-
sure of the order of about 100 1b. per sg. in. in a period
of approximately <017 seo. but would not heat metal objects
t0 a temperature suffiolent to char leather. Richer mixtures
of gasoline vapor in air would develop a higher tempesrature
effeot but a considerably smaller pressure effect.

Aspuming a gasoline explosion in the blanket com-
partment, the initial pressure being of the order of omne
atmosphere, the forces developed would not be suffioient to
géoount for the destructive and loocalized effects previous-

¥ noted.
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A gasoline vapor-air mixfure under certain conditiéns
may be-detonated, with the rapid development of forees of &
considerably higher order than those Produsced by an ordinary
gasoline explosion (vibratory phase}. It would hardly be
possible, however, under the conditions prevailing for a deto-
nation of gasoline vapor in the washroom or blanket oompartment
to ocococur, If a detonation of gasoline vapor had occurred in
the cabin; the plane would have been completely wrécked while
in £1ight.

orash, of thig plane was primarily due to, or at least was
gocompanied by, an explosion which was produced by -a high
{brisant) .explosive.

In the opinion of the undersigned, the cause. of the

Respectfully submitted,

A5

& ‘H. NUCKOLIS
Chemical Engineer )

ABN:BIS
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WESTERN ADJUSTMENT AND INSPECTION COMPANY
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HEAD OFFICC=-CHICAGO DIRECTORS
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R.HL.AYAN, SPECIALMSKE SypT, . C HARDING G.R. TUTTLE
SPECIAY. RISKS DEPARTATENT
December 29, 1933
Mr. Thorp Hiscock, Vice Preslident
United Alr Lines, Inc.
LaSalle Wacker Bullding
Chicago, Illinois
RE: ACCIDENT INVOLVING BOEWG NC-13304
OCCURRING SEPTEMBER 10, 1933
NEAR CHESTERTON, INDIANA
Dear Sir:
Conférming with a request of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the L

Department of Justice, that we submit a brief resume of our findings
on above accident, we are addressing this communication to you to
be Incorporated with your report, the report of Mr, A. H. Nuckolls,
Chemical Englneer of the Chicago 0ffice of the Undervriters Labora~
tories, and the report of Dr, Mushlberger of Northwestern Unlversity,

Qur position in the matter was that o6f investigators and adjusters
for the United States Aviation Underwriters who carried a policy of
insurance against the peril of explosion on this airplane,

Immediately upon recelpt of Information about the accident the writer,
accompanied by our lr. R. M. Ryan, Surerintendent of Special Risk
Losges, visited the scene of the accident where we observed the charred
remains of the fuselage, wings, and motors. Identification of the

ship was made by the unburnéed portion of one wing and the numbers on
the motors. ' ' '

1
T

I|
4

From the position of the various parts which could be readily identi-
fled 1t was ascertained that the ship struck the ground inverted,

Wle also inspected the tall group consisting of rudder, vertical fixed
stabllizer, horizontal stabilizers,:f¥ippers, and a portion of the
extreme tail ond of the fuselage which were lying in a plowed field L
approximately one-bhalf mile West of the main wreckage. Scattered

about this field were various parts of the airplane identified as
being part of the mall pit, stewardess! compartment, blanket compartment,i
and tollet compartment, end also parts belonging to the seats In the ]
main cabin, These objects were of various sizes and shapes and all
were torn from the inslide out as though penetrated by obstacles
traveling at high velocity.

¥ie next attended " the coronerts inquest conducted by Coroner Carl M.

. “CO-OPERATION IS THE FLOWER OF CIVILIZATION”
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Davis of Porter County, Indlana where ve llistenéd: to the testimony
of five witnesses which In substance indlcated that the ship was
flying on a level keel, apparently in no trouble, in a Westerly
direction at an aXtitude of from 1000 to 1200 feet. There vas a
sharp roport as from an explosion which rattled windows In houses
at least one-half mile away. The testimony further Lndlcates there
was no fire Immediately following the explosion and that the ship
reversed its direction and was next seen headed East In a steep gllide
and finally crashed into the ground where the gas tanks burst, fire
ensuing which consumed most of the wreckage. The testimony further
indicated that the motors were heard to continue functioning until
the ship struck the ground.

Fivo bodles were recovered from the malin wreckage, and two bodles iden-
tified as passengers vwho are thought to have occupled seats nine and
ten which are the two rear seats of the cablin were found approximately
three quarters of a mile due West of the maln wreckage.

It 1s thought that when the exzplosion occurred the inertla carried
the ship forward a short distance before the forward motion was
overcome and that the two passengers were thrown out when thé ship
reversed its direction and flew inverted. into the ground at a point
about three quarters of a mlile due East of where the hodles dropped.

After carefully scrutinizing the parts not damsged by fire and parts
that were found at a ‘considerable dlstance from the main wreckage.
and summing up the testimony of the wltnesses, we were of the opinion
that a violent explosion. had. occurred within the airplane and we re-~
quested that all of the parts be transported to Chicago for future
reference, -

We then solicited the ald of the Underwrliters Laboratories and se-
cured the services of Mr., A. H. Nuckolls, thelr Chemical Engineer

who . 1s an guthority on explosives. Varlous articles which were
fdentified by the writer as having been a part of or in this alrplane
vwereo sulmitted to the Underwriters Leboratories for examination

and sclilentific and chemical analysis. ¥You have a copy of thelr ro-
port which is self-explanatory and which corroborates our theory

that &.violeht &xplosion occurred within the alrplane and, vias the
direct result or at least a contributing factor in the destruction

of the alrplane,

in conclusion we might add that we considered the results of our
investigation to be conclusive enough to recommend that the United
StatesAviation Underwriters recognize a clalm for explosion damage
in the smount of $62,321.69. L

" There were, of course, numerous phases of the investigation which are
not covered by this repcort but 1t will be our pleasure to give you
whatever addlitional information you may require.

,‘&y
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January 5, 1934. &&‘U

HMFMORANDUM

a

Colonel. Gates telephoned with reference to the
article appearing in the Washingbon Post this morning in .
which a statement is -set forth,’ alleged™to : haveobeen nade
by the Attorney General, to the effect that the United
Air Lines plane was destroyed on October 10, 1933 by a

bomb. I advised Colonel Gatss that we are expect.ulg a

report upon this matter from the United Air Line rep-
resentatives who called at my office several weeks ago,

.and that I felt we should meke no statement cqnceming_-

the cause of the crash.

“ Rego ' =
RD N Sy y eyt
. w2 =2778S-F/ )
. . .. DIVISION OF INVZST.G4T.0H

_ AJAN 12 1934 .
t__JAN ._li. b 1934 U, s.-“r T TR j’t‘@ﬁ
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e 8D MESOTARDUM: FOR ASSTETANT Arﬁm}:r ﬁfzimn:imm
(%193 -

T &x sttachiog herewith ¢opy of a suzmary roport prapared
by -Special Atent Jy J. Eeating, ®t Ohlcago, Illivois, on Hoveaber
14, 1933, entitled Unknom: Subfects = Crash of Drlted-Afr Lines

- Tredbport Plane fNC~13304y ' -

I am s}8o enclosing hervewlth photestatic copy of a letier:
addressed t6 this office by lr. Thorp Hiseack, Vico President of
the Unfted Alr Lines, under date of Docember 29, 1933, togéther with
its éniclosures, consipting of a report of the exsmination of the.
wrockage;. dated December 26, 1933, eignéd by Cs We Luehlbergers o
Réport of the causo of tho tragh) dated Decenber 21, 1933, sighed .
As He Nocklls, -Chenical Enginders a lotter -addrddsed +& thé- balted
- Mz Iihes by-Oy N Mughlborgery deted Qoteber 14, 1933 4 letter -
.addressed to Mp, Thorp Himcock, Vice Prepident of the United Alr
Lines,. dated December 29, 1933,. regarding becident involving Boeing .
‘plene; signed Mo F. ‘Bock, AdjJuster, together with twanty photozriphs
and twp blueprinte )i of wiich agconpanicd the lotter addvessed to
" thls office dnted Tecenber 29, 1933, by lir, Thorp Hiscock; of tha
United ALT Linesy, L C o
A copy of the sucmary regort in this cdfp wae.seht to Uk.
Rickard Bs Peulett, of the Aeronautics Bréonch of ihe Departmeat of
Coxferéas on Mpveuber 18, 1933, énd T en st this tine formarding fo
Ur, Peulatt a topy of] tho letted raceived frox My, Thorp Hlscock,
dated Decembor 295 1933, with §ts enclosuras, o
. I thought youshould be fully informed, and tha} you should -
.have an opportunity of qapsidering the facts disclosed by the 4n—
vestigation mide by this Division at Cllceps, eid glsewhere, &5 wéll
as. the facts disclosed through tho technicel fuvestipaticn made by
‘tha United Alr Lines, &and the Dppartment of ‘Conzerces -

It will be approciated Af after cohslderstien of thin materiel,
cr

v FJou will adijiée_ rhether any further investigadion should bo wade,
< . 1 the fadts subxitfed ‘to the United States Attornogy, - .

o~ Under-Aebe-0L-Tamary 2y, 1934, T Tecoivod g foriualention fron

.o iy -ct’r;&ﬁg&b;gﬁﬁggggﬁsﬁ ithat informet4on tad been yocelved there
\:‘1‘ Rkt s 11 )0 IR .
s, 20 P, ' T
.‘,‘s‘ﬁ;-’?*-ll GRESIEM & T s AL ¥ AT |\
"‘l& LI S LS V- S ,"j’ - ;& 'S \"‘\L T
. I h.' b._ T = -.-_ - ' ’(‘} - \‘ ™ s
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}. ADCRESS REFLY TO -
“THE ATTORNEYT GLNERAL'™
AMD REFER T
DRITLALS AND MM T3

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D: C.

WGG:FF

January 1l7; 1934.

N -
Hl‘!["?‘t‘r! rm':

JAN 191934 fii MEP.IOR@Q’D[M FOR MR. HOOYER.

Receipt is acknowledged of your memoreandum
dated Janvary 10, 1934, in reference to the .crash of

aotlnited Alr Lines Transport plane on October 10
1933,

The evidence so far procured in this matter
tends to demonstrate very clearly that the crash of
the plane and consequent loss of life was caused by
high explosives placed in the plane by unknown subjects.
I think that this investigation should continue and the
facts be presented to the proper U. 3. Attorney.

8.
Jgs B.. KEENAN
Assistant Attorney General.

——
-
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.k REPLY REFER TO D D
¥ Rer.No. ' C

4 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

AERONAUTICS BRANCH
. WASHINGTON

January 18th
- 1l 9 3 4

L - Mry Jo Ee Hoover’
Director, Division of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

O
Re: Accident -~ Chesterton, Ind.
October 10, 1933,
NC-~13304.
Dear 8ir:
This 1s to acknowledge and thank you for
your communication of January 10th, together
with enclosures (twenty-two exhibits consisting
of photographs and blueprints) relative to the

above-captioned crash,

Yours very truly,

Richard 8. Paulett,
Chief, Enforcement Section.

ot
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UNITED STATES BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION =~ °

i} Form Xo. 1 ! ;
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CIEIGJLGO‘; 1Ly D]B ) FiLE NO. 5-.&18‘31.
REPORT mn: AT: DATE WHE. FADET PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: f‘nzrom' MADE BY: . . . -
: ’ ":[_J_ﬁf._,g, ] T |
Ghisage, Flly e zfs o 2/33/.,4 W. CARYER BAUM - B -
| e | _pnumcrm or&m . - )
TRINCT: SUAIEGTC rac3 3 TIITEDLAR IO ©
; TRLP:'(I'{T ELAID 1:’3; u-*luﬁﬂé
/
SYNOPSIS or FACTS: Ls T4 Tubdy; brother of sg=pilot Ruby F
. . . of fll:fatdd plengy stated tkat Pilot ) A
: STl _ Larmody Cleveland; Chtoy was tho pilet ‘
; - ) : vio Lad Infereitially threatonod Tuby
N . - for rot joining the Idlotst Uniony - Es
» _ - Pax Lott, vicesrrcaidenty Uaitod Afr

Linosg sub=ftted the 1ia.t of paesongors
Fho hed cancolled thoir rozervaticns
for Trip #23 o Ceétober 10, 1933,

Py

FSSEECNCD  Deport of Spoefal Ashnt Fe Fe Eexting, Chicare, ’ -
- I11ingte, ﬁatod 11/34/236 | .

Chitago Office lotter 4o Division dated 1/2/04,. ‘
Divisién letters ¥o Chitapo deted 1/9/34 and 1/2503%, { .

i DETATIS S AT GTICAGO, TIITHOIS.

Lré Le Iy EChy wns eomloyod by I"qrold SAT & CUTPLIY,

N . Poo::l L1719, Tenltgrs Duildies; chicvago, Tllinociee o ¢alled at the

l U Caleard Divisfon QOffi¢e ernd ind.tc:ltccl that his b:rothor* tho ccepilot.

.o ¢f tho plane which craehod on Ca¥oher 10, 1CT3; A» Ty Fudby, hed not

_ Joined tho Pilots® Taichay end botazse of hia aotica in thin xezard

i - he bkad beex sabjosted ta variocus ﬁ::.‘:.arm@‘ﬂ-‘;'-c:lts; It ap earaqd that on

: », #3e etéasion g pilot £ckod Tuby 4f hg intendad to jJoin tho uhiom gnd -
I _ fregoived B rdcativo résponce, a8 pilot veplyips thet that was il ho

" wentod 1o kncw, Op tha potim trip the pilot appacred at tha sirpert
Jreccod in a hoavy winter flying cullt althouch the woathor wos still

oo HOT.WRITE [N 'THESE s'.mc:s

T rmemper

e a—— o ' ” j T3 nscongwmo mnmm
O s (0207574
1 N R P o 7l
S T R ATES .

oor:s:sor'm:sn:bom'mmrsmm UnIED B CHECKETBEE TS ‘- R

. Dirletes T K T | cp 01 A MRS\ 1 52 S
: 3elf Lako o 2 - f *' E “’ q f IAEKERDTT ¢
: To® Yors « 3 ’ ) nunn;w oF m\rmaa%ou L . . 3
. Dotroit & 2 . “ROUTRD Tg7. P"{lﬂ!‘; 7 T " ) ; T vwﬂ‘l
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 arne During thia trip ther haa.’vily draaaea pj,]_ot kqpf. tha mndpwﬂ T

' in the pilotrd aabﬁon open A1l ths tite so et Fuby ﬁ,u.ffcroa. ine. .
tensely frox the coldy At the tiré of his first ¢all at this DEffice
Lir¢ Ruby 31d not Krow the nerms of the pilok; but said that he would
.obtain this nexe, Urs Ruby was interviewsd on I‘abmary 65 1934, afe
tei he kad becr requosted by gl;gne 10 secure thig informations He
ehid that thiy pilet who had Bo thrgatenaa his brother -was. one Larped - .
of. clevelanﬁ, ohioe He also. indicated that he underatoqd; that w‘ﬁqn P

' . . thé uhion tronblé Was: brewiig.botrieen thé pilots apd the Bniteﬁ Alr

' Lines, that. }re Lott; the opemting rhnaget in Ghicazoy Imnoiq-,
“hdd .cailed in thé ¥aricus pilots. one by one, and hed questioped ther
nogarding their ‘allogfence to the company, and hed rade & iist of :

the pilots, placing them i throe -claasifidations vkich were; o,
-atrongly uniony those not detigedy and thase :LoyaL ta the dompauyw = ..

‘ : Sinte the crash, of the plané: ;n quegtiony Lifa Raby -
. bgid thet thora Jigd been $wo othar érashéd of Diited Air Linem .
*plaﬁea » Org fxt ghe. vicinity of Jjoliet; Illinois, and fhe other -'-

. i1 fhe vicintiy ot Porbtland, Orégons He paid that inquiry inte o
the uvifon activities of the wyaridus pilots inmlved in these grasheés
night he of intexest, a]:bhohgh ho had: not' had t[r.:s 30 maka eny
invostiga.tion in tnis reparde - g ,

' ‘' 1 . For the in:l'om&tiqn uf the ne'!:roi:h and’ ‘tha I{ew. ¥ork - -,

- Ofﬁicqa, 1% F111 be noted thaf the £irst Ietter;og';’ yofarence fron '
tha Division suegosted that the corylaint of 1o, Ly Es Ruby that
his brother,. tia co=pilot, had bgen inferentially thigatened be
fubther davelopedy @nd that 1% be-msportained whether thia partipus

- lar pilot bad any opporiunity of placing ARy objaot on, hoard the
plana in quaatd.en on Octobar 10, 16334 °

The: second J.ette: of :;-efaréntze ‘suggessed. thex dawlop,n _
mn‘t of the abovy ment-:loneq Tgad, and.’ it &lsor ;suggesteﬁ. & rovieR ~ "
- 6F the £114; and fndicated thad atter this raview hed: beeén corie -
platad that thé facts ih the fakp should be submitted to ihg proper
United ates Attornsy fox his oplnion as to. prosedutiong

Ars Es Py Lothy operating mahager and Tiee-gred: dent ;.
| of» ths Unfted My finesy with officas e} 5936 South Cloerd: Awnw, - -
- 'Ras in'ﬁe:}ﬁ,ewed 4n February 8, 1954-., at which tipe he stated that ~ =
ﬂhartonﬂ, Iarpab', was & pilob amployed. by that company and that
_hig 'address was 3415‘? L.aa‘f:ick Roady Horth Olrstend) Oh‘iox afiich is
a Suburb ofCleévoland, The record of Farned showed that on Qctober
10; 1933, ha laft Howaxk* Wy T 6izport at 12:30 Al and a::ri:q'ed
in the Glevelend, Ohio; airport at B:;36 A% Tarned remainéd ab
- this pqat until 4:20 Pyl On Qctobér 11; 1833, when he left on Trip -
#ay I¥ gecms that the plene Lok rc-,»wso& a.rr,tved at Glavelmd Chidy
_frcn :tfemrlc, He .?,.; ab a’bou'E 8357 qubp on Qc‘ho‘ﬁez' 101 1935, It mnj
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; the;ai‘ore.;, Bmagen ‘that I.arnqﬂ. was in Claveland -or the- vicinity &t

the €ire that his plane grrived, althoush Ly Lottt said that i% -
mag very doubtful that Tarned would have ‘boon at the flying fieia:

g% that ime, bt would rather havo bepn &t his homs. o

Wi th i‘riends*

kr. Lott adnitbed the fact that he had guestipned the varfous- pﬂota
and qoepilots et tha tine of the “nion activities and %hraatenaﬁ
strike during the lsst woek 4in Septomber 19333, He said- that ‘he-

started this questioning about tvwonty-foir Hours before: the' aiYegod, Lo
.Btrike was Bufposed to .ptarti He 3eid that ho was angious o kndw

Just hox many pilots Bé coulid .doﬁni“haly count ony sincé: i was the
dotemination of the United Alr L fres fo eontinpo opératfons in
spfte of tho pilotst strike £ 1t should develdps He said that he

did not interview all of the pilots g2 course;. buk only

thoge pilots

¥ho errived at the Ghiveszq airport during the Houns in questions
Among the. pilots Whoh he @14 .. : question; hoquqr,; word Larngd;

| Tarpent and Ribyi . Ho stated that Tarned had &n@fcgﬂ;ﬁq that ha stood.l

wiih the uhion and. {ntenaed to stand by the other men in ~l;ht-:n,i’.:r 5. T
deavor 40 cbtoin higher wagess Tarropt way in tHe oXass Which' ire -
dicatad that ho had not made up hi's mind, Ruby Had indicated that -
e ;!('ntendecl to stand by ‘the company. I, Lot said that from his
obsemtions he cpns:‘,derad Iarnpd an wxcellent pilot* and - ﬁhﬁe

it was very possibls that thia men tay have snu,jgcted, Ruby $o.the
incoavonioncs mntionqd,. it.was- very una.glkely that. he would, Yegért.

" 49 any. abtual viblenge;,’ vthatf, it Lalt, Iained was ofde of the ‘pilots:
#ho had gssisted the company ‘Brembnddualy in gotting the piZoys -
"back to Santhy* After the union trouble had been sotiléd; thé

a

threatened strike ‘aid not develep in spite of the new wage sca:l.o

, - whith wag pu:l.‘. into aflect by the Unitad Alpr I.inesL

Br, Lokt said fhat :E.aqu hasx a: *tendency ¥6 blush. an&‘
b0 saizciry and that those peenlieritiés. gould nndgubiedly cqm, .

t_o the tdre‘ it .ha mre qp.eatj.onéd ahout this: b:q,t?ﬁa;mr

E :
B "

A I.O‘E't ﬂﬁ:[ﬁ tha'ﬁ he ﬁid Ilc‘b thi\nlc tha‘t thé union

3raahes, Fe sdid that the. crash nedr Joliety IXllinois;

; iha& mutping to do with the eresh in question or with the other ime

was that of

-a Guited Alr ‘Eingsfg'.lane goming Lyori Sts Louils with only iHe ghigf

Yegular pasfenget schodule;. ‘bub-was merely for the

1, ",:‘.otbb faddy. He alzo. sﬁated tha.t his achedn‘la showed .

, pilo*lz; the cospilot and the .stowardess -dboard @@nce 11: waa dok-om &

oge of dﬁli'vo:q

- ing the Plang for- soryice in Chicagoy - A1L of these thrce paraéns sieTo’
kiXied in thig trashy apd the. felson £0% the. ¢rabh has peps.a nystery

that-‘the -

" pilot-who was £1ying the plane. nedy Joliek had baen, one- of those vho

kad indicated that he Was with the unjon, and the co-pilot or made

o
- * rd -
. . R &

‘eboard this plane had jJust entered the service of tho Tnlfed Aix
Ilnogy end in consoguenee hia uajon afﬁlianons had mt. Yaen de‘tgrmined

|
P
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“and .ﬂa had séa:'oely had *t-ima to b& daﬂni‘;ely approached on thiaf
mtter«; ) s

In connecti,on with the erash a‘b Portland, Gre:;onj.
T i, I.ott sald that the gause of this crash hed been detor:zined
and fdat 1% had been decided that thé crash was caused by an

 grror in judgmnt on the part of the thief pilofy -rrhq wa3 killed .

dn=aill accident.p % appaq,rs inat the airport at Portiend; Oxediny
1iss {u & holiom 6b yélley, eand 1% 1s the custon to bakeaolf ard -
avr,i.ng an;und aveiding the side of & hill o® wpountain £n doing 804
Theére-wss g fog -at the tice of this pakeedff ané the pilot aX1swed
tho. pland. t6 Teave the fivld.at en .anglo. instead of on the rath
usually taken, ‘which: plased him nearer to this hill thern he would
othe:nr:l.ab haye been, end in s:onaequent:a the erash ensuedq..

Mry Loth sa:t,d tHat the anioua oi’fioiala in the e

. &y 1de hed heen convihicad thak. Yhe crash on OStober 10 1655,

Bas Gaused by sane. pigh éxplosdye pladed in the hlankaﬁ &omam S
“ment of thi: 5 plane, aithough ho tald that ma Jonclusion Jia.d eYer .
“beer’ reﬁched. a8 1'0 the Teasop “for the piaclng of this explosive

" on board, the. “glane,, of a8 to tha idemtiky af the pérson who placed -
5o axplosive ix thet conpantmsnt.. )

Hrs Lott ata,ted tha’b ‘tho .&1::' Lihas: “Pﬂ.ota*’ ,A,ssociatj.on

.o wag fhe: mﬁon to vhi‘,ch He: roferipred gﬁnd "ﬁat ‘one, Pavid Ly Behteks

W28 the presi,de‘nt, Ong Bawaid: Gy - Tton was the. businecsi agent, and
oue Jack Dats wam 6186 a business agenbs ".‘Be)hp‘cka is Spppeséd to ba '
unpaid, and the quest.iozi 1d ‘cow up to the pilots a3 to whothor he .
ghould resign frau the United Af{x lines and receive o salary as
p::asident of the: union, or mhether the predident should Terain an
unpaid offigpr; Tdward G« Hamiltony & former air 1ile pilot; is now
‘Fecepving pay frof this: union, tut ﬂoes not do mny flying for eny ree

gular trapsport dines Jack Oats, formerly operatéd . the flying sera -

viwe dn the Fidinity of* Ghibggo 1 ¥linois; Mr; Lott ata‘bedk and 9f
'bha threa would he the only-ong Who would have any pbs'sibili‘l:y of.
gangétér associationgy Hre Tott did mot krow that Oats had dver
£1loWh Plapds for séngsters, bt seid that gengaters usually need the
'I:y;ge qf sarvice which Gata opbgpated et one tinmgs

' it j.a ‘noted that this pj.lots‘ sSocia'hion 13 ca.r.ried
. 4 the talephione dirgetoiy a3 the. Tntoinaticpal Atw Line' Pilogst
.. Bespcigtion, and is. lgcated at. 3145 1‘&!31:l BBrd. "%x;eet and ‘the t;lo-&
-~phone nuzbér is Hemlogk 5015, 1!!:. Tott Haid- thag '!:his &Haociatinn .
Waa affiliated aﬂ.th the }.mG:ida‘n Federaﬂon of Babo;"‘
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s Poiiew of the, ﬁ le 1pdioa.tea« thet 'bhq_ ia:ioua phe.sea of thj.g
" cage have been fully develqped except that ne explenation has
. beén givan as yot to the prckage that Emil Shrmith ‘wag. Garrying
“‘waile ho was a paaaonger on this plunaf, _ :

\ 88 i‘ollowa, '

'\3*

‘Beference. is medo i;o the répoft of Te T, Koatingt

, da‘bed 11/34/3%; in Which Iiv. 1 aloney, a yeporten of the. GhL ¢ago.

BELbunsy, inaipated that Shmith had bben in law York iy pomeotion.

' with &’ rumbogt transactiony and that this man hed had difffculties

wikh a fozan; ré1lie Balston, 5045 Winnemae Avenue, Chicagos Ti1ia

‘noidy #his reporper alsc Was aware of the fact that t‘1:.::111:]1 ‘had
. taken out Insprande before maling this trips Dud to thasé allegpe

tions, although the previoug investigations indicato that Shmith

was of good gharacter, it-would appesr to ba aﬂ,v&.sahlo to intorview

‘,tlallie Ralaton for an'y 1nformt:lon t]:a.t she ::ar ha.fa,k

+

tarvierei £or dofinite infordation a3 to the reasom for the caby
cellation of. this tyip,. aYthough it is doubtful 1f thiy warrants
extensive. investigation to- lodate @artd.es who ‘may no# be. ALLfie
‘cult to Jocats t.hrough hotel recorde and ‘ﬁhd :l:ikeac The: lzst 1a

o

o norage ’regorts s ;t:anomng Tetosl of pesdsHAbTE, Wit Tied
AL ‘space rdgerved, on Tﬁip 23 o:‘: 0 ctobor 10 and gere cancé],;l.ed ‘

-ox trapsfdrrbd~

Ha -Ce Lacﬁ‘e.ll. {or LcPhall) haéL spacq reserved.oh. THp 23
of October 10 but ¥ronsfarred 4o Trip 21y Mr, imcellfs
addreas is.-shown on: the Atditorts coupon of his titket as:
11 Pol%on P:I.f.a.c:e,L Badbnn, N} 3y (Radbulr is given on the
Anditor's coupon as ETx I aeFellts address but . find no
-gutk fity 10 the A¥las or Rellroad Guidd: This mey have
been intehded Por Led Benk and the clerk who. nyoté this
fJoTm Ay have misunderstood what the pangonger todd -hime})

+  Lou Fox originally had régerved. space on !I‘rip 25 of Ogtobor
10 But transferred tq Trip 55 Eis gddrass s glven bn the.
Ruditorts whpqxx of hig *ticket as 230 uqu‘bh Si’iata S‘tree.t 4

: Ghi"-'qgoj- )

Groge aJ.so r‘opqrta that Chaa‘ Gytes "a ‘ﬁenver Rubher iany
. wag transferred £rom Trip 25 of Detohor 10 $o ‘i‘rip 23 of
. Octobst 11y ¥Wo osnm fihd Hy record of thia pojcenfer rid.tng
o.n."“rip 23 of Gcto‘be:l: llq. i

. o Poder daté of I‘e’i‘mmry 12, 1984, I:fr. E. P& 'tht mr-a
nishea . agent. by i'tette;- a list of thq vaPious -partips %o be- ina
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Lanroy Teports as follows: . ¢ L

H¢ Bromn btooked for @rip 2% of Octobex 10 miled. ’bo show up
Tor this trip bub flew from Rewark to, Chicago on Trip 93
"hﬁraday, QOctober 12 L. Brown was traveling on tho yes -

- tam portion of his: Chicagoultaw York tickaty, s address
ia shown, on, thé .é.uai;tor's cou;pon as He l'u bxgﬂn; JBQ&:G. q;l‘
"‘I‘ﬁﬂe B]-dSQr' Dh:;cégtn

I C. Emald {polieved tp be Treasurer of Pierga-mow] va6
Hooked on Trip 23 of October 10 btut {fuiled ¥o show up for

that trip and flow froan Nowatk fo Chicage on Trip 17 of q
Octobor 10, His address is shown on the Auditorts éocupon -
of 4is ticket ag I Cy Imald., 532 I.’a:rnel I%’prth, 'I.’onowandﬂ, )
N‘Y* _w' , L . Y LA
P Spauldipg, #hoge aﬂd::eéa 13, givgh by Gonray as.
115 East Blst S4regt, Now York City, vas booked for Trip
25 of Oc¢toher 30 tut caﬂcelle& end Plew Trem Newexi to -
Ghiqago op TH.p 1‘2 of the BAmD lla’r.a, ,

L3

Lo t

;!.:iss Anh Crensbqu ‘wag ‘booked. ,ﬂor Tedp 23 oit Oc‘bober 10 g
‘bub panenllsd and Tlew fhom, Netiark to Cht cafo on Trip A7 . :
" of thé Same dtés L, Oongoy £aye’ the padtess" of iss.
Crénchaw-as being the .seme aé DX, Spaulding'a., 115 Fast
- 61sg Streetd, Hew Fork G:i.'ﬁy‘, but thé Audltorts qoupon gL
her ticket shows her addreaa as 32Q Tast 4214 Gtheet, New
YOI":: Cftih

-

t

m:'aﬂ B+ Gaurg hag rsaerva,tibn i:con Revark ‘bQ Sag. i‘ranc;tsco "
. v%o-Teave ofi Trip 23 of Qotober 10, tut cancélled, gmne:* .
" {Iangss ag thé' reason for ihe cgncpllatiqn, ?ia ‘hyd o oLy
- .address ;I?Qr this part;n i = . .
Mo, Gorm],ey +he had ::eaerwc& gpace qn Trip 2% of Octqber
10 ¥ Cloveland did on to Lowisville, -cdncelled and flew
" %0 '0levelapd on Trdp 17 of the sema datog His nd&resa .
is giveh as 25 Brosdwdy, HNew York crbyﬁ, o have np. racnrd. ‘
of j.rr, Gomeyra inid ales. _

NP ="" s\* .

. A Y, Benneft whqae addreas 1,9 g:;u;ah a8s the I.e‘xington Hotel,

Kew York City, was booked. on Trip 23 ot Cetdber. 10 but c...nc.elle'dg
Yo lave ;&o .f:urther address for thit} pasoengorﬁ o




. _ o7 -

“ -. i . . . ’ Y ’ )
A I.ﬁ'. Stein w;hoae addresa k- given &% t,ho Pennsylvanl& Hotél
ffaw York City, had reserved spice nn Tilp 23 of Usfober 14

frca Kewark fl:a Cleveland: bt cancolleda Tio- Bavo no Turthar
address for this passongers

Frank Cohen, whosp eddiess 18 g.\ren on his ticket as 146--
‘ --_CBntral Park Ueat, Kew York city, had raserved gpaece oh -
Trip 23 Of “Octoked 10 butk ¢ancelled bis roservation oh T
thie trip aﬁq. transfened it 16 Trin-P of -Octoher 12, ' ' Co

Therc L dlso set forth 4n this report a list of the

passengers Who had trovaled on this plano from Oétoher 1y 1933 o
Cetober 10, 19234 'The nwrber of thesg pasgéngers. end thg results
to. by obtainag fron Intervieéwing them ard. 4uch that no leads ave
beiug indisated; at this. time for- inderviews with any ‘ol" thage "

. Passongergy dbul il is requestbd tbat the varipus officha i3 which

) " this Fepoit 18 sent notics these yarioug names :3u ¢rder o deternine

r , whothar eny.of the persons, fisnticned nay be identificd g8 parties.

- 1ikel¥ to be engaged in ¥riminal purspits; and p&rticula'rly such:

rrimeg as would ‘neg¢essitate the carryfng of high explosives such as.,

: nitrqsh'wnn# ' , )

: : | IO mmIB 1820 t‘:‘bober 1, 1933 .

L
F

-{mm‘.mm - EROM a0 M_.&mmmss op.mssmm

16X-1701, chigagé T oledo As .gz;lgpder,gos (tacker Ity Chiclgo
10.#3-.13451 o Cloveland. a¢vmm,11 Wsd2nad Sty;New York G,
. ESK4ed8Y w _ llemark Semngj.ndqrrinotej, Laxk Hopkius,

San Francisco
(0t $% San Yrapciséo e'eo A4lly Septy. B7). .

1.'21“1'}!29 . ""Chicégo: liemrk © 7 CabeFinny 26 Grove Sty New York C:I.t;y
Agesigy 0w 7 Ny Bi Garter,908 Uy Mifebell Ste ¥
L _ : Igflwaukée,, Tisy ‘
1228765 . n - TaBykchulitieyefo Condutt €ablg Cos -
i Brooklim, Ns Y :
12256320 " n R Te mbeiag WsB0th Sty I\BW York
122»?0.'29 L v Ifrsm¢ﬁgﬁmerpoh:t, 08 Serdin,
. . ' ) . v \ -, ,‘J&nesﬁlie ?j.s *~
. Iaz-.'zcao oo L S \ ‘ﬁ‘q.Hgmeztpohl; £6 S4lnil, :ranesﬁ:llle :
o L 16242607 . ‘Polede - Clovelamd Yy Dykenan, 2117 Bobmfood AyesToleds
" 'ESR4e2412 Gleveland Tewark - . Ta% ¥ardastein,Hollendopn Hotol
Clevedland .

o (Refu..d mede on Fewars o Cleveland Fordion of iigket)
102511202 claveianct Newark I.. Dleety Kollenden Eotal,cloveland







&g O &

TICKEF WR3TR: FROM
12305058 Glévolend
1275156 Toiedo

»

L]
.

Ls SKS\BI. 090
.,)039.2855

12494271

17deqg72
. 1245167

Tpab5e0
© 102wld47
m,zualag

LeBe5929
123&0930 '
12205931
123&5‘3.42.
1731655
1’?5918;,0\

15453900
| ’50&5951
50344480
sosasann,
01518}
$0d04ide

10M391

12&7039 ‘ __

EI'.'RIP %9 Octobor .4.,, 1933'

20 .

Chizago.

L1

e
s

‘NA.I...- 8.. ADDF"S OF PASSE.GE’H]

TebylerwingefoChain Ball co,mmaukm
SeWiBratz TragFort Lefes Hotoely
Toledo

Gifcago
" 1,

TRIP 25 & Ootobex 2, 1933

¢leveiand
o

' :.*?E',Eamel !Faat.f;iald +Ear

Agl.,.Bfe‘mor*'SDsﬁ HgﬁEth pts.uﬁ.lmulma

E;E&Spetmngcify Ball,Counell Dlufts
Iag

HaRsSull ivap,SOB ‘Bueldd :cye a,Glevela:n

B*G.;Sul’JLivan}SOS L

EyEjAtigering , Internal Revenue BI&g,

, Waskington ;D404

I+H.Hasiazg¢’?14, Boalbénd,ﬂeatﬁald;:r
PLIoF Meg giibon,Boding Aly “ranépowt
60 c.anpany busix}ess) ’

Gloveland:
3 . Ii‘
4,
1 b
n
“r
L3

Chicega. - |

. B¢G3Kilpatrick;306 Sildchigen "

FaByBeneloy,1680- Ex}:iller Stmkron,o
HyLﬁSchxptz,].IO S:.-Dea::bdrnichlcago :
T+l8Cexsony IBRG Divarsey Phwye. ™
TeRaButheford Falm 0live Bldgsy #

Frenk Kalosg,lela Patk,Cleveland

M;Wﬁqhelaon,:rruleﬁ oilber Bk
",Ei;la:tsburgh 3. Pag

H;Ogﬁarritmn,EzoOa#l I;aSalié Bld,_,q:

. Chigagy . 3

- A‘;Sglanfox:djlpgcf oﬁaﬁfpz‘d Mrlines :

Sionx Citﬂ‘j Jayu . . :

TRIP 8 & Qstober 5;. 1933

Chichgo
b4

s f.

Clavelandg,

. -aH.‘l?anilbih,zO N;T"acke!: Br.p,,chit:{agof

Mrs DsEallorang801 S4Citzus Ave
Tos Angélas; Galidy -
‘Ltss Tuolle Alten,833 $,I.ari'fo::a,
¥Los Angeles
Cx34Bonrg,Union Tiust Bldgu o
Washington,DsCe )
Jaroy Bmdley;*LSI larket S
Seni Frencisco
Fred Searls p14 Tall, Styyliow York













TICKET O,
102214892
171856
1245775
1-:4:-5563
503+11105;

10210234
12246988

. gard 131

aL

ey

102+4473
10117840
NER4:1EQ7
17121974

17.‘191975 o '

171&*2"99

l"?l&,%_‘?;’l
102212959

102<14452

- 1723984

109912474

172+2738
1326274,
1226879

. 222-6931"

1227155
161-18405 -

12625205
1265266

10234488 .

c15e
. .

4RID 14 5 Votoderg, 1835

% ¢ ATDRESS OF PASITNGIR

FEOM “9a LA? :
Chicngs:  Glreyoland Lrs. LeWightnoan;18%% Jacksonr NyEy
Yashineton,D.Cs.
n n, ‘I:;Gat'{rightmﬂ,la'% Jackson Ste
. L -, LashinztonyDyCs .
L : DsH;Edm{aton,a?J. Elchurst Ava,
- . Elvhursty I1ls.
s e CeOriman,Sox laglgs'tdcktonkcalii‘;
m Nepark WiDavenporty 250 Park Avesliow York
n o ' Lord Falgran,laldors Astori,aim[orxf
" R Bra ;Ws T4Lativor, yhatertortinsse
L n- Walter T, Mema,,chief Biiot,

I‘a*vional B3 Brenspord, .

mrp 28 & dotober o, 193:5 : ‘
= ‘.

_No.mrk Glmlﬁnﬁ. CxllHoustonUnion Club ,chi,cago
o LI LHsEngteny3256 W4R5thStyGlovoland
v Chigagd | LirgWe GPoeniy120 Wall S%; Neow York
= o« , Georgd Forripam, 68 W 14;th5‘l‘-g NYork
L " . 'D::*Y&n,swollg 63 ‘2&1 1tE Sty n '
R " ' Eariue Bec?ker NatiL Gity Ban}f,{;&‘
Tall Sty I‘ew York -
w i TETRE LY, 79 Varich Sf‘;. Lew York ;
" ™ S3F ¢Boveace; 40 ’Feator St;(General
- Cheriteal ) Haw Yorn:
s ) ' e

. TeA4Brownall, 56 Park AV&;E;Orange'
. We¥s )
mi? J.B-.e-» octobor 10, 1938 . ;

. \

, o;.G.;Dickey,d‘lovql‘an&,, Q[oniy' addesi‘vi

Ghioago ' Glm}.ﬁhqf
. ' . ‘ Gn*;¢!.11rm?‘.t Hallhfodk? Pay

o I‘ie_gmrk_ A Tz LI..QG&J:‘W;EO& Cogiérte,Dallas

“ n '.Ii.‘c;LcKeo:"& P759 SzAshlandyChiecago

& .om ' W}Gtzr;‘ant,lio Ity Crove St

_ -Bridgeporty Conni

o " L&'S.A;Hnyb%rkﬁu”ﬂ’ »171'1.10'?1115631";

: ’ Oklatonmd Clty, Ckla, . =
- : f : O InHavward;475-5th Avea,dew York

s FeSchuiincke +LE6TR & Tashington. -
St. Louis, 10+
S;Ga..ngS,J.zO SeLeSalle; Cniearo
Had ao*nonnellihelba Thagire Bldgg
Dallasy. TeXs
) ’i‘;n;f'ardo?;,ﬁ leBSrd Avml’,egg;s:land




1suizigniﬁcem 4o potico that..on Trip 25 en Oétodab, 8y 19335

. Ba:rkgi‘ﬂ Alﬁn Karga&, Voina tiller;, Jack White,. “Buga" ‘!«.o;can,

) A
; - In &5 exa:‘.:ip.&ﬂ.oh of ihe pﬂ““é;‘:f'er 1ist Inm gquestion 1%
Joseph
‘B,,"Keena:;, of 10 Fackett utreat, Jrashington, De Coy who e,p;ga:ccntly -
is identical 6 the Josoph B, Keenany assistont attornéy generely, was
g pessengoPe I¥ may bo edvisable to chac!r. the varions passengars

on that trip in order to &eﬁnitolr esgertain ko idejtitien of the -
biker pasaengaﬁs 80 as t9.rhke cure that wo paseengel -aboard the: pI&ne

, ccn:qemplezted ax gateck o dhé absistint. attorney wonargl in viqw of
“his ac{:iviﬁaa.at that tdrd 1h the pro"seoqtic‘n pf yarious pi:om.nont

ki&n&ping fasen in i:hia coun:bryp .

DoTROTT: O OB?IC“’. this Office 14 requésted to &.ntorg;!,en
Pilat Rhartol B, Isarned in Ifne with the Division's. 1pttery whith grpe}ar

. padts et bis poaaibla gondection wiith this eade bo de‘ﬁe:::;tnqd 1h

ﬁe&r o ma am«q;s;tié,, an& au’nons fowards. coupilot; Ky Ty Buby’.y

.- SALD LLEE CTY: 1% 1s ragqupstod thet this D,T.‘f‘;tce Blles

: ﬂgawr to lotatq and intorvipw o Lry ‘Charles. Gateat who is woported

%o havs Haen a *Oenvor Eubber Lan‘* thg.‘cu, sho. trancferred his ‘l:rip
Tron ,u:ip 23. &f Dekobad 20 to- "':cip 23 or Cetobar 13, ‘

- 11:‘."{ YORK S th‘i.sf Otﬂ.cd :I.a rﬁquesto& to’ interyiew. ‘t-he

Kaw York Office who ¢amgdlled their roservation on Wpip 83 of Getobei
A0y ¥n ordex W ascertain tho xeason £or the cercoilation end in

Ear to doterpiine whother egy of thege pattiaes had any ideda that en
at’t&ck might b mdo hpon them or updir this planos

‘yaﬂouﬂ paBbAhZeTs Those addragses: are: Jisted in the boridtory of -the

CATCAGOS th’isa Orficg ﬂill aY¥eo. ndte the varapus nanes ,
of the pesgpngers abocard this plano during the foriddy Ogtober X o
Octqbezs 205 19334, fon.auch..observation as It gay déé apbropz;iatah
T s Gffice Will 1atorvion 1dsy 11611*1& Ralston 5045 THDpemat Avenue,,
Ghicagoy Ilmo’jﬂ# fob her knowlédge of Toil mai'bh; a paacénndr
aboard the plena that crashed; and will.aldo interyiew tha various -
partios wro gave pddresesihchicaro, Tilinois, who tancbiled thoir .
reuqmtions Tor fxdp 23 of OPLSDOT 10y 1955 a9 noted in the liab
:luco ppm.ted in tuig reym:ts . ;

Die. o 1;he pesenca 4n ek I’ark., I'.'Ll‘h\oi,ad of Fied
and
otilor Targus gp.ngatersa it is trought mdvisablo to fufdrviaw ank

5 }Ialle,, 1117 clargiice Avenune, Gak Parl, Illincisg wao rode in t’hia

pl&ne on Gc‘tahor E‘* I933 on Tylp £0s
ELDING

»
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) DEPARTMENT OF COMME -

/.\NJ

" AERONAUTICS BRA“P'ICH
WASHINGTON

Cu

March‘gag
'\8 '!I ‘\\\-
N mé: 28 ("
¥r. J. E. Hoover, Director, mulc!!’;‘a ONF
DPivision of Investigation, M
U, S. Department of Justice, AR 101934

Waghington; D. Ce.

‘This will acknowledge receipt of your communjcation
of March 6, 1934, enclosing a further report rslative to the
case entitledaUnith Adr lines E[Tansport Plane NC-13304, at{bmit-
ted by Speciel Agent W. Carter Baum, at-Chicago, Illinois.

__ Your cocperation in forwarding the above material is-
‘nucti appreciated by this office:
Yery truly yours,

K S on ABALd DN

Richard S.- Paulett;
Chief, Enforcement Section.

Tom e i ——

RECORDED BAE
2755 -1
DIVISIO®! C T et T ATICN .
AAR 1919340 “wan o 1934w |
RN 1 I oo HLE
o g
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TEB1p3 ' v -
. ry. - ‘.
’ . 62297754 taven 6, 7% o

- ¥

Mr. Rlehird S. Paulett,
Calef, Fafopecient Cectign,
Acsrongutics Drgned,
Denartazat ef Coxmeree,
?aahiﬂ:ton,g B, €.

AL S - 1934 | e

. Dear Eir:

Fith furticol r:forepes ¢35 tho caca entitled
Bnited Air Lineoa Troncport Plenc RC-13304, there i
attcehed Loreto a cony of A roport cubmitted by Sooclal
- Azent W. Cortor Deoua, at Cdecjo, Illinols, dsted February
19, 1924. A copy of the nttacked veport has been furnlshed
to Azsistant Attornoy Genergl Joseph B, Kocaon for his in-

= ——

i F-ll-»-_t‘r _-~l_-4‘_’_—-':—-.-.._‘__'“
. bt g TON D
trE Very truly yaurg,
v Ly, g
|‘ R h . .
N,
\ L e, Director.
R
Fnelosure E35116
_.,—(!—
-, ) \
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;,..& ) . . . By
e 1 .-

TFB: ps | ¥arch 6‘ 197
2-29755—44 avch £, 134
8 1934 Specie‘.l Agant in Gharge, o ’ : S

+

Division.of Inveaticstion, o - -
U, 8, Deparinent of Juntioce,

"350Q Bzakerat Buﬂ.ding,

Chicago, I1linois.

-

‘ ,Dnar Sir;

Coe Referenée ia nadé to the report of Epéclal Agent

“Gnrter Baum, dated at Chicago; Illinois, Fobrusry 19, 1934,
eatitled UNKNOYN SURJECTS ~ Crash of Unitéd Afr Lines Trans-

" port Plane Ho. HC-13304.

0On ‘page 14 of this report the auzgestion 1s nmade
that the ‘identitios Hf the other passengers on boerd the
referred to plane, on tripNo. 28, Octover8, 1933, be checked
for the purpose of definitgly -deterzmining whetlier any attack
fas eontenplatiod on Assisu:nt Attorney Gereral Keenau. It 18 -
" noted that wost of the pesgengzors on this-trip were from Chicego,

but t¥o of thcm ware froi ‘H‘*Bh..ngton, D. C. » in pddition to Mi, -

Keenan,.

It s Buggaatecl that sppropriate choeck be made by
yqur 6fflce of the other psEsengers, and that n copy of the
report, “togother ¥ith an-appropriate 1ead be fofwarded to. the
¥oshington Field Office; in order fhat inquiry might de wade
here concerning the tro passengers IHated &s  belhg frod ‘Regh-

:lrigton,
’ @r”‘:w:;—gfg'“ de '\ Very truly Fours;
| % MRG0 =

-Director :
HINTSION- os lm:smmcu, pe .
R utmmm oF JUSHEE

Fow mora = ¥

p H
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1

Tfi’mpja_ , : Mazch 27, 1934 : R

Bpecial ,,Agen‘b in “Ch..rge,. - L T
Division of Investigation, T

. S. Departmeat of Justice, . -,

1900 Bookers! Pnilding, , . -
Chlcago, Il'.!.inais. : - - - o

-

Deap Sirs, - _
_ Eatarenca is pade 'to Division I“etter aqted Harch,

6, 1924y veferring to the report of Specidl Agent Cérter Bgom,

dated Febroary 19, 1934, entitled URELOWN SUBJECTS Crash of -
o United Ar Lines Tradeport Plane No« uﬂ-13304,- ‘

' Thé referred to labiex Bug;:estc& thab ap"s:opri&t-e
ckeck be: mde by your office of the passongers pn bobrd, the

plene on 4rip Hos 25; on October 8; 1933, sud that appropriste , = ¥~ .
lecds ‘be forwarded fo the Washington Fiold Office ,fnr check - -
of tio paggengers. on that trip who were llsted pa being fron Yo e
"}"aahingtm. Ro report ‘kes as yet hean recefvad from you, e
. -
Very tru‘.l.y :mura, ‘ e s
{ A {1' Y T:".;:{* ‘l ' ) h *
I “ﬁ AL ] - - ‘.—.
.g« ,&‘ AT & W ‘ , ¥ :
} . ! _‘ T i .
: Iy : - ‘ - , * -
* \ : .:T- _;)" - ¥ ,
- “F -
T ) ' REC‘ORDED S g
ST {a&_gf AT |
. L ' - D Vag o b, R :
S l N MARBBIBJ4 .
— O- * y LJI - T :‘r"‘.
o0 "y ———— "




UNITED STATES BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -
FD!H‘] No. 1 ’ . :
THis cass oriGmvaTen ar CHICAGO, ILL. N.Y.,. FiienNo. 62=5039 ML,
I . K REPORT MADE AT: DATE, WHEM “AD’E: . PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: AEPORT MADE BY:
ofy NEW YORK CITY 3/26/34 | 3/12-19/34 o H. W. KAGE
TITLE: CHARACTER OF %
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS CRASH OF UNITED AIR LINES
NSPORT PLANE NO. NC-13304
i & --
SYNQPSI:'E';;DF FACTS:
Y

Persons who cancelled reservations on the U.A.L.
Transport #23, leaving Newark, October 10, 1933,
4:30 P,M, interviewed. Cancellations made for
bus ineas reaesons only,. '

-Report of Speclal Agent W, Carter Baum, Chicago,
I11l.; dated February 1s, 1934,

DETAILS:

DETAILE: ' It was ascertained that Dr, H, V¥, Speulding has an office
at 115 East 6lst Street, New York Clty, and resides at 320 East 42nd Street,
New York City, At the resldence address is also Miss Ann Crenshaw, a personal
friend of Dr, Spaulding. Dr, Spaulding not being available on account of busi-
ness, Miss Crenshaw was interviewed. She stated that she and Dr, Spaulding
had r.servations on the United Air ‘Line transport, scheduled to lsave Newark
Alrport for Chieago at 4:30 P.,M, on October 10th, but that the Doctor, at the
last minute, was pressed for time on account of business and the reservations on

DO NOT WRITE [N THESE SPACES

RECORDED AND INDEXED:

N R /7 755 4? AR 2 0 1938 |
’ v CDPIESOF'THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: ) UNITED STATES g‘mKEDTQ lg“ E.
5 } Division 5\’3@ A o Rigfhletattlidd/
O o ’(’;}}!’\ | MﬂR 29 }guﬁ ;w RO
3 = Chicego . 5% A}/J ’/} BUREATY OF mvas‘rm:;i: .
ROUTED e L ;- o

luﬂ{}ﬂ" a5 “_....,m.m_r.m...,.,;.m,. (/ e
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. want o knowt, Ho denied that he.had left tho window of the planme- opén when Tiying

| sufféred fron the ooldy assuning that he, larned, had 18t} the windows. opens.

. #16"on"10/1/33 etid thé xemé of Max Hartwig; 9306 Carpegie. Avenué on tiip. F21 on 10/6/33s -

" ‘he and Marmbratein wore listod ag being from. thy Hollendan Hotel, Marmorstein ‘was .
-chetked as -a suspect,  Thg Hollenden Hotel 14 roted for fhe racket” ¢lass of trade.
. that hang§ out theres - . - ' .

. Marmorstein ox Bleet,- . -
-business and that about dme: yéer &go Cowan's ‘house in Glevelsand Hoights wds blown up’
" “opersgfed. the

+ Cowan ‘dhd Harmorsatplty were beliéved 4o. ha¥e been partners in an. -apartment, hotel 4n

‘owning the Hollendon Hotel, o A 1

_ - e " .
- o.oo-C . . . . N o . . ] . AR

Ruby atdted that he intended to conyinye’ worklilg for the company, Agéni then asked

-Larnéd wiial He tiad' said to Ruby and he noplied $hat I probably said, thitts all I

with Ruby, to cause the latter inconveniénse from the cold, and states that he does
not believe he éver wore his f£lyihg suit oh .an occasion whon Ruby was a co-pilot, He
stated that when flying ships gimilar to inatant ship }he Windows arg kept shut and
he thén esked Agept 1f it #ag not reasonsble 16 suppose that ifthe weathér was warm
when he wds ‘alleged: to: have fiqwn with the windgows opem, how .could co-pilot Huby bave .

"t . . Larpéd further Btated thdt ke w4s not in favor of unfons using
violgnce in enforcing their demandsy Hb furthér ptated thet in his opinion no piloh _‘
or nechanls or employge of an-aviation. dompany would injure a ship or 4 pilot under any
¢ircumstancesy Larnhd fudther adviesed that. it ®as possible for an. oxplogive. to hava
bssn .in tlie blanket compditment £or: spveral weeks prier $o. tho, aceident as the o
gompartment wase: pot. inspocted at the end of pach 4rip as-is done Noms Larned, further-
advisel. thdt he Wag not-at the Hirport when ingfent plasie passed. through Glevelsgd: =~
but does. pot reqall ¥here hé wag at the 'ﬂﬁl&.;, slthough stating t¥at he wds probabiy -4t
liome ?ﬂ—tﬁ‘h_j-ﬁ wifa,. ' . . S A . - . P ;

" fn ingpoction. of the Iist of pdssengers from Cleveland disciosed the

etios uE L, Bloet end Max’Marmdratein; Hollenden Hotel, @8 bsing passengeys on Prip

1%.yhs mscertained that Hartwlg is ¢ondggted with $he Packard Motor Cdr Coupdny of . ' .
Clevelend; Thi¥ Agent had hpard.somo time ego-that Louls Bieet Wag & gambler ebd hs -

i

Captains Bmmett Potts and Stordy of 4he. Cléveland Folice Dﬁp,artmél:_lt,f advised that
hoithen Marmorgteln (not Marmastein) nor Louia Bleet were known to have eriminel ~
récards or comngoticps with criminhls vho mizhy be. engaged in g use of explosives; '

The Burean of Identificetion disolosed mo’ oiiminel or efrest ragord ofy eithep -+ . .

. - . # . . R
) s - ‘Captain Potis 'fu:':_'i;li,eg- .gdifiaédr that Masmorstein was a rogl gatate. mhn.
‘fnd had-been dt ome time a partuer .of Sam Cowan who is algo in the real gatate - o

with & bomb or some gory off explosives, He furthor adviged that Louls Bleet formerly
! Claveixont Club on Sty (laiz Averue, which Was a nighb club,and Hed
.opérated geveral ngstaurants in ‘Cloveland in pgst ysares He.further sdvised. that . -

Florida, but-he believes tiat Marmorstein 1s no longd# in the deal but that Cowen st11l
roteins his interest and' those interestsd with him gre Tormy McGindby, Cleveland.
sports promotér, Theodore, PeWitt of the Dowitt Hotels Systexm; tho lat}er- organization’

r
4 -~
4
. » - P
x
Yo T -
L - = = i
r - =
3
% L R
— - - ..




e

‘-of -tiquor junriérs.

" Peturh home,. '

B
. It is stated of this Agent's kmowledge Yhat DoWift whs at ofie

*tizs & steward in the Union.Club which 1 the’srisodratié olub of Clevelsnd snd

ot thet $iz6 tho olub wes ralded by Fedoral prahibition officers and a quantity of
liquor seiZeds TeWitt took the fall for the olib. end was sentenced, ta sexve a térm
in Atlanta Penitentiary sand upon his rplease was-treated &s a hero in Cleveland and

- bas. sincé rigén to affluence in thé hotel buainess, probably through the backing of

Union £lub members, Tomny LeGipnty while recognized es a spopts promoter is elso a
baclkep of bookmskers and wes also convisted in Federal Court end sentenced to
Aplenta Fenitentiary for liguor lew violations, XeGimaty: béing in with a syndigete

1

' 7, geu Gomahs 2048 Yovent¥y Roéd, and conn4sted with the Fuélid Hast
105th Reelty Compeny; was interviewcd in pdohm 325 Federal Bldg, Ho advigpd that

“%he fronk of lits home was Blowd up on 12/21/3% and a gasoline firé ast off xear his

-garagé at the aata time; that police falled to discover ‘the persons commifting this
¢rime, He. further stated that piior to that time he had receiVed sbveéial tgléphone

' "ea)¥s and letiers from extoitionists démsnding Toney, and with the aid of police, e

trap. wds set but £ailed to ¥ork and the sp=oalled -extéxtionist calied him by . .
telephona.and told him fhey laiew he had called in police, and mede $he threat that

- they would take carb of Hin lafex; and K, CoWan 1a of the opinfén £hat his home

wag blown up &5 & result of that trduble, alihough ho statés that he-had been .
Having soms trouble with labox hipns ovér hiring mon‘union labor on, various
propefties, and thought. it possidble that. the labor unions night '.I':;s.vér beeit the
bersata settlng off the bomb and: the. fire; . -

5

L

e T, Cdwap furiher ¥hated thdi he was ng¥er -a partper of Marmorstein
although ho ¥mows him fairly well n & business way enil has trahsacted business with
himj that he; Towan, 1s not interested in the Elesdtwood Hotdbl at, lifami y Florida, bud
states that Larropstein; Theodore DoWitt and Formy MeGirnty ard intorseted together
in that hotel hid they bad Louis Blest at thé hotel operating thé night ¢lub for
thext; that no -gembling was carriod on in the hotel; He further states {that he
recontly returned frop kiemi, Flsride where. he stopped at tH¢ Fleetwood, and staten
that both Mamorstein apd Bloet were at the hotel when he left about B/15/3% to

r ' -
. 3 d A - -

Hé i'ur'bher stabésy That He .hé.sg qijavér katown Uarhorstein ox Blest to

" bé.-Gonnected wifh the -eriminal &lemént in Gleveland, elfhopgh lie mtated: that 14 was

pogsitle for eithor of thom t6 bs so conmeoted withgut his kmowlodges He further
stated that both Narmdrstein epd Bleet woerey in his opinion, sugh -cowarde that )
neither would think of cerrying explosives; He way &1s0 of the opinidn that Blaet
and Lermorsteln were oh their way to:fHemi; Floridy on 10/if33 wher they flew to -

Newarky N, Iy He Iurthor advised €hab hé has luowp Bleet $o be'id ‘theé resteprant =~ .

and-hight ¢lub-business in Clgveland for £oms years, but states that Bleet han mo

" rongy end 1 finanved by sombone elss -whohovor- inm business) thay Seiiny Sandais epd

Eddie Katz -of the Acorn Peint Cpfmany, & large paint copcern of Clevéland, backed
Bleot about a yéar ago for e resteurant ip the Clovolapd Akhléetio Club Buflding,
Fhich they owmy, but this venturé blew bp with & logs. for Zanlers and Katizs

S v - [
L3
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T L;:. -Cowen ‘I‘urt.her advised: tha.{: }..ax h.amo;-a{:ofn wag at. pne’ 'time
one of Ole'b'ela.nd's iargeab real estats pén gnd he buﬂ.‘h wany pf its 1a;|:'ge buildings,
L ‘Inqluiling the Cortddo¥e Apartmepts did the Labor Templdy end was worth- sa#eral E
. .m.‘:ll:lon dollars ab opé- time, but. 1B *,l:eputefl to have lost iiia fortune.;

Lea ¥+ Dlmer; Guarantgo Title Bldz., & Jewlsh attormey; returned

-fmm Hiemt; Florida ebout 4/1[34 and résided while there at the Fleotwood Hotels.

He gtated that Mamorstein and ,Bleet wers bp‘l'.lr sohnected with the. hotel as rolated’
by Cowan, adding that both were raturning to Clevelsnd within 2 gho¥t time, He p
further, atated that-Varvorstein wen¥ through badliuptey . ‘severgl jeaps dgo and hed.
ldst, wezything in the real estate depresaion. He further corroborgted the atete~ p
nent of 2%, Cowan relative to thé gharagter of Marmorsteln,snd Bleet stetes thab-he .
hag known Both of them for years and doubts if either has nerve emough o .carry
- explesives: He did state + ‘hogever,. that Bleet's ‘brothen, Teonard Bleet y was ‘ ’
sontdpeted with Jake Factor in-Ohicago and recently made 4 trip to fngland, evideatly
in cbnnection with Factorts cese there; Mre Ulmer further atated thaf either
) I.eoﬁard Bléet orr another broth:er was conneckad w.tth & ld.quor syndicate in Tow. Yorlc.

Oty At pna Bims, - The ihfoma;ion rurniah.ed 'b;t Moy ‘D’Jmer shouI& be trpat‘ad : '

o::ni‘,tdpntially. : : . ) '

L‘ . B ' :

m,, U:!.ner s‘batea th&t I.ouis Bleot gnd Marmo::ai:éin. p::qbnb',l.y ga.ve

tha Hoil.lemnen Hotel as their Olevdland -address as thelr plane ticketa jlereg

probably purchaséd there by, thé hote} arid from the furthey fact that they were

oonnectad. with Dewfb‘t of the le‘lenﬁeﬁ, 4n.$he Fleetwood Hof.el venture in ﬁiami
. .*°  Flopidae - He further .advised. that Bleot -and Mprmonstein Yigth went to Miemt, Flsirida

© -7 garly 4n the sehsoy to meke plans for, onening; 6 hotely And fs: of- t‘h opinion that,

their tylp -om 10/1/;53 to ffowarlks ves part o:t‘ their trip to Miami, ‘Flopides

T o ' cherles I, Russo, former chief‘ aasiatant T, Se Attd:mey, and, now
" - prastioing law with Led ¥, ‘Ulmer, was interviewed pridor to the interview with Mry
i Ulmgr, aiid pdvised that he kmew both Max Marmorgtein and "Louis Bleet and hds nover
. *  heard that. aither aver hed any connectiong with the.¢rimingl element in Glgveland, .
* other than et Bleet as e night ¢lub opeiato prohably: knew many of the *packéth :
. fgny but ik wep the gpinjon dfMr. Rusgo; 4§ el a¥ Mry Ulher; thet nelthar Bledt . '
\ S . T0) J }uam;-ateiq, yronld. have the nexrve to handle explogives, ahd both suggeatod the- -
.-  improbability: of Blpet or Lamo;:atein ‘l:ranspp‘.rting’ explﬁsivea Exom Cleveland 'to )
. , Tew Yorm. - .

L

1t ia furthe:; atated. 'that R 4['?[34‘? after the 1nter?1ew with Hr.e
Ulmer, thé latten anﬁ Agent wallef up Eucl:!.d Averne, and Ulmer observed Max |
Mamoratcj,n on the streot and.introdiced Agbnt to hinm without, disologing the
identi‘by ot Agents Narmarstein at thet $ips talked of buyi.ng a Buiiding on. .-E.uci.id,
Avénhd: and.- ‘aqu:e of returning to l;d.ami 3. hloﬂda on pccoun‘; of the ccld. we&{'.her in
‘Clevelands His appearance did aot sugzést that of & "ragkett many Hé statéd that
Blost was believed tp be in Yew York at the p;.'dsbpt 4ime and was axpec.ted. to. ra‘i:urn

_ tbo bleyelnnd *uij'.hin g short time. - - o R
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REF. NO.
3 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
AERONAUTICS BRANCH 5‘=§' S “
WASHINGTON o :;“%\3}\{(*”! 2 j
b - — o T} hY . -
= D T £
April 19, 1934, 8 2™ By ]
N Q e FrVgen E
-%a. = /\‘&‘ﬂpm\‘\\\"‘ {:}7 ?
3 6‘ ot gt f“:
r ’1'._

= Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Diréctor,
Dlvision of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D, C.

. . Re: UNITED. AIRLINES
TRANSPORT PLANE

NO. NC=-13304

Dear Sir: ]
This is to acknowledge and thank you for your

comminicatlon of April 17th, enclosing coples of
reports at’fmnitte'd by Sbec:!.ai Agent Doherty at New
York City, dated March 27, 1934, and Special
Agent Kage at New York City, dated March 26, 1934,

relatlve to the above matter,
Yours very truly,

Richard 3. Paulett,
Chief, Enforcement Section.

.
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Lillo ) La-RgrEses)

lpril 21, l?j&(’ »

Lr. Ilcierd £. Poulstt, Chicf,
Enforcencat fecticn,

Aeronautics Erenca,
Depar¥zeat of Comuerce,
. Pachingted, ., Ca

7L
¥ yeatatdd

Lear Cire

itk fartier reforency to tlie cace entltled U
ClA0L OF DHITID ATF LYK

LI I BEARIVR § 21 S
I8 TTNRIOTT RLALE £30-13704, theida i attaencd
& cozy of o yroport extmitied Yy Fpecial Rpo ik Caeyacn at Tptrols,
ichigna, Cated Axril 12, 1924,

Very truly years,

Blreeﬁc'r-
Incl, 725517
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

AERONAUTICS BRANCH R —_ 7 oanh-
WASHINGTON

{'—1,.‘. . -I:
y [ ‘:.-LA :".Lo_l
April 24, 1934, o o _;"-_r:‘x__f. ;
g
L RE A firees
ALL. o
Hon., J. Edgar Hoover, Direéctor, "E23@34ﬁ!

Divislion of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D, C,

-

Re : UNITED AIRLINES
TRANSPORT PLANE
NO. NC~13304

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge the recelpt of your
commnication of April 218t, addressed to Mr,
Richard 8., Pamlett, Chief, Enforcement Section,
entlosing a copy of a report submitted by Special
Agent Chapmsn at Detrolt, Mlichigan, dated Apiril 12,
1954, relative to the above~captioned matter,

Your coopération ils greatly apprecliatéd by
the Department.

Yours very truly,

9. b

ce T, Shumete, Jr,,
Chief, neral Inspectlion Servioe,

S-52.1
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i UNITED STATES BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

MENOTR] TUBIECTS " Foau i 0F TIZI mr 1T
- TRASILPCNT BLAS xg fazos

Form, No. 1
THIS CHSE OmGinaTED AT SIHCAS), TLL, FLENO. §r.ngBy
amnrwmgan T - namz wu:u MADE: ]’i:!_i.t-;bé\':-ln\;fljicﬂ-k;nbz‘; Inﬁqnf;qang-g?: - ] :_ -
! 1 o Lo .
-y . T - ) . «, -
m:ﬂiz, "'o‘r, D c. 4/27/84 4105, 85724 L. LZ5L, AR
1 'rrn.a- ‘ cupm;crzn on CASEY

DETALS:

SYNOPSIS of FAGTS; U kdlei B. Stovenson end Bul A. Holt, both of
, , ' - ﬁashiﬂaton, D. Ciy stote thoy hod teen .
e . DPRSSOI3eTs o5 the plane Llying from Clevoland
) : 4 to Ghiceen onm or nbout Tatchor 8, I533; that
- - they 114 not notice cnything out qf the ordinetxry
on th:lo trip, on which Assistant Atbtorney General
*. Yoenan wes ¢ fellow pegsenger; that the sofe
e plare creshed on the aerme trdp a day or two :
T leter. , .
. - ,_‘ - REIB -
REFZRSN0E; Report of Spociel ,h.t,c:nt . Carter Bruo, Chleogo,

. I1%,, da.tud February 1‘.‘1, 1934- eri lotter frem
~ Chaleago O£fice datel I=rch 20, 1934,

- DITAIRG: T AU HIES I“ZT 11. Ce

For the inﬁormtion ot the Ghicaco Drfica, 4t in pqte& that )

the erash of the Dnited Airlinos Trapsport Floma IS 122304 ocdurred on
Qetober 16, 1535, on rip {'85 botwogn Cle'yelend ard Chiga »o {00 piye 4%,
I“er._,rvph 5 of roforence report}, erd not on Cetober 8, 1033, ap ctated
in the roference letder, rnl that Aoslstent sAttorney ,,eg,era], Joscph B,
Keenen was not a posienger pn the 1ll f&to& trip on Cetober 10, dut,
according to the rpossenper liat, on trip 725 Cétaber 8, gs pentioned i
the refcraace repsrt, pace 12, paragraph 3s

- A,_,ent intem:lewei LJ:', Adlai B, Jtav:enson, Chief J;ttarney,
Fedoral Zlcobol Contreéd Adminisfration, 220 Trexsportaticn Bailding, wro.
atated that In ecmpary with Pud A, Holt of the 2XA, he left Vachirgion
By Penncylvonia Alrline Flané op or nhout Qotober 8, IU33; for Clcm].m:d

DO HOT WRITE-IN THESE SPACES
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Chicaro, Ill.; R«19<34.

¥orm No.1 o
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGQ, ‘ILI,;, . N, Y FreEno, 652--50:59_,k I.S /\.
1. mevorc umz AT ‘ | parrwHDe, mnm ‘Pleg_I;ro\;\iuﬁqu‘lggn;:; REPORT" M)nm:‘mrs v n,
i ) - - ¥ e,
1 BN YeR oITY Eege3 . 43034, « ¥, KAGE Uy _‘;
‘ ST o ' ) S i T E cm.\hnc'rﬂ.nos'cur.-, _ ‘:i ;‘
CENOR SUBIECTS cusa CF Gr\um ATR TINES Y
’ 0@*‘*?@}:? PLANE ﬁ"«'-issm x
’ isw(jm::r'sl-f.; or FACTS: A " ._ o
, R+ Ca YacEell stetes £t was bechuse of com
| . pletion of bursiness at Cleveland and his
I belne fontunate {n gbtainipg a Elane ont of
Tk v L Cleveland Tor Chicard at aboud P YR y
R - Tuut $he rosoryation on Trip 428 fod Gane
B Y . e2liod, _
4 o ) HUS. |
) Pm\'m: Report of Specicl Agent ¥, Corter B'a‘_m, ﬁetcl . ‘ ‘.

1 DETAILS: i . . r
{ . DETAIL3: o,
1_:-4 Be Ox Iam 211 wes, found to reside nf 3 Pold c:i* Ehge,
Fadbm:n N. F .y telephone, Iachert “-—019014 Ury YacFall is connected with - § ¢
the iﬁw Tirm af tbberley & Eryde, 42 BI‘D dwoy, Tow ‘York ¢ity, telcphona, : : )
Dighy 4~4296, N \
; ‘ o nouo-rwn;rz 1K THESE SPACES | ,
.-A-;P-RIOVED-AND . . _ i - - / XZ 7 g‘ [ R:oonzzu AWOINDEXEDy |
| FORWARDED: v -sesgutogone ?‘ ‘5_..- MAY 7~ jon |
. S e o a0 - e ‘.-i_;:" N S m' uﬁnm:s‘mm e W‘F?(EQ“’WWS .
- mnzsonm:snmxrrunumﬁm'm b‘ . A‘[’ g; D #t, 13
! R A
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REF. NO..
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE )

o2 AERONAUTICS BRANCH
-WASHINGTON

June 4, 1934,

Mr; John Figar Hoover,

bireotor, Division of Investigation,
U. S. Depariment of Justiose,
Washington, D. C..

»

Doar Sir:

— P - -

: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
May 3lst relative to the case entitled UNENOWN SUBJECTS -

Crash ofaUnited Air Lines Transport Plane NC-13304; emclos-

ing a oopy of a report submltted by Special Agent L, Loebl,
L dated April 27, 1934, -at Washington, Di Co - - Co
Your cooperation in furnishing this material is
very much appreciateds

Vory truly yours,

. S. mne,

forecement ation.

- 3'9
Agting Chief,

. RECORDED ’é Q..g_rﬂ 2{;__‘&\5, ,
JUN 7 - 1934
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Q - Q
. 5. Bepurtment of Jutice 3
Buremy of Infestigution

Post Office Box 812
Chicago, Illinois

Decembexr 12, 1934 .

Director,
Divieion of Investigation,
U. S. Department of Justice,
‘Weshington, D. C.
Re: TUNKNOWN SUBJECTS. .
CRASH OFCUNITED AIR_LINES -
Dear Sir: ) EHANBPORT PLANE NO. Nc-13304.

The Divisions attention is invited to the above
entitled case which has been pending in this office for a
considérable period of time.

The ohly undeveloped leads yet to be covered
call for interviews with several. persons residing in
Chicago who were passengers of the United Air Lines
on the Cleveland to-Chicago trip of Ociober 8, 1933,
this being two days before the disaster. A number of the . . _
other passengers on this plane have already been inter-
viewed and po informetion -of value to this investigation
was secured from these persons., -

It is felt. that further intérviews with other
passengers will reveal no new additional information:
beneficial to the investigation, and authority is Té-
quested, therefore, to close this case “in tlie files of

the Chicago office. .

Very truly yours,. Qﬁaﬁ“ﬁ?sa '

cﬁ

T

. A <5E2¢11ﬂ4~}
M. H, PURVIS,
JEAL:FUV Special Agent in Charge .

SECORDED 7 62- lq 7 ({z 5’@

E,.h: o ' ‘[

_— Pouov '

S ; . : —
o ! ) : @"
‘. L e &







LECORDED

‘RL¥FsTD

Jenuery 12, 1035,
62-29755 =5 | {7

frociel Apent in Chrxpe,
Chicarno, Illinois..

EE: UREORY EURJECTS,
CIACH OF CRITED ﬂi‘l LINES
TOATZPOIT PLANE EO, RC-1TU04s

Doax Eiry

Racolpt 13 acinonledged of your letter dated Docesber
12, 10%4, in ghich you raauest Division nuthoritv +o close the
shove extitled caco.

Eelstive thorotd, the Division cosires that & coroful
roview cf tho filo in thies cace bd zmadd end lecde set oul, with
tho vien of devaloning further fagts pertinent to this invectl
gatlon. In 4he moantinme, it 48 coaired that all outstecnding
ledds in thls taco be gplven vigorous investifative ctteatlon
without furtber doley, porticuler ctiéntiom boins glven 4o the
lcads contelned in tha roports of .Special AgextaW, Garter Dews
cated at Chicapo, Feburaxy 19, 1634 end L Loebly dated at
Vachinglon, De Coy April 57, 1054.

Vﬂ‘r mﬂy ypii:t's_.

Jokn Tipar Hoowery
Birnctargr_










it was found thaet Mr, Frank Bane, another passenger on the
October 8,°1933 trip, {a a Director of the americen Publie Welfare
Agsociation, 850 East 58th Street, Chicago, Illinois, Mr. Bane advised
that he travela very much by plane 1n his busineas and has occasion
to use a plene 4 or 5 times every month, He ¢ould recall none of the
lncidents of the trip about which thia Agent was making inguiry and
Wes unable to remember whether he had been acquainted with any of the
DASSONZeT 8,

At 820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicego, Illinois, the offices
of the smerican Radiator and Standard Sanitery Corporation, it was
learned thet W, No Scudder, also a pmasenger -on Trip 25 of October 8,
1933, 1s Vice-Fresident of this organizatiorn. . Mr, Scudder was serliously
111 in tke hospital et the time of this Agent's visit and could not be
interviewed, : :

Miss Nellie Rolston, 5045 Winnemae Street, Chicago, Illinois,
gtated tbat she had been golng with Emil Smith for 7 years prior to
the time of his death; that they had aelways been on the best of terms
and that they hed intended to be married, although Smith's femlly was
opposed to such a step, WMiss Roleton had not seen Smith for two
weeks prior to his trip to New York, however, and did not know he had
gone until she read the account of the tragedy im the NeWsSpEDeTsS.
According to Miss Rolston, Smith was of a retiring nature, but nevers
theless optomistie and cheerful at all times. He was a lover of
hunting and fishing and guns wers his hobby., He never, to her knowledge,
carried on any experlments with explosives and Miss Rolston is
positive that he wes not comnected with eny illegel enterprises. He
had po enemies that she lmew of and she asteted that it was highly
improbable that the occurrence could he traced to any fault on the
part of Smith. .

Inaamuch as & review of the file indicated that no investi=
gation had ever been meda of Frederick I. Schendorf, a passenger on
the i1l fated plane, this Agent made inquiries asbout him at the offices
of R, Cooper, Jr.,, Incorporated, 221 North LaSalle Street, Chicago,
Il1)linois. Mr. C. J. Basler, President of the Air Conditioning Corporation,
stated that Sehendorf, at the time of his death, was about 30 years old;
thet he weas affable and well liked by everyone in the office. e was
certain that he had had no enemies. Mr. Marr, Vice-Prealdemt of the
Cooper Company said that Schendorf*s home life was of the happiest; that
he had had no enemies and that selfwdestruction was out of the question.
He étated-th&t Schendorf haed left a wife and two children but had

carried no insurance at all.
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SpechlAeEs ohesere, - - S

: ‘ ) . T vmmuwmm, T
R - _ ) RE: c,r(" ¢, 2737 AT LTS :
PR f-’l ) ’ R B :.'.-r I.‘.’.A‘L. O. Lq~13u0&
 Deaf Sir: . S .
_ 3 ' The Bureau flle in the a.bo?e entitled cgse :
T - md:.cates mhat., this cage. is not rqqea.v:.ng prompt- anBStlg&n o ‘
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, o Ju FoLavin, W. F. Elecerds adrits tok-

‘ inzs razsace with Tnited Alr lines on August-

17, 1233, whlds pasesaga he dosfrsd to keep

oecrot i'or beoinocs recsorns hud denmies the "a ..
Quthorizagicn 9f the wse of ﬁq:ti‘b:l.ous BATIO S

Isrton Lilly obteirnsd contract which hus baey ' N ‘
. _ cm@rgtaly perforncd, - Hw Js- Favin not lodated. o ’ :
DERCRENG: Bepor’é 5pec1£.1 Agenpt Ty H. IIeillsen, Chjﬂcapo, ' s T '
R mn;om, daed Larch 1, 1oks. . : |
DEE’AIB‘:_ At can s‘ranniecu, culifarnim | ’
. ' The Chinsoc Comenld, £61 Liontzomery strog.‘b 5tited that
peaug DO knew podbkor dr. T. J. TAvin ner Mos We J. Biwardse Ho roealled,

honearer, that the ghipa of the Norton 'LLIly Scopany had peﬂﬁ used In
4 . ths transportion of wheat., A redilnn of thy pecoris £iiled to dlgs

: elézo. the #azesw,. He Joclored, that mapy ccupanics had qc“'pated but -
he Ihsy of no I‘lT[hlt'; heWeen gich \,onc,e-*ns.

X, W, J. Bdavds, manazor of the Sen Prohcisco 3ranch
.of the Torton Lilly Cg.., 230 Guliforﬁ,ia Street, mtated thab tho I:Q;fton

Lilly Coopony Lad obtuined contracts whtk the Ch:tnc coverfizent end
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Faorm No. 1

UNITED STATES BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS cAsE oRIGINATED AT GHL cago, Illinolse

REFORT MADE AT:

Feno. 62-1272

DATE WHEN . MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY:

San Franel sco, Callf, 5/20/35 4/80/35 5/10/33 E. T. McCAEE, - FP
TITEE: '. CHARACTER OF SE:
- UNKNOWN SUBFECTS CRASH OF UNITED 5TR LINES
1= / | TRANSPORT PLANE NO. MG~13504
_ / ‘ i
/"tf ’ . ) 5 ";":‘-"-M T
SYNOPSISorFACTS:.  Dr, P4 Wel, Financlal advisor, Chinese 1,-"'\7\“‘3.“.;&,
S Govermment, advised that T, J ﬁavln 2 ,,;‘mhmig:: :
zZhad been employed by Chinese Goverrment; o F 8
(_‘_’rhat his position was terminatod December, -
(_“;;_1004' noe knowledge of eny 1ll feeling, - -
:Lavin®s address is 2146 W.E. 8th Avenus, -
o Dortland Cregon, =
' RUC,
- REFERNCE: Report of Specilel Agent B, J. MeCabe, dated
et San Franeisdo, California, April 19, 1935,
DETATLS ¢

DETAILS:

AFPROVED

AT SAN FRANCISCQ; GALIFOENTA.

The Chinese Consul telephoned thes San Francisco Bureau OfTice to

advise that Dr. P, Wel was staying at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel and
would be willing to be interviawed.

Ir, P. viei presented credentials showing his correct name and
indicating that he was Financial Advisor to the Chinese Legation. He
stated that lis had beon in charge of the tramsportation of wheat purchesed
by China and wes anxious to see 1f there were any charges of 1llegality in
that regard. He stated that Js J. Lavin had been employed under contract
vhich ren from June, 1935 to Decembor, 1934, as Western Representative for
the purpose of obtaining boats and transportation for the wheat, e stated
that he had not knowm Lavin perscmally, but that he had heen recommended as
a good trader znd usiness men by the General MMills Company, Hiinneapolis,
Minnesota. It developed thet trading was net necessary, Inasmuch as all

of the wheat wes purchased directly fram the United States Covernment
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‘ Miss Stra.tton adyised that 1¥, Lavin had stated that he
had a reservation on the 113 Pated plané and Had not used it, but
had taken the pext. plene Tollowing., Afterwards she had spokén to
L, Lavin and ha@ inguired of him what he thpug’mt about ite« 1. Lavin
gteted that he wia convinced that the ship was blovm.up by a hombe
She 'satd: "Are you tuxe that bomb was not intended Tor you?™ He said,
"Whera .did yon get the idea 'hhat I wes such . big mén: that anyone:
woiuld, t5y o blow mb. 'l.l.p"" she said, "You vers appavently the 'hi.ggeat
man ‘either aboard: the. 8hip or oie who had infended to take ‘the. plane,®
He laughod and said,. "I st111 think it pas & bombe™

Report of the writer dated at San Frantiscd, Califo:mia,
detailing results of en interviow with W. T. Edvwards, is being chw
closad with copies Of this ireport to the Portlend 0fficq fon-thedr
agéistence in conducting investigation .ot Porkland as i alsc. & cowy
or reporrt of Agent T, Hy Hellke, ddted at Chicago, Iilivois, -

The ,Parflnnd Oﬁ:icn, at Poriland; (régon, will conduct
8pr opria‘te 1‘mresﬂga‘bion, Anterviewing ¥. T, Tavin, 2146 N, B.
81-. Aveniug;, Portland, Oregon. : . o
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53118 GASE ORIGINATED AT Chicago, Illinois FLENG. §2-1128
RLEPORT MADE AT; DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REFORT MADE BY:
" Portland, Oregon 8-1-35 7+9-19-35 Ralph T, Hood
'!{_IE: CHJ«RA‘CFE‘ ‘:5 CAGE:
UNKMOWN SUBJECTS Crash of "nited Air Lines
Transport Flane No, NC-13304
\
— -

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS:
J. J. Lavin not presently in Portiand,
Oregon. Present address is not obtainable.
b
REFERINCE: Report of Speciel &gent E. J. Mclabe,
’ Ban Franclsco, California, May 20, 1935. -~
=T
2 .
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A
CETALS. At Portlend;-@regon, BT

Anmbassedor
¥Mrs. J.

viere able to locate him,

APPROVED AND

The Portland City Directory reveclsd the =ddress of T
Apartments, 1209 5. W.
Agent called at this address and telked to wife of Lavin by phone.
J. Lavin stated that her husband had cdeserted her severel
moaths prior to that ftime znd that neither she nor her attorneys

+« J. Lavin as
Sixth Street, Fortlond, Oregon.
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SYNOPSISorFACTS:.
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- PUFRTERGEE

T: Js Tavin receclls the rcraéh. of’ Transport
Plana but upgble to furnish ey ydluable ) .
infor=atfon., He is positive. that ng.avas natl . ,

an 1ntended. Tieting K o .

£
PRy

- -t .L-t'

‘Eapor-f- o:f.‘ “peuial jgent Rolrh TJ. Ifood;, Ponf.;lnnﬂ » L
’ Oregon, dated Augu*-t 1, 1935': ' . .

on August 9y 1935 T, I Lavin, wko sta‘bas that he -can .always

bq reacked through'his brothén, Ps Lovwin, £148 .8

. Bth, Lvonue, Porkiend,

ca;lled at the gortlahﬁ Buredu o:ﬁ’.co end was intez:viaweil by the yriter. ]
‘&rq Iam voxified mtpmtion wortained in Previohs Yepoits to the offaét .
- ihat he wha exployed by the Chifess Covernment in wirchesing whéat in 1933,
stiting that he took 8 trip from Portiand, Oregon o Tew York City soms:
$ims in Ausust, 19233 that he-ie unable tp Tecall ‘the exact date but 1%
-was. prohably about August I8th or 1’?1:!1, 19’53; 1&- Iavin ata‘l;;r& that he
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_ mst have spoken to thé Travel Bureau affor he, Lavin, mnde the reservationsy

= B
- ) - ) -
m L] " -

persorially made raservations wi’;btl_i'tlj.g 720,’.1_11_1:9& ﬁ;’"ﬁnea .ff_;_x_"trmigpqrj:gﬂdn -
of hirself and We T« Ewerds; that. if Liwards used an assumed nemeé Ne _

e

1. Lavip advised that hée was residing at the Benson Hotel, Portlaud at
the timejthat he maintained an office of & port in the Hotel and always-

‘mede his reservations through the Foster Travel Buregaun in that Ho¥el. He -

is upabla t6 rbeail the ?gprgéep#&t;vg of the Fostexr Trayel Bureau ¥ho mads

the Yesaxvations and does not

_ 3 emembex? eny :
“of this @ravel Bureaw or with abyoie respebting the trip of the abroplans,
Regarding the trip fo ¥ow York with Eiwérds Lavin edvised thet as sear as

hoe could reball, he stopped at the Few Yorker Hotel and that Edwards went.

" to the Waldorf Astoria, elthough he la mot -sextaln -as ‘to this. EHe stated -

 Washington; D»

> -hig réturn fyou

that while in the Eagt he tiavelled considersbly botween Few York and :
e (s and when in Weshingtony Dx €. usually .stayed at the Maytiowor
or Fardmm Park Hotel; that he believes that he last sfeyed at the Vardmbin ,
Holel 4nasutich.as 1% was topler there: tuon the Ldyflower and that on

Washington, Da C, nd New York City toi Portlend, Oregon hé.
mide raservations on en aeroplane thrdugh {he porter-ai tha WerdymnPerks .
Mr, laviii was r4ther coxtain thal lie hed mado resspvationa ouw the aordplane
through the party who handles these: matters at the WardrenPark Hojals

-

LT

He atates that the Yeservations were made for him Lrem.

* Washington, Dy Ce to New York 1ty ¥here he was fo change planes for

-

»

" g or-the .grash of the, tFansport plane; that ke kneW ho- oune ob the plcfis, ™
_ - ‘and never
- happeneds

Fortland, Oregon; that he ook =n aersplara from fashingon, Ds.Op 1o

Few Yofk City 4hd that thére.was no cpo.on ‘the pYané from Weshington to .-
‘New York whom he knew: that he did not advisé.anyohe: of his inmtendéd -

trip end he d1d mot recall wiring any: Triends, relatives ox acquaintances
gancerning the trip; that when he arrived at Newaxlk, New Jersey he. .

found. that bis reservations on the firat aerofilene out had beon. taken np
and %hat he was forcod to await for a later plane. He advised "that at the

~prasent time he dqo5 not recall why hé was unable to telke the first plane

Wost, which was the tramsport Plané nwtber: NC-13304 byt appavently the _
pérty peking the yesérvation for him in Weshington hid made .Aope pistdkg -

. ¥ Lavin atated thed he belfeves thab hs went into the oity of Newark

for a .ohirt time while awaiting the néxi plahe West; thet he returned tu
the alvport and did take. a later aeroplano, Mfs Tavin advized that hé

is positive thal no ome had mny reseon Yo -caueé hir eny harn and wes.
positive that ho was not en intended victim on tHe ratal plene: Ha slated.
tha¥ he returnad direotly 6 Porilind; Oregon where ke egéin stoppéd at the
Benson Hotele Miv, Lavin states that he recalls very &istinily Ihe blowing

heaid anytlilfig cincerning thé. crash end hadino La6ahow It . 4 L i
that he.does not recall discussing the matter wlth, anyona, althoigh -
adimitted while under the ihfivence of liquor hé. may. possibly béve discussed
the fatter with various peoples e e

‘conversa¥ion with &ny ﬂbﬁ@é?ﬁtﬂti’v& L
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¥ry Tavin ¥=s unahle to furnish any further inforbatica, -
Btatirg thel Le could slwcys be located through his trother,te having
no perzanent cdirecs in Portlerd at the present timo owlng %o marital
Aifficultics,
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Hifision of Infestigution
. 8. Prpuctment of Justice ?/
Post Office Box 812 )

Chicago,T1linois
September Tth, 1935

Director

Federal Burean of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Pennsylvania Ave. at 9th St., N, W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: 3

Reference is made -to -the case- en'bi'bled UNKNOWN -SUBJECIS; - . T
CRASH OF UNITED ATR.LINES TRAHSEQBLELANE_NO. NC.13304.

A review of the file in this Office reflects that all

leads in connection with this matter have been. completely

exhausted and authority is therefore requested from. the T : ~ -
Bureau to consider this case closed at this Office. o

. Very truly yours,
\W
-/\“\q,\.\\ot\““ Q S-
DML 2 TJ28 n. H. mnn S

62-1691 Special Ageént in Charge
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